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“People are hungry for a new kind of politics. The people want
their leaders not to ask what are the needs of their political party,
but to ask what are the needs of the people.”
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger with USC President C. L. Max Nikias

Advancing Post-Partisanship

At a time when people feel more disconnected than ever from the political process—
and when anger is rapidly replacing agreement—it is more vital then ever to build

President George H. W. Bush and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

consensus in addressing the many challenges confronting us locally, nationally and

globally. The USC Schwarzenegger Institute at the Sol Price School for Public Policy
will transcend partisanship, bringing together leaders from the private and public

sectors to develop real-world, sustainable solutions for the critical issues of our day.

mission: THe usc scHWarZeneGGer insTiTuTe is commiTTed To
advancinG PosT-ParTisansHiP, WHere leaders PuT PeoPle
over PoliTical ParTies and WorK ToGeTHer To find THe
besT ideas and soluTions To benefiT THe PeoPle THeY serve.
President Barack Obama and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

“ The University of Southern California is committed to promoting
civic engagement both nationally and internationally, and the
new Schwarzenegger Institute will advance this mission with
the understanding that policy decisions should be evidence-based
and best derived through critical analysis and mutual respect for
competing well-reasoned positions. This is the only way we can
achieve the best possible outcomes for our shared, global future.”
C. L. Max Nikias

USC President

PIONEERING A NEW METHODOLOGY
The Institute will focus on the following ﬁve policy areas:
• Education
• Energy and environment
• Fiscal and economic policy
• Health and human wellness
• Political reform

While this range of areas is broad, the agenda in each context remains
constant: to understand and encourage a new era of post-partisan
thinking and policymaking. The Institute’s transformative power

exists in its methodology, which will create a more eﬀective way of

solving real-world problems, no matter the topic. The idea is to devise

Creating the USC Schwarzenegger Institute

and test new models for eﬀecting change in a complex world that has
become rife with partisan posturing.

The partnership with California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger occurs at the
right place and the right time. Home to one in four Californians and one in 31
Americans, Los Angeles County has one of the most diverse populations ever
assembled, and the region’s inﬂuence is felt around the world.

The University of Southern California’s longstanding leadership in a wide range

of inter-related disciplines—policy, communications, international relations, law,

business, social work, public diplomacy, education and urban development to name
but a few—provides the ideal setting for an institute designed to eﬀect real change
across a spectrum of multidisciplinary interests and issues. The USC Sol Price
School of Public Policy was one of the nation’s ﬁrst programs of its kind and
remains a trailblazer.

During his tenure as California’s 38th Governor, Arnold Schwarzenegger presided
over the world’s sixth largest economy. He championed an open primary system

and advocated redistricting reform that would empower citizen panels over politicians. Through his leadership the state was at the forefront of a number of vital

issues—including investment in stem cell research, renewable energy and critical
infrastructure. He has continued to play an active role internationally on topics

such as sustainability, education and the design of democratic institutions. The USC
Schwarzenegger Institute creates an incubator to continue this important work, as
well as realizing his vision for cooperation rather than political divisiveness.

Leslie Stahl doing 60 Minutes interview at USC

“ The people don’t care if the schools are Republican schools or
Democratic schools, they just want good schools. The people don’t care
if it’s Republican air or Democratic air, they just want clean air.”

“Having served as the Governor’s
Senior Advisor and as Secretary
of Education, it is so exciting to
know that the important initiatives
begun during our term in oﬃce will
continue here at the Institute.”

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

Bonnie Reiss

Fostering Collaboration and Consensus

Global Director
Bonnie Reiss with
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

“Future leaders, including
students and young people,
must help shape the solutions
for our future.”
Nancy Staudt

Academic Director

By hosting symposia, summits and academic conferences, the USC Schwarzenegger
Institute will gather thought leaders from business, government, nonproﬁts and
academia, as well as students and journalists, to discover approaches that unite,
rather than divide, and that focus on innovation rather than isolation. Focusing on
solutions that can be put into action, the Institute will maintain strong collaborations
with other organizations doing important work in these focus areas as well as policymakers who will ultimately implement these strategies.

Developing Evidence-Based Solutions
Academic research will play an important role in creating solutions. Methods of
policymaking based on collaboration and consensus will be developed and rigorously
analyzed as alternatives to divisiveness and stalemate. The Institute will emphasize
the role of local governments—at the state and city levels, and along the Paciﬁc Rim—
in establishing national and international policy.

Student Tania Mercado with Nancy Staudt, Academic Director

Encouraging Student Involvement
In Fall 2012, Academic Director Nancy Staudt launched a new interdisciplinary
course—Leadership for a Post-Partisan Age—that draws students from across
campus. The class explores the role of political parties and ideology on policymaking,
as well as the potential of social media, participatory journalism and post-partisanship
to eﬀect change. The course culminates in leadership team presentations and policy
discussions with Governor Schwarzenegger.

U.K. Prime Minister Tony Blair with
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and
Russian statesman Mikhail Gorbachev
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