Undergraduate
Programs

Theatre is the shared act of imagination
between actor and audience. It encompasses literature, visual spectacle and
music — but all lead to and support
that moment when an actor speaks
and the audience listens. Theatre allows
us as individuals and as a society to
consider our past, examine our present
and rehearse our future.”
Madeline Puzo

A Message
from the Dean
Scientists have suggested that story telling is so
important to the human animal that it may well
be encoded in our DNA.
Theatre is the creation and the performance of story. We
at the School of Theatre believe that theatre is an action
not a building. It is the shared act of imagination between
actor and audience. It embraces and transcends all the
media. Theatre encompasses literature, visual spectacle and
music — but everything leads to and supports the moment
when an actor speaks and the audience listens. This art —
in all its manifestations — allows us as individuals and as
a society to consider our past, examine our present and
rehearse our future.
The USC School of Theatre encourages students to explore
their creative possibilities fully. The breadth of learning
opportunities we offer prepares students for the spectrum
of careers in our profession, including performance, playwriting, production, design and teaching. The School of
Theatre also strives to instill confidence, initiative, integrity,
and artistic sensitivity into each of our students — traits
that are essential in any field.
Thanks to the caliber of our students and faculty, the USC
School of Theatre is ranked as one of the top theatre schools
in the United States. Graduates of the School work professionally in all aspects of theatre, film and television. The
School’s faculty members are dynamic teachers who also
work regularly in the theatre and entertainment industry.
One of the important advantages of the USC School of
Theatre is that it is in Los Angeles. As a major center of
American theatre and, of course, a world center for film
and television production, the city is home to an unmatched
community
of artists upon which the School draws for its
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The University of Southern California admits students of
any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights,
privileges, programs, and activities to students at the school.
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
and ethnic origin in administration of its educational
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs,
and athletic and other school administered programs.

who we are
Today, the USC School of Theatre is recognized
internationally as a leader in theatre education.
The School uniquely blends artistic training in a
conservatory environment with all the academic
advantages of a major research university.

Drama courses have been taught at USC since
the university’s inception in 1880. The School of
Theatre originated as the Department of Drama and
was founded by playwright and director William C.
DeMille in 1945. In 1966, the Department of Drama
became the Division of Drama as part of the School
of Performing Arts. As a result of our reputation
and the strength of our programs and faculty, we
became the School of Theatre on July 1, 1990.

a place of

possibilities

The School provides students
with rigorous training in their
specific area of interest, building
upon the broad foundation of
study required by the university.
We focus on both the theory
and practice of theatre by
furnishing intellectual challenges
and offering plentiful opportunities for performance and
practical experience.
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where we are
The School of Theatre’s location in Los Angeles, a city
synonymous with artistic innovation and excellence,
means students have creative opportunities well beyond
USC’s campus. Southern California features more performance venues than anywhere else in the country, including
the Los Angeles Music Center (home to the Ahmanson
Theatre, the Mark Taper Forum, the Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion and the Walt Disney Concert Hall), the Pasadena
Playhouse and the Pantages Theatre in Hollywood, to name
just a few. The School’s close proximity to all the major
studios — from Disney and Warner Bros. in Burbank to 20th
Century Fox in West Los Angeles and Sony in Culver City —
is another distinct advantage.

Los Angeles has long been the
world’s entertainment capital,
and the School’s supportive
community is here to help you
navigate it.

ideal
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location
There are amazing opportunities here.
I had an internship that was especially
rewarding because it was an example of a
theatre company that produced incredible
shows with some of the greatest resources
that Los Angeles has to offer. It gave me
drive as well as an example to strive for.”

Mark Taper Forum

Natalie
Class of 2012, Intern at Center Theatre Group (Casting)
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alumni

What’s great about the training at the USC School
of Theatre are the necessary tools it provides for
a long and varied career in show business. I use
what I learned there every time I work. And in a
business that is all about utilizing your talent and
making connections, USC is a great place to start.”

