SUNNYL ANDS

A Place to Change
the World

The Annenberg Foundation Trust at Sunnylands was founded by
Walter and Leonore Annenberg to address important issues facing the
nation and the world. The trust operates The Annenberg Retreat at
Sunnylands to serve as a sanctuary for high-level national and world
leaders seeking the privacy and peace needed to address pressing
issues of the day. Sunnylands Center & Gardens features a magnificent
building with multimedia and fine and decorative arts exhibits and a
nine-acre garden inspired by Impressionist paintings.
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Partnering to Solve
Key Challenges
Thanks to our visionary founders and the
spectacular home that they built in Rancho
Mirage, California, The Annenberg Retreat
at Sunnylands has made a powerful debut.
In the two years since it opened its doors to
decision-makers and the public, Sunnylands
has become a venue and partner for impactful,
high level meetings, including two Presidential
Summits, the historic “shirtsleeves summit”
between President Barack Obama and
President Xi Jinping of China and an important
meeting with King Abdullah II of Jordan.
Building on Walter and Leonore Annenberg’s
dream of creating the “Camp David of the
West,” Sunnylands is on its way to becoming
what the Los Angeles Times calls “The
President’s Second Home for Diplomacy.”
With the support from our board and the

results due in part to our partnerships with
world renowned institutions capable of
achieving transformative outcomes and to
our base in California, recognized globally as
a haven for creativity, diversity, and innovation.
At the same time, Sunnylands has
become a popular destination for people
around the world who care about art,
architecture, desert gardens, and the history
the Annenbergs and their friends helped to
create in the world, the nation, and the desert
community where they spent so much of
their lives. The cultural collections, wonderful
public programs, and beautiful scenery now
attract nearly 100,000 visitors a year from
around the globe.
The following pages highlight some of the
retreats, programs, and achievements of

Sunnylands has also become the meeting
ground for leaders and policymakers in a
range of other areas. These leaders are

you enjoy this report and that you will join us
safer, healthier, more just world.

to some of the most critical challenges
that face the nation and the world in such
technology), institutions of democracy,
health, arts and culture, and a range of
particular focus on China and Mexico.
Those meetings have produced impressive

, President
The Annenberg Foundation Trust at Sunnylands
March 2014
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A Gift to the World

The Annenberg Vision
for Sunnylands
In a detailed declaration of trust, Walter and Leonore Annenberg outlined
a bold vision for turning Sunnylands, their beloved winter home, into what
they hoped would become the “Camp David of the West.” Having hosted
domestic leaders, including seven presidents, and foreign dignitaries at
Sunnylands for nearly half a century, the Annenbergs knew the power of the
environment they had created. They believed that Sunnylands could forever
serve as a sanctuary where presidents, international leaders, and bipartisan
The Annenbergs entrusted their heirs as stewards of this grand ideal.
Following the guidelines outlined by the couple and a framework put in place
by Leonore Annenberg prior to her death in 2009, the trustees began the
process of making The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands a reality.
In 2010, the trustees appointed Geoffrey Cowan, former dean of the
Annenberg School for Communication & Journalism at the University
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of Southern California, as the trust’s first president. Together with a
talented and experienced staff, he and the trustees developed a strategic
plan, an infrastructure to support high-level retreats, and a design for
public programs and tours. They gathered together experts who discussed
the unique advantages of Sunnylands and made recommendations for its
perpetual success.
On March 1, 2012, Sunnylands Center & Gardens opened to the public,
and soon thereafter The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands began hosting
small groups of influential leaders for meetings to address important
problems—implementing the vision of the Annenbergs and carrying on
the couple’s famed tradition of hospitality.
Today, Sunnylands is the Annenbergs’ enduring gift to the community,
the nation, and the world.

“

Leonore and Walter
Annenberg, with their wonderful
ebullience and elegance and
eloquence, would have been
so very proud and pleased to
see what their family and the
board of trustees have done to
Associate Justice Anthony Kennedy
Supreme Court of the United States

A

GIFT

TO

THE

WOR LD
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Sunnylands Retreats

Seeking Solutions,
Achieving Outcomes
The Greater Pacific

Institutions of Democracy

Health

Arts and Culture

– page 14

– page 26

These areas of focus respond to
Sunnylands’ mission as outlined by the
Sunnylands be used by the President of
the United States and the Secretary of
State to bring together world leaders to
promote peace and international agreement.
Also named in the declaration of trust are
members of the Cabinet, Supreme Court,
Congress, and other leaders.
Every aspect of a Sunnylands retreat
stems from the determination to solve social,
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The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands represents more than a place,
it is an institution that fosters innovative yet practical solutions. Bringing
together the best minds from divergent disciplines and points of view,
Sunnylands provides an atmosphere of serenity and beauty in which to
think, imagine, and achieve outcomes that exceed individual expectations.
Acting on research and advice from a diverse group of leaders in a range
of fields, the trustees and President Cowan determined that retreats at
Sunnylands would focus primarily on challenges in the following areas:

RE TR E ATS

– page 18

Education
– page 22

– page 30

governmental, and global problems. To
achieve this goal, the “Sunnylands process”
stands out for its insistence on impact, an
adaptive agenda, and for incorporating a
cultural component to inspire and rejuvenate
participants. From the outset, retreats
at Sunnylands are developed to achieve
clearly delineated objectives. The process is
implemented even as ideas germinate and
partners are found for a meeting or retreat.
Goals are set, participants selected, agendas
carefully crafted, and, over the course of

periods as brief as a day or two, Sunnylands
retreats foster measurable outcomes.
In 2012, to advance the organization’s
mission, the leadership of Sunnylands
expanded its activities beyond the estate
and convened meetings and forums in cities
from New York and Washington, D.C., to Los
Angeles and the Far East, thus extending
Sunnylands’ impact and furthering the
Annenberg vision.

SUNNYLANDS

R ETR EATS
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“

on a range of issues, whether it’s
cooperation on addressing climate
change [or] expanded military-toPresident Barack Obama
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Presidential Meetings

Presidential Meetings

A Climate of Accord
Within two years of its opening, Sunnylands can point to many accomplishments, but none quite as resonant as hosting the President of the United
mal but transformative two-day summit between President Barack Obama
and President Xi Jinping of the People’s Republic of China at which the two
leaders forged a new and important relationship. The second was in February
2014, when President Obama met with King Abdullah II of Jordan, cementing
a long friendship between the two countries. With these retreats, Sunnylands
zation’s primary mission: for the President and international leaders to

promote world peace and facilitate international agreement.

The Sunnylands meeting of President
Barack Obama with President Xi Jinping of
the People’s Republic of China marked an
historic occasion: the most time ever spent
by leaders of these two great countries in
unscripted conversation. Accompanied by
their delegations, the two men at this relaxed,
“shirtsleeves summit” developed a personal
rapport, which enabled them to honestly
engage on a range of issues vital to the entire
world, leading to agreements on greenhouse

gases and climate change.
The calm, pastoral beauty of Sunnylands
provided the ideal environment for candid
conversation between these leaders whose
nations are occasionally at odds. Silent
support for the meeting came from the
Sunnylands Collection of Chinese cloisonné
and other art objects found throughout the
historic house and grounds.
Amidst this setting, Presidents Obama and
Xi agreed to pursue a “new model of majorpower relations,” charting paths forward
on such matters as trade, cybercrime, and
North Korea’s nuclear ambitions. Despite the

nations’ rivalries, President Xi referred to the
“vast convergence of shared interests” that
could lead to common ground.
these talks was the announced commitment
or HFCs. Although designed to replace
chemicals that were weakening the ozone
layer, HFCs have since been shown to be a
to rising global temperatures.
A month after the June meeting, during
the U.S.-China Strategic and Economic
Dialogue in Washington, D.C., the two

S UN N YLANDS
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President Obama and
President Xi meet in the
atrium of the historic
Sunnylands house.

Presidential Meetings
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nations built upon the Sunnylands HFC
proposal. They agreed to regulate heavyincluding employing smart electric grids,
capturing and utilizing carbon emissions,
and gathering and analyzing data on
greenhouse gases.
The presidential summit at Sunnylands
continues to resonate, with the Chinese
press referencing the meeting almost daily,
Level Consultation on People-to-People
Exchange in Washington, D.C., continuing
the cooperation between the two nations.
As Secretary of State John Kerry said in
a statement, “By acting to address climate
change, we can secure America’s place—
and China’s—in the energy economy of the
future. This isn’t about who wins and who
loses. Revolutionizing the way we use and
produce energy can be a ‘win, win, win’—
a win for America, a win for China, and a
win for the world.”

12
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Presidential Meetings

Less than eight months after his historic
summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping,
President Obama again chose Sunnylands
as the venue for an important meeting with
an international leader. In February 2014,
he welcomed His Majesty King Abdullah II
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to
the estate to discuss the Syrian refugee
crisis, among other issues. At Sunnylands,
President Obama announced $1 billion in
loan guarantees to Jordan, stating, “The
people of Jordan have been very generous
in absorbing hundreds of thousands of
displaced persons from that war-ravaged
country. … It’s very important for us to make
sure that we’re supportive of the Kingdom in
accommodating all these refugees.”
The meeting earned global press coverage, with the Los Angeles Times designating
Sunnylands as “The President’s Second

Home for Diplomacy.”
“It’s wonderful to be able to host [King
Abdullah] here at beautiful Sunnylands,”
President Obama told reporters, adding
to have an extensive consultation with His
Majesty in a less formal setting.”
While in residence, President Obama
bills—one lifting the debt limit and the other
In addition, he condemned a measure that
criminalizes homosexuality in Uganda. He
also used the time to meet with senior
Susan Rice.
Sunnylands once again provided a private,
peaceful setting where a president can
meet with world leaders, confer with senior
advisers, complete important work, and enjoy
the beauty and tranquility of the estate.

