engaging voices, changing lives

the santa monica college public policy institute
inspires students to make a real difference
in their communities and in the world.

shaping the future
From socioeconomics to education, healthcare to housing, and
energy to the environment, the decisions of policymakers affect
all our lives. Understanding the role we can play collectively
and individually in shaping public policy is essential to our
participatory democracy.
The interdisciplinary, innovative Public Policy Institute at Santa
Monica College educates and empowers a diverse student body
with the academic grounding and hands-on experience they need
to become agents of change  —  whether they choose a career in
public policy or simply want to improve their community and the
world we share. Through an annual symposium and frequent
public forums with civic leaders, the Public Policy Institute also
serves as a powerful force for engaging the community in dialogue
on some of the most pressing public policy issues of the day.
SMC is the only community college in California and among the
first in the country to offer an associate degree and certificate
of achievement in public policy. This pioneering program has
quickly become one of the most successful and popular academic
offerings at SMC. With additional philanthropic support, the
program’s future  —  and that of our students  —   will be even brighter.

“Not only are we deeply committed to providing a high-quality education for our students, but
we also are committed to making sure they develop the kinds of real-world skills they need to
succeed and the life lessons that will stay with them forever.”
Chui L. Tsang, PhD | Santa Monica College superintendent/President

empowering new generations
Officially established in 2010 and
graduating its first class in 2012,
the Public Policy Institute builds
upon the historic interdisciplinary
strengths of SMC. We attract a
diverse student body of all ages,
ethnicities, and socioeconomic
backgrounds, and take pride in
offering an inclusive, supportive
environment that helps students
succeed.
The public policy program more
than quadrupled enrollment
over the past two years, while
community partners for the
experiential learning component
similarly continue to grow. Unique
collaborations with Arizona State
University and American University
in Paris guarantee admission for
graduates of the program who meet
minimum criteria.

by the numbers
as of spring 2015

51% Latino
22% White
11% Asian/Pacific Islander
8% Multiracial
5% Black
3% Unknown

student ethnicity

Expanding career horizons for
underserved and first-generation
college-bound students is a
major priority. More than a third
of the SMC student body is firstgeneration college-bound, while
nearly 50 percent come from
families whose parents did not
complete two years of college.
As the nation’s top community
college for transfers to four-year
institutions, SMC attracts students
not only from California but also
from the rest of the U.S. and some
116 foreign countries.
SMC and the Public Policy Institute
are dedicated to ensuring that
low-income students achieve their
professional goals without adding
significantly to their debt. The
average tuition for in-state students
at SMC is $1,207— less than half
the national average.

85% CALIFORNIA 
13% OUT OF STATE 
2% OTHER COUNTRIES 

GEOGRAPHICAL
AREA
REPRESENTED

65% 20–24
13% 25–29
10% 30–39
6% 40–49
4% 50+
2% 19 & younger

student age

Jay Lopez ’15

“This program developed my skills, knowledge,
and passion, motivating me to think bigger
about how I can contribute to society.”
54% women
46% men

GENDER

79% aa degree
21% certificate

Program
Awards
by type

developing tomorrow’s leaders

Jennifer Barry ’13

The Public Policy Institute at SMC
creates communities of cooperative
learning in which students thrive
as they master an understanding
of how the policymaking system
works, how it relates to the quality
of life of every community member,
how they can advocate for change,
and how they can gain a seat at the
decision-making table.
Our dedicated faculty and
nonpartisan, comprehensive
programs prepare students with
in-depth knowledge of economic,
social, and political issues, as
well as the skill set to foster and
implement solutions for real-world
problems.

“My experience with the Public Policy Institute
has been nothing short of life-changing.
I was given multiple opportunities to apply
my knowledge about the inner workings of
public policy to real-world scenarios.”

The program’s interdisciplinary
and practical approach instills
confidence and resourcefulness
in students, while the required
specialization enables students to
acquire a deeper understanding of
the area of public policy in which
they are most passionate.