The School’s strengths are reflected in the achievements
of our alumni, from Oscar-winning actor/director Forest
Whitaker and Emmy winner Kyra Sedgwick to up-andcoming TV stars like True Blood’s Deborah Ann Woll and
90210’s Ryan Eggold. Broadway luminaries include Tonynominated Stark Sands (Journey’s End) and James Snyder
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Tate Donovan
Actor/Director, B.F.A. Acting, Class of 1985
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(title role in the Tony-nominated musical Cry-Baby). Our
students also garner success behind the scenes, including
writer/director Andy Tennant (Fool’s Gold, Hitch), producer/
director Jack Bender (Lost, The Sopranos) and producer
Todd Black (The Pursuit of Happyness, Antwone Fisher).
We are very proud of our distinguished alumni, some of
whom are pictured below.
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Our alumni have been honored
with the most prestigious
awards in our profession –
the Oscar, Tony, Emmy, Golden
Globe, Laurence Olivier and
Palme d’Or.
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American Idiot on Broadway
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I got my representation,
managers and agents right
out of my acting showcase and
I got my SAG card before the
end of that year. About one
year out of school I booked the
guest star on HBO’s True Blood
which turned into a regular.”
Deborah Ann Woll
B.F.A. Acting, Class of 2007
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academics / faculty

Each of our faculty members
is accessible and dedicated
to helping students reach
their full artistic potential.
They offer consistent academic
support to ensure that you
get the most out of your
USC experience.

Theatre is a collaborative art form and, at this stage in
your career, no relationship is more vital than the one
you will share with your theatre professors. Our location
at the center of Los Angeles provides access to a truly
outstanding faculty. Students interact with, and learn from,
artists currently working at the highest levels — as actors,
dramatists, and other entertainment professionals.

degree programs

USC School of Theatre offers exceptional training that
intertwines production experience with scholarly knowledge
in a conservatory setting. But students also benefit from a
full academic experience found only within a major research
university. We maintain the most comprehensive and
practical approach toward theatre education of any place
in the country. Through high-caliber programs, as well as
initiatives that provide access to professional experience,
our students receive thorough preparation in every facet
of the dramatic arts.
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B.A. THEATRE

B.F.A. Acting

B.F.A. design

B.F.A. Sound Design

B.F. A. stage Management

B.F.A. Technical Direction

Combining access to a broad
liberal arts curriculum with a
thorough study of theatre arts,
the B.A. is tailored to each
student’s needs and goals. This
degree is offered in partnership
with the Dornsife College of
Letters, Arts and Sciences.

These four years of professional
preparation integrate the
rigorous vocal and physical
training necessary to support the
emotional and imaginative
richness that successful acting
requires. Students also explore
critical studies, stagecraft and
technical theatre. An audition is
required for this highly competitive program.

This degree combines up-to-date
training in scenic, lighting and
costume design with practical
experience in making such
designs a production reality.
An interview is required.

Students in this program
obtain the necessary tools
and experience for success in
sound design and engineering
in all areas of the theatre and
entertainment industries.
An interview is required.

Gain hands-on, real-world
experience as early as freshman
year in technical aspects of
production, management and
design. Students stage manage
at least one production each
academic year. An interview
is required.

Learn about and gain experience
in every aspect of taking a
playwright’s dream and turning
it into a practical reality, from
budgeting and overseeing set
construction to sound, lighting
and set striking. An interview
is required.