King Abdullah II
and President Obama
speak with the press
prior to their meeting.
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Confronting the
Challenges of

the Greater
Pacific

The Chinese pavilion
on Sunnylands’ famed
golf course
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The Greater Pacific

Near the end of the nineteenth century, Secretary of State John Hay
declared, “The Mediterranean is the ocean of the past, the Atlantic the

to Australia, Mexico, and Chile in the south, represent some of the most
dynamic forces of commerce in the world, as well as some of the most
troubled. The opportunities and challenges in the area and Sunnylands’

Strengthening
the United
States-Mexico
Relationship
O U T C O M E

Both countries adopt retreat
recommendations, including expanded
partnerships in education and research.

held in partnership with the Mexico Institute
at the Woodrow Wilson International Center
for Scholars to craft a set of recommendations for leaders of the United States and
Mexico aimed squarely at strengthening the
relationship between the two countries.
The resulting report, which is both vision-

ary and pragmatic, became a recommended
blueprint to improve bilateral relations between the neighboring countries. The timing
of the Sunnylands-Wilson Center retreat was
intentional: 2012 was a symbolically auspicious year during which both nations held
presidential elections.
Seizing this occasion for the retreat,
Sunnylands and the Wilson Center’s Mexico
Institute convened a binational, bipartisan
group of 22 opinion and business leaders
and policymakers to develop a proposed
roadmap for an enhanced international
partnership. Participants included former
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice, former New Mexico Governor Bill
Richardson, then-Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, former Michigan Governor and
President of the Business Roundtable John
Engler, U.S. House Speaker John Boehner’s
Ambassador to the U.S. Arturo Sarukhan,
and Rafael Fernández de Castro, former

A binational, bipartisan group of opinion and business leaders
and policymakers convene to develop a roadmap for an enhanced
relationship between Mexico and the United States.

Watch retreat participants
discuss the U.S.-Mexico
relationship report.
sunnylands.org/videos/usmexico

S UN N YLANDS
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foreign policy adviser to Mexican President
Calderón, among others.
The three-day meeting focused on three
topics: security, economic integration, and
migration—with additional sessions on
cultural exchange and the global political
landscape. The working sessions yielded
numerous ideas and a strong set of recommendations that would later be presented
to the newly elected presidents of the United
States and Mexico.

The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands and
the Wilson Center jointly released written and
video reports of the recommendations on
Capitol Hill, in Mexico City, and to the public,
the press, and the business community. The
two organizations also hosted gatherings
at the 2012 Republican and Democratic
national conventions to further inform
American policymakers, while the Wilson
Center’s Mexico Institute continued to
work with the new government of Mexico’s

President Enrique Peña Nieto.
Several recommendations resulting from
the Sunnylands retreat helped inform the

both presidents.

All policymakers need to
put Sunnylands on their
was honored to partner on

for improved economic ties

Jane Harman, President
The Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars
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Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice speaks
during the U.S.-Mexico retreat. Jane Harman,
president, Woodrow Wilson International Center
for Scholars, is shown on the left.

U.S.-China Strategic
Security Dialogue

The Annenberg-Dreier
Commission at Sunnylands

The US-China Strategic Security retreat
in January 2014 at Sunnylands and in
Washington, D.C. was part of a longstanding series held between the United
States and China. The Sunnylands
convening was held in collaboration
with Stanford University’s Preventive
Defense Project, the National Committee
on U.S.-China Relations, and the
China Foundation for International and
Strategic Studies. Previous meetings
have included both public and private
outcomes. The Sunnylands retreat will

Under the leadership of former
Congressman David Dreier, the
Annenberg-Dreier Commission at
Sunnylands was founded to foster
economic, governmental, and cultural
ties among the nations of the Asia

building measures. Tensions surrounding
control of airspace and disputed islands
in the China Sea made this meeting
especially timely and relevant. Further,
while “Track II Diplomacy” normally

Cultural Component: Actress Kate del Castillo, singer/
songwriter Cici Bastida, and graphic designer Edoardo
Chavarin discuss Mexico’s cultural influence on the United
States at an evening panel during the U.S.-Mexico retreat.

which addresses the economic
and international trade importance
that continues to underpin growth in
Internet connectivity, innovation, and
productivity. Working in conjunction
with the Brookings Institution, the
Annenberg-Dreier Commission at
Sunnylands held meetings with senior
throughout Asia, including at a major
conference in Singapore in October

delegation at Sunnylands included
senior military leaders and diplomats.