The associate degree in public
policy requires 60 semester
units, including at least 20 units
in public policy and/or political
science, six in critical thinking and
communications, and six in an area
of specialization. Students may
earn the certificate of achievement
in public policy by completing the
public policy, critical thinking/
communication, and specialization
requirements of the associate
degree.
Graduates of both the certificate
and associate degree programs
leave equipped with the tools
and resources to successfully
participate in civic life, including
critical evaluation and analysis of
policy options, policy development
and effective implementation
strategies, and preparation to work
directly with government, nonprofit,
and business leaders.

turning knowledge into action

on their way
SMC Public Policy graduates are
accepted to top universities and
colleges across the nation.
American University
Arizona State University
California State University
Long Beach
California State University
Los Angeles
California State University
Northridge
Columbia University
Cornell University
Howard Payne University
Loyola Marymount University
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology
Mills College
Mount St. Mary’s University
Oregon State University
Princeton University
San Francisco State University
Stanford University
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California,
Los Angeles
University of California,
San Diego
University of California,
Santa Barbara
University of California,
Santa Cruz
University of Southern California
University of Washington

Experiential learning internships
in government, nonprofit, and
advocacy agencies are integral
to our academic program,
providing students with invaluable
opportunities to put classroom
learning into practice. We have
built collaborative relationships
with nearly three-dozen community
partner organizations that host our
students and provide them with
mentoring, training, and hands-on
experience.
Our students are integrated into
these agencies, where they are
relied upon as essential team
members — researching issues,
drafting policy resolutions and
memos, and making presentations
to governmental agencies, among
other key activities. In addition to

gaining practical expertise, our
students expand the capacity
of their hosting organizations to
have a positive impact on the
world — and sometimes see their
work published or their proposals
implemented.

Andrea reyes ’15

To earn either the associate degree
or the certificate of achievement
in public policy, students must
complete 30 hours of field
experience. By the time they
complete the program, they have
been transformed into sculptors of
social change.

“Through PPI, I explored the environmentalism
track and discovered how passionate
I am about protecting natural resources.”
“Thanks to our intern, our local public health clinic received training and materials that
helped our volunteers immensely during the early pre-registration chaos surrounding
Covered California’s launch. In turn, she gained dynamic experiential learning and
opportunities that helped her stand out among nursing school applicants.”
debra a. Farmer | President and CEO, Westside Family Health Center

“Public policy forums allow students and the public to hear from and interact directly with
policymakers about the decisions they are making and why and how they make them.”
areas of specialization

Sheila Kuehl | Founding Director and Los Angeles County Supervisor

Arts/Cultural Affairs Policy
From museums to performance and across all media,
the arts advance our culture, enrich our lives, enhance
communities, and contribute greatly to the economy.
The Public Policy Institute prepares students for careers
in facilitating the operation of artistic and cultural
organizations, ensuring their growth and stability in fulfilling
their missions. The expertise we build becomes more vital
with each governmental budget cutback.
Education Policy
Education is the great equalizer that empowers people to
succeed in an increasingly competitive global economy.
Building upon Santa Monica College’s excellence in training
educators, the Public Policy Institute equips students for
meaningful futures in analyzing ways to improve educational
access, implementing more effective pedagogical
programs, and advocating on behalf of at-risk students and
underfunded schools.
Environmental Policy
From climate change to endangered species to water
shortages, the world faces an unprecedented array of
environmental challenges that must be solved while also
addressing related economic issues. The Public Policy
Institute develops the expertise needed to investigate and
positively influence environmental, energy, and climate
policy. Our students also develop the skills to navigate
conflicting constituencies and balance their concerns.

initiating robust dialogue
Each year, the Public Policy Institute
hosts a weeklong symposium and
a series of five to six public policy
forums — all consistently filled to
capacity. Major national, state,
and regional leaders participate
in the symposium as well as the
forum series, which provides a rare
opportunity for debate outside of
a formal public hearing.
During our public policy forum
series, students and community
members engage directly with
policymakers on some of the most
pressing issues facing society.
The format is interactive, with
an hour-long panel discussion

followed by an hour of conversation
with the audience. This offers an
unparalleled opportunity for robust,
open, and in-depth dialogue. Topics
have included: the effect of local,
state, and federal policies on foster
youth; whether Prop 13 — which
limited the tax and valuation of
residential properties — should
be changed; the pros and cons
of reforming the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA);
why cities go bankrupt; the shift
of responsibility for overseeing
prisons and probation; and other
vital issues.