For more information about our
degree programs, visit theatre.usc.edu

We offer an exciting range
of minors to enhance your
theatrical education. From
the General Theatre minor
offered to non-majors to
Dance, Musical Theatre
and Performing Arts, these
minors explore the interdisciplinary aspects of theatre
and enhance performance
training. The Applied Theatre
Arts minor goes even further,
applying theatre techniques
to fields including education,
therapy and sociology to
help people work toward
positive change. Meanwhile,
the Playwriting minor enables
non-theatre majors to explore
their creativity in this crucial
intersection of the literary
and performing arts.
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production projects
The School offers a wealth of performance and production
opportunities. In addition to the regular season of some
20 shows — including dance concerts and a musical every
Spring — the School encourages independent student
productions, which enable students to choose the plays they
want to stage and manage the entire production process.
Students benefit from the School’s close relationship with
USC’s other leading arts schools — including Cinematic Arts,
Fine Arts and Music — that further reinforce the university’s
leadership in the arts. Our students are able to take full
advantage of the creative and interdisciplinary nature of
theatre, film/television and music.

The School definitely strives to get you into
the industry right out of college. You’re working
on productions immediately – it’s hands on.
You never have that, ‘Oh, maybe by the time
I graduate, I’ll be assisting on a show.’ You’re
thrown in from day one.”

opportunity

This opportunity has been one of the most
rewarding and educational experiences
of my college career thus far. I’ve learned
about how to present myself as an actor
and as a business professional, all the while
learning about the insides of making
movies and managing talent.”
Thomas
Class of 2012, Intern at Mosaic Media Group
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internships

Kate
Class of 2011, B.F.A. Design

We encourage students to gain professional experience and
academic credit through internships, and we offer a rapidly
growing number of exciting opportunities for such hands-on
learning at some of the leading stage, film, television and
other entertainment companies, including those listed below.

CENTER THEATRE GROUP

ZUCKER PRODUCTIONS

MOSAIC MEDIA GROUP

The School’s longest-standing
collaboration is with Center
Theatre Group (CTG), one of
the nation’s leading professional
theatre companies, which
operates the Mark Taper Forum,
Ahmanson Theatre and Kirk
Douglas Theatre. Through
this partnership, USC theatre
students gain opportunities for
internships ranging from acting,
casting and audience development to costuming, production,
finance, and much more.

Jerry and Janet Zucker have
produced films including My
Best Friend’s Wedding, A Walk
in the Clouds, My Life, Fair
Game and Friends with Benefits.
Internships are available in
production or development and
students are able to provide
research and feedback on
current scripts and projects.

Mosaic Media Group has
produced films such as Batman
Begins, The Dark Knight, Three
Kings, Get Smart and Step
Brothers. Its client roster includes
Jim Carrey, Will Ferrell, Sacha
Baron Cohen, Andy Samberg,
Sarah Silverman, Judd Apatow
and many others. Students work
in film production as well as in
the talent and literary management divisions.

HIGHWAYS PERFORMANCE
SPACE & GALLERY

Promoting the development of
contemporary socially involved
artists from performances to art
exhibits and special events to
festivals, the gallery offers
students hands-on experience in
the preparation and running of
programs and in arts management, with students working
closely with the organization’s
creative leadership team.
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student life
At USC, you will find the close, supportive and
reassuring atmosphere you need to hone your
talent and find your career path. The USC School
of Theatre maintains the intimacy and family
atmosphere of a small school while offering the
vast resources that come with a major research
university. From the first time you set foot on the
USC campus, you will begin to understand what
the Trojan Family means and the many benefits it
offers. You will also have countless opportunities
to participate in organizations both within the
School of Theatre and across the university to
further enrich your experience. From social activities
to activism and performance groups, USC offers
something for every interest.

The School of Theatre’s five performance spaces offer students
numerous chances to showcase their talents in stagecraft and
performance. The Bing Theatre, a proscenium house that seats
550 people, is the School’s largest venue. The Scene Dock Theatre
provides a versatile space comparable to professional 99-seat
theatres. The cabaret-style Village Gate Theatre offers the
perfect intimacy for music and comedy. The McClintock Building
houses both a flexible theatre space and our state-of-the-art
Voice Over Studio. Meanwhile, the Massman Theatre, offering
another flexible venue perfect for experimental production, is
located in the Drama Center, the center of the School and where
the offices of the Dean, faculty and academic affairs are located.