Angeles featured a keynote address
by former President of Peru Alejandro
Toledo and focused on Latin America
and its growing role in trade and
investment relations.
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Improving Institutions

of Democracy
18
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Institutions of Democracy

At a time when it is important for people of divergent viewpoints to come
Sunnylands provides privacy and space for leaders to take a fresh view on
intractable problems. Topics that range from national security to new models
of Internet governance and the interpretation of laws and judicial decisions
are among those discussed at Sunnylands, where institutions of democracy
is a key area of focus.

A fragmented oversight
direction, uncertainty about what
means a burden of appearing at
hearings or producing papers for
the department’s ability to focus

Homeland
Security and
Congress
O U T CO M E

Raised Congressional, public, and media
awareness about the need to consolidate oversight
of the Department of Homeland Security.

of Commission Co-chair Thomas H. Kean, it
was “maybe the toughest recommendation”
to implement.
The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands
and the Aspen Institute’s Justice & Society
Program convened a distinguished task force
of current and former members of Congress,
and former members of the executive branch
and DHS, as well as other homeland security

Michael Chertoff
Secretary of Homeland Security, 2005-2009

recommendation has not been adopted.
Following the retreat at Sunnylands, the
task force released a powerful report on

A decade after the 9/11 Commission
of terrorism ever to occur on American soil,
Congress has ignored one of the report’s key
recommendations: the call for consolidated
Congressional oversight of the Department
remains unheeded because, in the words

the failure to reform DHS oversight may
be invisible to the public, it is not without
consequence or risk. Fragmented jurisdiction impedes DHS’s ability to deal with three
major vulnerabilities—the threats posed by
small aircraft and boats; cyberattacks; and
biological weapons.” (Continued on p. 21)
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Sovereign Debt and
the IMF

Watch Justice
Anthony Kennedy
speak at the
Sunnylands
Dedication Ceremony.
sunnylands.org/
videos/dedication

Supreme Court
Conversations

Global Internet
Governance

Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands
cohosted with the University of
Southern California Gould School of

Since 2004, Justices of the United
States Supreme Court, including
Justices Breyer, O’Connor, and
Kennedy, have come to Sunnylands.
They met with Leonore Annenberg
until her death in 2009 and then with

The Internet has become essential to
global communication and international
commerce as well as economic,
social, and political progress. Few,
however, understand how the Internet
is governed. Sunnylands joined with
the Internet Corporation for Assigned

experts to discuss the International

to provide feedback on curriculum
materials for teaching the Constitution.
These multimedia materials, developed
under the auspices of The Annenberg
Foundation Trust at Sunnylands and the
Leonore Annenberg Institute for Civics
at the University of Pennsylvania, are
available at AnnenbergClassroom.org
and have been distributed to 40,000
classrooms, libraries, and courthouses
to elucidate the Constitution and
major Supreme Court decisions.
Films produced by the program have
garnered numerous awards.

an international panel of stakeholders
representing governments, civil society,
the private sector, and the technical
community to focus on the future of
Internet governance. Estonian President
Toomas Ilves serves as the panel’s
chair, and Vint Cerf, considered one
of the founders of the Internet, acts as
vice chair. A report being developed by
outcome of a series of meetings held in
Economic Forum in January 2014, and
at Sunnylands in February 2014—will
global Internet cooperation, as well as a
roadmap for a new governance structure
for guiding the future of the Internet.

20
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sovereign debt restructuring. Held at the
Annenberg Community Beach House
in Santa Monica, the meeting solicited
a range of views in answer to an IMF
proposal that distressed countries’
debts be restructured before bailouts
are granted, thereby placing more
burden on private-sector creditors.
Some panelists suggested instead that
creditors extend debt maturities to allow
debtor nations more time to pay. The
meeting resulted in a report endorsing
a strategy of extending bondholder
or other creditor payments that has
restructuring.

Justice Anthony Kennedy meets with
local community college students
during his stay at Sunnylands.

(Continued from p. 19)
The Sunnylands-Aspen Institute Task
Force proposals include:
→ An oversight structure for DHS similar
to other critical departments such as
Defense and Justice
→ Overlapping membership on
Congressional committees that have
jurisdiction over DHS
→ An authorization bill giving DHS clear
direction from Congress
The report and its recommendations were
delivered to every member of Congress

on the twelfth anniversary of the 9/11
attacks. In an op-ed published in The New
York Times and the International Herald
Tribune that same day, Thomas Kean and
Lee Hamilton, 9/11 Commission co-chairs
as well as Sunnylands-Aspen Institute
Task Force members, called for Congress
to “consolidate primary responsibility for
the Department of Homeland Security in
the House and Senate.” This reform, they
contend, will close gaps in oversight and
save time and money while also ensuring
that Americans “get the security they want
and need.”