The symposium focuses on a
different area of specialization
within the curriculum each
year — arts/cultural affairs policy,
education policy, environmental
policy, public health policy, or urban/
socioeconomic policy —  and garners
significant attendance as well as
partnership from relevant external
organizations. Our 2014 “Arts
and Citizenship” symposium, for
instance, featured internationally
acclaimed artists, writers, and
arts advocates, and included
numerous performances and
panel discussions, storytelling for
audiences ranging from fifth graders
to adults, and a campus arts walk.

Public Health
The health of individuals and communities affects us all.
However, in terms of policy, public health ranks among the
most contentious issues facing society. The Public Policy
Institute strives to turn this contention into consensus,
and we prepare our students to do the same as they take
their place as professionals and community leaders in
promoting public health policy. Students explore gun
violence prevention, immunizations, wellbeing, public health
preparedness, disease prevention, healthcare access, and
other crucial issues.
Urban/Socioeconomics
As news headlines demonstrate, urban areas — especially
inner cities — face overwhelming challenges, including
poverty, crime, unemployment, inadequate healthcare
and schools, and high infant mortality. Students gain
grounding in economics, sociology, psychology, and other
areas necessary to research and work for the reform
needed to improve these communities and offer hope and
opportunities to their residents.

providing exemplary leadership

Sheila James Kuehl, JD

Nancy Greenstein, EdD

Richard Tahvildaran-Jesswein, PhD

Shari Davis, MMP

Founding Director

Member, SMC Board of Trustees

Founding Co-Director

Co-Director

A pioneering civil rights attorney,
professor, and lawmaker, Sheila James
Kuehl was elected in 2014 to the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors,
representing District 3. The fivemember Board of Supervisors is the
county’s governing body, uniquely
serving executive, legislative, and
quasi-judicial roles for the largest
and most complex local government
in the nation.

Nancy Greenstein was elected to
the Santa Monica College Board of
Trustees in 2002. She was a driving
force in the establishment of the
Public Policy Institute at SMC. Since
1997, she has been director of Police
Community Services at the UCLA
Police Department and is nationally
recognized for programs and
strategies that bring together diverse
groups and agencies to resolve
pressing issues.

Richard Tahvildaran-Jesswein is
a full professor at Santa Monica
College, teaching American politics
and difference theory. In 2010,
President Chui L. Tsang appointed him
associate director of the Public Policy
Institute, where he supervises the
academic program and its experiential
component.

Adjunct Professor of Political Science
Shari Davis teaches Introduction to
Public Policy and co-directs the Public
Policy Institute.

Supervisor Kuehl previously served
eight years in the California State
Senate and six years in the State
Assembly. She was the first woman in
California history to be named speaker
pro tempore of the Assembly. During
her tenure, she chaired the Senate
Health Committee, the Senate Natural
Resources and Water Committee, and
the Assembly Judiciary Committee.
She sat on nearly every committee in
both houses and authored 171 bills
that became law.
She was a law professor at Loyola,
UCLA, and the University of Southern
California and, in 2012, was appointed
the Regents’ Professor of Public Policy
at UCLA.
Supervisor Kuehl graduated from
Harvard Law School in 1978, where
she was the second woman in the
school’s history to win the Moot
Court competition. She served on the
Harvard University Board of Overseers
from 1998 to 2005.

A current board member and past
president of the Southern California
American Civil Liberties Union, she
also serves on the Santa Monica/
UCLA Medical Center Board of
Advisors and on the boards of
Inglewood-based Social Justice
Learning Institute and The Broad
Stage. She is the City of Santa
Monica’s representative on the Los
Angeles County West Vector District
Board, which she previously chaired.
Dr. Greenstein received a bachelor’s
degree in education from Boston
University, a master’s degree in Social
Work with a community organizing
specialty from UCLA, and a doctorate
in Education from UCLA.