Here are just a few of the
theatre-related student
organizations in which you
can become involved:

What I love most about theatre is that
I don’t know what’s going to happen next.
It’s constantly evolving and changing from
rehearsal to rehearsal.”

Artists in Action
Black Entertainment & Theatrical
Association
Brand New Theatre
Commedius Interruptus
Merry Men Improv
MRS Degree
Musical Theatre Repertory
Reverse Osmosis
Second Nature Improv
Slanderous Tongues
SoCal Vocals
Take the Stage
Theatre Student Association
Trojan Vision
USC Repertory Dance Company
Women’s Theatre Organization

Ramon
Class of 2011, B.A. Theatre
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For more information about student
life at USC visit usc.edu/student_life/
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USC has expanded my sense of what’s possible
for me as a theatre artist. I came in knowing that
I loved to act, but I’ve also discovered that I really
love playwriting and directing. I hope that I can
make an impact on the American Theatre in more
than just one way.”

visiting artists

The USC School of Theatre attracts a wide range of
guest speakers and lecturers, including some of the most
distinguished talents from stage, film and television. These
world-renowned visiting artists allow you to learn from the
masters of their craft with creative projects that address the
needs of today’s working professionals.

Margaret
Class of 2011, B.F.A. Acting
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 orld-renowned director and founder of
W
the Royal Shakespeare Company Sir Peter
Hall worked with student actors on
performing Shakespeare.

Tony
Award-winning actor Bill Irwin
demonstrated various performance
preparation techniques.

3

 irector Peter Sellars lectured about the
D
importance of staying true to your dreams
as an artist.

4


Oscar
& Tony Award nominated actress
Kathleen Turner spoke to students about
acting on stage, film & television.
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 ward-winning director and choreographer
A
Twyla Tharp led a workshop on creativity
based on principles in her book The Creative
Habit: Learn It and Use It for Life.
 cademy Award-winning actor Tim Robbins
A
spoke to students about breaking into
and maintaining a career in the
entertainment industry.
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 scar and Emmy Award-winning actress
O
Christine Lahti taught a master class in acting.
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 ony Award-winning actor Brian Stokes
T
Mitchell conducted a song analysis on
The Impossible Dream from his Broadway
success, Man of La Mancha.
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Internationally-acclaimed actress Fiona Shaw,
whose performances range from Medea in
London to Aunt Petunia in the Harry Potter
films, held a master class in Shakespeare.
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 rammy Award-winning composer Melissa
G
Manchester taught students on songwriting
for musical theatre.
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You will learn from and be mentored by leaders in the
Theatre is the shared
act ofby imagination
profession — surrounded
peers who share your passion
to pursue excellence in theatre arts. Our alumni have gone
between actor and
audience. It encomon to acclaim in theatre, film and television. And the
passes literature,
visual
spectacle
and
possibilities
go far beyond
the entertainment
industry.
of Theatre alumni also use the School’s training and
music — but allSchool
lead
to and support
liberal arts education to achieve success in fields from
that moment when
an
actor
business and
law to
therapy andspeaks
social work, among many
other careers. Become one of them. Join us.
and the audience
listens. Theatre allows
us as individuals and as a society to
consider our past, examine our present
and rehearse our future.”

Whether you want to be performer or playwright, director
or designer — or to pursue other professional paths —
preparation for a rewarding career awaits you at the
USC School of Theatre. Act on your future at a school
devoted to artistic excellence and innovation located in
the world’s entertainment capital. The work will be challenging, but with your USC Theatre education and thorough
training, you will be doing more than chasing a dream —
you will be making key strides toward your goal.

imagine yourself
Madeline Puzo

here
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The University of Southern California admits students of
any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights,
privileges, programs, and activities to students at the school.
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
and ethnic origin in administration of its educational
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs,
and athletic and other school administered programs.
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