SUNNYLANDS-ASPEN INSTITUTE TASK FORCE

Arif Alikhan

Juliette Kayyem

COORDINATORS

Thad Allen

Thomas H. Kean Sr.

Meryl Justin Chertoff

Howard Berman

Rep. Loretta Sanchez

Kathleen Hall Jamieson

Michael Chertoff

John Tanner

David Dreier

Caryn A. Wagner

Bob Graham

Kenneth L. Wainstein

Lee H. Hamilton
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Transforming
Education for the
21st Century

22
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Education

Walter and Leonore Annenberg were revered for their philanthropy, which
included gifts that had enormous impact in K-12 and higher education. They
understood that education holds the potential for transforming individual
lives and even whole nations. Building on that legacy, Sunnylands is
deployed—for teachers and students—in classrooms throughout the United
States.

“

I had never before seen an
approach like the Sunnylands

unexpected to me; we achieved
Maria Klawe
President, Harvey Mudd College

Transforming
K-12 Math
Education
O U T CO ME

The groundwork was laid and funding secured
for a new entity to evaluate math education materials
and serve as a resource for teachers and parents.
Most students educated in America’s public
K-12 schools lag behind their global peers
in mathematics achievement. Despite many
long-term trends show only modest improvement, and large achievement gaps persist
among certain socioeconomic and ethnic
It opens the door to high school graduation,
college readiness, and the ability to compete
for the jobs of today and tomorrow.

With this challenge in mind, leaders
from education, technology, policymaking,
and philanthropy gathered for a retreat at
Sunnylands in April 2012 to brainstorm
strategies to bridge these gaps. With active
involvement by Microsoft founder Bill Gates
and led by Harvey Mudd College President
Maria Klawe, participants began exploring
how digital mathematics education tools could
propel achievement in American schools.
While many students are still using outdated
math textbooks, technology use is spreading
at a dizzying rate in some parts of the country.
New kinds of curricula are being developed
in accordance with the Common Core State
Standards, which are being implemented in
45 states and the District of Columbia.
Dubbing themselves the Sunnylands Math
Strategy Group, participants emerged from
the Sunnylands retreat with a lead recommendation: to design an independent entity
that would provide research-based, trusted
evaluations of K-12 mathematics educational

materials in order to spread the use of the

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the group
met on the East and West coasts to incubate
the design for the new entity and to untangle
the inherent complexities and challenges.
At a culminating retreat at Sunnylands in

SUNNYLANDS
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“

In many ways we are
building upon the legacy of
our founders, who gave nearly
$1 billion to educational
Geoffrey Cowan, President,
The Annenberg Foundation Trust at Sunnylands

design and planned for next-phase funding
to support the launch of the entity whose
aim, as former West Virginia Governor Bob
Wise described it, “is that every teacher,
every principal, every school board member,
every practitioner has the tools they need to
make the best decisions about what works in
math for their students.”
Following the retreat it was announced
that Education First will anchor a year-long
phase to develop and launch a new entity
with $900,000 in philanthropic funding and
sponsor. Maria Klawe will continue in
a leadership role.

Learning and the Internet
Sunnylands hosted the Aspen Institute
Task Force on Learning and the
Internet for a two-day conference
aimed at new ways to optimize learning
in a connected world. Task force
members established a framework
for recommendations and in 2014 will

advance healthy online experiences for
young people.

Mignon Clyburn, acting chair, Federal
Communications Commission, speaks at the education
technology summit in Washington, D.C.

24
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Education
Technology
Summit
O U T CO M E

The White House and FCC act on
recommendations to connect virtually every school
to high-speed broadband Internet service.

technology in the classroom is critical to
improving the nation’s K-12 education.

However, questions remain about how to
encourage investment in digital learning and
connect all schools to high-speed Internet
as possible. The Annenberg Retreat at
Sunnylands helped convene two meetings in
Washington, D.C., at which government and
media leaders, superintendents, educators,
and technology entrepreneurs addressed
how to advance key education technology
by the Leading Education by Advancing
high-level leaders—including Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan and then-Chairman
of the Federal Communications Commission

Julius Genachowski—gathered for a private
discussion of the obstacles and opportunities
associated with integrating technology
into American schools. Six months later,
Sunnylands again joined with the LEAD
Commission, and with Common Sense
Media and the NewSchools Venture Fund,
to bring together more than 150 leaders,
including Gene Sperling, director of the
National Economic Council and assistant to
the president; Jim Shelton, acting deputy
secretary of education; Mignon Clyburn,
acting chair of the Federal Communications
Commission; Steve Case, co-founder of
AOL; and Chelsea Clinton.