Active in the community, Dr. Tahvildaran-
Jesswein is an elected member of
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District’s Board of Education. He has
twice served as SMC’s Academic
Senate president. During his tenure,
he overhauled the shared governance
process to enhance communication,
to ensure that decision-making was
more inclusive, and to foster a learning
experience that embraces SMC’s
diverse student body. He has also
co-chaired SMC’s Self-Study Steering
Committee for accreditation, served for
four years as vice chair of the college’s
District Planning Council, and was vice
chair of the college’s Strategic Planning
Initiative.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in
American Politics and American
Studies from California State
University, Hayward; a master’s
degree in American Politics and
Political Theory from California State
University, San Francisco; and a PhD
in American Politics and Difference
Theory from Northern Arizona
University in Flagstaff.

She co-chairs Community for Excellent
Public Schools, a nonprofit, grassroots
political action committee, and chairs
The Children’s Partnership, a national
nonprofit advocacy organization. She
is a past chair of Covenant House
California and has served on the
boards of the Children’s Museum of
Los Angeles, the Weingart Center
Partners, and Affordable Living for
the Aging. She also has served on
numerous school-oriented committees
and bond-measure campaigns, and
was a candidate for the Santa Monica
City Council.
Prior to her nonprofit and community
work, Ms. Davis spent 12 years
as a public affairs advocate and
governmental relations and municipal
finance consultant.
She graduated magna cum laude and
Phi Beta Kappa from the University of
Southern California in Political Science
and Public Relations. She earned a
master’s degree in Public Policy at
Harvard University’s Kennedy School
of Government, where she co-chaired
the student government and served
on the Institute of Politics advisory
committee.

fulfilling the institute’s potential
In just a few short years, the Public Policy Institute at Santa
Monica College has become a beacon illuminating new career and
leadership opportunities for under-represented students, a bulwark
strengthening partnerships between the college and the community,
and a bridge providing the public with meaningful opportunities to
engage in dialogue with civic leaders.
To fulfill the institute’s potential for transforming individual lives and
improving our collective future, we seek philanthropic investment to
provide the resources needed to:
»	Endow chairs to support our exceptional faculty
» Hire dedicated staffing for our growing program, particularly in the
area of internship development, oversight and field advising
» Fund student scholarships and create a unique fellowship
component
» Create new classes and areas of concentration
»	Develop a research component, including specialized research
training for students
» Publish public policy briefing papers
»	Endow a fund to sustain the institute’s ability to attract highvisibility speakers to our annual symposium and other programs
»	Expand and enhance community education efforts
»	Offer continuing education programs
»	Develop an intensive summer program for area high school
students
Together with partners who share our vision of inclusiveness and
engagement, we can build upon current accomplishments to forge
new paths to success for our students and alumni, as well as the
communities they serve.

“Your support will help us fulfill the enormous potential of the Public Policy Institute as an agent
of change for SMC students, the community, and our society for generations to come.”
Paul W. Hosch | Chair, Santa Monica College Foundation Board
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“Public policy is about community. It’s a reflection of our values and our commitment
to collectively take care of each other.”
Nancy Greenstein, EdD | Member, Santa Monica College Board of Trustees
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naming opportunities
Public Policy Institute Naming Gift
$15-20 million endowment (would provide $750K-$1M per year)
A gift to endow and name the Public Policy Institute would forever associate the
donor’s name with this groundbreaking program, the only one of its kind at a U.S.
community college. The funding made available through this endowment would
build the institute’s infrastructure, increase staffing, support expansion of the
curriculum and programming into promising new areas, and facilitate the creation of
new community partnerships as well as alliances with four-year institutions around
the globe.
Faculty Chairs
$1-2 million endowment (would provide $50K-$100K per year)
Founder’s Chair
Director’s Chair
Trustees’ Chair
Professorships
Internship Program
$2.5 million endowment (would provide $125K per year)
This experiential learning program provides all students with real-world experience
that opens their career horizons while offering invaluable support and fresh
perspectives to the organizations they serve. Funding would allow the institute to
hire a full-time administrator to oversee the program and identify and cultivate new
placement opportunities for this rapidly growing program, which has graduated
more than 100 students in its first two years alone.
Symposium Series
$1.5 million endowment (would provide $75K per year)
Funding would perpetually support this annual weeklong spring symposium,
focusing on one of the Public Policy Institute’s areas of specialization each
year. This dynamic series includes community forums, educational outreach,
performances, and much more.