Watch video of
the Education and
Technology sessions.
sunnylands.org/
videos/edtech

From left, LEAD
Commission members
Columbia University
President Lee Bollinger,
CEO and founder of
Common Sense Media
James Steyer, former
Secretary of Education
Margaret Spellings, and
founding partner of TPG
Capital James Coulter,
with Geoffrey Cowan
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Addressing

Challenges in
Health
26
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Health

Advances in medicine and science are occurring rapidly, but treatments
for mental and physical illnesses are often stymied by lagging health policy
or the failure of public and private entities to work together. Sunnylands
retreats bring together leaders in science, government, industry, and
academia to address barriers and create paths to improved physical and
mental health for people everywhere.

“

This meeting will go down
in history as a turning point
that may lead us to victory
Jack Whitescarver
Director, NIH Office of AIDS Research

Collaborating
on an HIV Cure
O U T CO M E

On World AIDS Day, President Obama
announced a $100 million initiative toward a cure.
Work continues on developing public/private
collaborations that may serve as a model for finding
other cures.

Estimates put the number of people with
HIV at more than 1.1 million in the United
States alone. While medical advances mean
those with HIV now survive much longer than
when the epidemic began, a cure remains
elusive. Finding one remains as challenging
as it is urgent—especially since nearly one in
six of those infected is unaware of his or her
condition and does not realize he or she
may infect others.

Doctors and researchers now believe a
However, they face innumerable barriers in
navigating toward it, including cutbacks in
public funding and a lack of strong industry
investment. To break through such obstacles
and build collaborative networks, The
Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands joined with
AIDS Research to bring together government,
academic, and private-sector leaders for three
The Sunnylands Summit on Public-Private
Partnerships for Research toward a Cure for
HIV led to issuing a Sunnylands Declaration
pledging participants’ commitment to work
together to seek a cure. Just weeks later, at
a White House ceremony marking the 25th
annual World AIDS Day, President Obama
announced a $100 million NIH initiative in
pursuit of a cure.
In recognition of The Annenberg Retreat’s
pivotal role in development of the initiative,

Geoffrey Cowan with
Jack Whitescarver,
director, Office of
AIDS Research,
National Institutes
of Health
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the White House invited Sunnylands
announcement, where he joined noted
AIDS researcher Dr. Anthony Fauci,
Secretary of State John Kerry, Health
and Human Services Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius, philanthropist Bill Gates, and other
international leaders from government,
science, and philanthropy.
“The results of the Sunnylands Summit

on Public-Private Partnerships for Research
toward a Cure for HIV are measurable in
dollars and actions at the highest levels of
government, industry, and research,” says
Cowan. “To know that Sunnylands is a
partner in working toward the eradication
of HIV/AIDS is extraordinary. It is important
founders’ and trustees‘ dreams to make a
better society.”

The Digital Age and Teen
Substance Use
The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands
convened a retreat in Tarrytown, N.Y.,
with the New York Center for Living
to lifting young adults out of the
downward spiral of substance abuse
and addiction.
The conference assembled experts
in technology and media, leaders in
education and public policy, clinicians,
academics, and researchers. Participants focused on ways to educate
parents about how digital media can

Leaders from the worlds of research, government, and private
industry meet at the Sunnylands Summit on Public-Private
Partnerships for Research toward a Cure for HIV.
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adolescents in recovery. Following the
retreat, a website was launched that
provides reliable information for parents
and clinicians on recovery resources and
on prevention, education, and treatment
of teen substance use. At a follow-up
retreat planned for 2014, participants
will address challenges associated with
adolescent Internet use and strategies
to promote healthy online behavior,
especially with regard to online gambling, video games, and cybersex.

Cultural Component: An evening panel during the
HIV Cure summit, featuring actress Judith Light and
writer/producer Neal Baer, explores the impact of
popular culture on the public’s view of health.
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Enriching Lives
through Arts

and Culture
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Walter and Leonore Annenberg understood the power of art to convey human
imagination and emotion. Through their generosity, they brought the gift of art
to countless others. Now with the support of a new generation of trustees,
The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands is exploring how to support positive
societal change through arts and culture—from programs on the artist’s role
in society and architecture’s role in addressing climate change to issues of
preservation of and improved public access to cultural landmarks.

Art & Social
Change
O U T CO M E

Participants adopt a manifesto redefining art and
the role of artists to be distributed internationally.

Filmmakers Forum
In partnership with the Palm Springs
International Film Festival, Sunnylands has
for four years hosted a Filmmakers Forum.
This unique gathering brings together
their experiences and learn from each
other. Topics to spur the conversation

numbers of people around the world,
developing work to advance social, policy,
arts advocates convened at the Sunnylands
estate to share ideas about art as a
mechanism for social justice.
To champion the arts as crucial to the
process of positive change, conferees drafted
a call to action and an invitation to view the
roles of artists and culture anew. The group
called for artists to be acknowledged as
public intellectuals and changemakers who
belong alongside other leaders—in science,
education, law, and policy—in facing the
world’s challenges. Among the participants

language cinema and climate change.
Variety credited the Sunnylands
meeting for making the festival “a
cinematic think tank” and for providing
a multicultural dialogue addressing the
convergence of movies and society.”

who attended and signed the document were
recipients of the Leonore Annenberg Prize for
Art and Social Change, awarded annually by
Creative Time.

Iconic Houses and
the Public
During Palm Springs Modernism Week
Foundation Trust at Sunnylands
partnering with the Palm Springs Art
Museum brought together iconic house
directors from the United States, Mexico,
and Europe. In the privacy of the estate’s
Cottage Campus, the group, led by
Sunnylands Center & Gardens Director
Janice Lyle, hammered out ways to work
together in the future and deepen their
relationships. At a public symposium at
the art museum, panelists discussed
issues inherent in opening historic
houses to the public. The meeting
resulted in a report that was shared
internationally and prompted a meeting
Albert Museum in London.

Trustee Elizabeth
Sorensen with Art
& Social Change
participants author
Jeff Chang and artist
Brett Cook

Watch Art &
Social Change
participants describe
their experience at
Sunnylands.
sunnylands.org/
videos/artsocial
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A Vibrant

Community
Resource
Annenbergs’ wishes and the provisions of their trust,
these extraordinary assets are available to visitors
through Sunnylands Center & Gardens.
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Sunnylands is a one-of-a-kind experience.
A robust schedule of tours, exhibitions,
and public programming for all ages drew

Guests can tour the historic house and/or
Center & Gardens, bring their families for
educational programs, or just come to enjoy
To maintain the estate’s incalculable value
to preserve the historic house and grounds.
Highly trained museum professionals
arts, furniture, books, photographs, and
correspondence. This remarkable collection

“

It means a lot to have

Kennedy’s authority and

shows his dedication to
students, and to have this
Armando Robles
Political Science major, College of the Desert

10 U.S. Presidents, starting with Dwight D.
to the historic house.
about Sunnylands, a guide program was initiated in 2012. Students from nearby colleges
and universities are selected for an intensive
training program in Sunnylands’ history, art,
and architecture. They then lead tours for
thousands of visitors annually. Beginning in
accommodate increasing numbers of visitors
from China curious to see the setting for the
meeting between Presidents Xi and Obama.
Public programming for children and
adults focuses on areas relevant to the
Annenberg legacy, including presidential history,

architecture, performing and visual arts, birds
and horticulture, and sustainability. Sunnylands

special presentations, and much more.
Sunnylands also provides access to a
unique nine-acre garden inspired by the
Annenberg collection of Impressionist paintings. Here the public can enjoy walking paths
plants, a labryinth for contemplation, and
Exhibitions at Sunnylands Center have
featured objects from the Sunnylands
Collection, including English silver-gilt,

A

VIB R ANT

COMMUNITY

R ESOUR CE

35

Chinese cloisonné, and twentieth-century
sculpture. The 2014 exhibition, The Pleasure
of Your Company, highlights the historic and
ongoing social history of Sunnylands, which
has welcomed eight U.S. presidents, other
heads of state, British royalty, and business
and cultural leaders.
In keeping with Walter and Leonore
Annenberg’s extraordinary philanthropic
legacy, Sunnylands continues to partner
with community and national organizations
for research and educational programs. In
addition, The Annenberg Foundation Trust
at Sunnylands recently launched Sunnylands
Press to publish a series of books to further
broaden the reach of Sunnylands and
its treasures.

Sunnylands Center is
a 17,000-square-foot
building completed
in 2011. It serves as a
visitor and education
center and is open free
to the public. It offers
a series of exhibitions
drawn from the Sunnylands Collection,
public programs, and
community events.
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Sunnylands Press
Books focus on recent exhibitions that draw on the Sunnylands Collection
and the Annenbergs’ passion for art, entertaining, and nature.

Art and Nature:
The Gardens at
Sunnylands

Regency Elegance:
English Silver-Gilt
at Sunnylands

Imperial Splendor:
Chinese Cloisonné
at Sunnylands

The Pleasure of
Your Company:
Entertaining at
Sunnylands

A Taste of Sunnylands:
Fifteen Favorite Recipes
from the Annenberg
Family Cookbook

“

Sunnylands has already had a tremendous
impact—economically, culturally, and civically—
on this community and the entire Coachella

Richard Kite, Mayor of Rancho Mirage, 2013-2014

Books

1,300

SIGNED
BOOKS

3,500

TOTAL
BOOKS

Letters

Art objects

Species

Plants

2,800

280

70

53,000

LETTERS TO AND
FROM TEN U.S.
PRESIDENTS

PIECES IN THE
SUNNYLANDS ART
COLLECTION

SPECIES OF ARIDLANDSCAPE PLANTS

INDIVIDUAL PLANTS
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Building for