continued » » »

Specialization Areas
$1.5 million endowment per program (would provide $75K per year)
Arts/Cultural Affairs Policy
Education Policy
Environmental Policy
Public Health Policy
Urban/Socioeconomic Policy
New concentrations TBD
Summer Program
$1.5 million endowment per program (would provide $75K per year)
Funding would support development of a bridge program with the Santa Monica
Unified School District, in which high school students accepted to Santa Monica
College would have the opportunity for a two-week summer intensive offering
hands-on public policy training.
Research Fund
$1 million endowment (would provide $50K per year)
Funding for research would help launch a foundational research course to introduce
the basic elements of social science research to all students in the program. It also
would support student research teams working on special projects in the field.
Publications Fund
$500,000 endowment (would provide $25K per year)
This fund would support a new briefing papers series, and allow the institute to
publish top student papers following each annual symposium, for instance.
Innovation Fund
$500,000 endowment (would provide $25K per year)
Funding would support new pilot projects as they arise, such as planning for
new courses, certificates or community education programs, as well as developing
an online curriculum that could be available to interested students anywhere in
the country.
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forum/symposium participants
Following are just a few of the distinguished speakers at recent Public Policy
Institute programs:
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Trevor Albert, Filmmaker
Ben Allen, California State Senate (26th District)
Phil Ansell, Director, Los Angeles County Department of Social Services
Karen Bass, Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Kafi Blumenfield, Founding Executive Director, Discovery Cube,
Former President and CEO, Liberty Hill Foundation
Julia Brownley, Member, U.S. House of Representatives
Sonia Caravalho, Partner, Best, Best and Krieger LLP / City Attorney,
Santa Ana and Claremont
Erwin Chemerinsky, Founding Dean, UC Irvine School of Law
Rick Cole, Former City Manager, Ventura
LaShonda Coleman, Director of College Programs, the Rape Treatment
Center, Santa Monica/UCLA
Diane Cummins, Senior Advisor to Governor Jerry Brown on Realignment
Susan Disney Lord, Executive Producer
P. Lamont Ewell, Former City Manager, Santa Monica
Debra A. Farmer, President/CEO, Westside Family Health Center
Cliff Graves, Senior Economic Development Officer, City of Carson
Dr. Mitchell Katz, Director, Los Angeles County Department of Health
Services
Richard Katz, Member, Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority Board
Sheila Kuehl, Los Angeles County Supervisor (3rd District)
Abbe Land, Former Mayor, West Hollywood
Wendy Lazarus, Founder and Co-President, The Children’s Partnership
Abby Leibman, CEO, Mazon, A Jewish Response to Hunger
Barbra McLendon, Director, Public Policy, Alzheimer’s Association
California Southland Chapter
Keith McNutt, Director, Western Region, The Actors Fund
Jerilyn Lopez Mendoza, Vice President, Los Angeles Board of Public Works

continued » » »

» Cindy Miscikowski, President, Board of Harbor Commissioners,
Port of Los Angeles
» Nicole Ressa, Sr. Director of Community Education & Training,
Planned Parenthood Los Angeles
» Dr. Sion Roy, Cardiologist, UCLA-Harbor Medical Center
» Julie Rusk, Assistant Director, Community and Cultural Services, Wellbeing Project,
City of Santa Monica
» Dr. Freddi Segal-Gidan, Assistant Clinical Professor, USC; Neurology,
Family Medicine & Gerontology Director, Rancho/USC California Alzheimer’s
Disease Center (CADC)
» John Singleton, Filmmaker
» Paul Tough, Author
» Suzanne Verge, President, Los Angeles Chapter, Brady Campaign
to Prevent Gun Violence
» Antonio Villaraigosa, Former Mayor, Los Angeles
» Terry Tempest Williams, Author
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