Future Generations
In a few short years, Sunnylands has grown to
Watch Geoffrey
Cowan discuss the
Annenbergs’ dream
for Sunnylands.
sunnylands.org/
videos/president
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D.C. However, none of the many achievements
that led to this expansion would be possible
without leadership from the board of trustees,
endowment, and meticulously kept facilities.
On the estate grounds, growth is seen
in the recent completion of a pavilion that
serves as a meeting place and features a lap
swimming pool easily accessible by retreat
participants staying on the Cottage Campus.
Plans are under way for a new administration
building, a modern archival facility, and other
capital improvements.
Building the infrastructure necessary for
a new, world-class organization has taken
foresight and careful planning by the trustees
and the president. The results can be seen in
the extraordinary number of visitors welcomed
at Sunnylands, the worldwide media attention
its achievements have attracted, and the
awards it has garnered. Awards include
the 2012 American Society of Landscape
Architects Professional Award to James
Burnett for the design of Sunnylands Gardens,
and several architectural awards to Frederick
Fisher & Partners, including recognition from
the Architectural Foundation of Los Angeles
and the Los Angeles Business Council.

F O R

FUTURE

G E N E R ATI O N S

Sunnylands also is dedicated to promoting
environmental responsibility and to leading
by example. Sunnylands Center & Gardens
uses state-of-the-art green technology

864 panels collects the sun’s rays to power
Sunnylands Center, while an advanced
geothermal system provides climate control,
using the earth’s thermal storage capacity
to regulate the building’s temperatures.
Sunnylands Gardens is composed of aridlandscape plantings that are both beautiful and

the land with wastewater have been installed.
The organization’s commitment was
honored when Sunnylands Center &
Gardens achieved Leadership in Energy

from the United States Green Building
Council. LEED is an internationally
considers factors including measurable
green building design, construction,
operations, and maintenance solutions.

By the Numbers

36,000

132,000

7

8

2

INTERNATIONAL
HEADS OF STATE
HAVE VISITED
SUNNYLANDS

U.S. PRESIDENTS
HAVE VISITED
SUNNYLANDS

PRESIDENTIAL
VISITS IN THE
FIRST TWO YEARS

TOURED THE HOUSE IN THE
FIR ST T WO YE AR S

VISITED SUNNYL ANDS IN THE
FIR ST T WO YE AR S

7,228

60

11

25,000

ACRES OF TURF
RE MOVED TO
REDUCE WATER
CONSUMPTION

L AKES

SQUARE FEET IN THE HISTORIC HOUSE

YARDS FOR THE CHA MPIONSHIP
GOLF COUR SE E X PERIENCE

A solar field of 864 panels helps
power Sunnylands Center.

SUNNYLANDS
CENTER & GARDENS
AWARDED LEED GOLD
CERTIFICATION
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Sunnylands Standards

C O N TACT

Website

The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands brings together world leaders to promote world peace
and facilitate international agreement. For that purpose, the historic Annenberg estate is made
available to the President of the United States, the Secretary of State, the bipartisan leadership
of Congress and other leaders for convening small, high-level retreats. In addition, Sunnylands
brings together global leaders and experts from a host of sectors, with diverse perspectives,
to engage in creative, ambitious problem solving. Whether a White House summit or other
high-level meeting, Sunnylands retreats are designed in detail to foster innovative exchanges of
ideas that produce real outcomes with lasting impact.

Sunnylands.org

Phone
760.202.2222

Mailing Address
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

To ensure true impact, every convening hosted by The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands must
meet rigorous standards set by the founders, Walter and Leonore Annenberg, and adopted by
the trustees of The Annenberg Foundation Trust at Sunnylands.
These standards include the following:

A Topic of National or International Importance. The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands
tackles issues that are global so as to better serve the nation and the world.

High-Level Leaders and Innovators. The leaders and experts invited to meet at Sunnylands
SAN
FRANCISCO
49 8 miles

C
A
LI

Significant and Meaningful Outcome. Retreats must contribute in a real way to advancing

FO
R

solutions and making measurable progress.

N
IA

LOS ANGELES
117 miles

SAN DIEGO
126 miles

Diverse Perspectives. The most pressing issues facing the world today are multifaceted.
Finding solutions requires collaboration among those with a broad range of viewpoints,
experience, and talents.

A Distinct California Lens. From its geographic location in a key hub of the Greater
at Sunnylands recognizes the importance of creativity in all forms, honors diversity and the

PA C I F I C
OCEAN
[SECTION]

41

visit

sunnylands.org/retreats
call

760.202.2222
email

retreats@sunnylands.org

