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Nazareth House Los Angeles Celebrates 75 Years of Service
Since 1935, Nazareth House Los
Angeles has provided a quality,
caring home for thousands of seniors
from throughout Southern California.
To celebrate the milestone 75th
anniversary, the Sisters of Nazareth
invited the extended Nazareth House
community—including families of
current residents, families of past
residents, generous supporters,
members of local parishes and the
surrounding neighborhoods, and
many other friends of Nazareth
House—to an open house on
Sunday, November 14.
Guests were treated to tours, a
preview of plans for revitalizing the
Nazareth House campus, birthday

Nazareth House Launches New Publication
To keep in better touch with families, friends and supporters, Nazareth House Los Angeles has launched
Caring for Community. The newsletter will be produced three times a year and will highlight the people who make
Nazareth House such a special place. We hope you enjoy the inaugural issue, and we welcome your feedback.
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cake and other refreshments, and the opportunity
for camaraderie.
Join us in looking back at nearly eight decades of
service to the greater Southern California region.

lation. The Sisters again stepped up to fill the great
demand for the type of caring environment for which
they already had gained a strong reputation.

The Sisters of Nazareth first came to California in
1924, at the invitation of Archbishop John J. Cantwell.
Soon, they founded the first Nazareth House in the
United States, in San Diego. The Sisters saw significant need throughout California and were blessed by
a gift from an elderly couple, Mr. and Mrs. Fritz, who
donated a furnished apartment building in Hollywood
that allowed the Sisters to establish a home for the
aging in Los Angeles in 1935.
Although Nazareth House Los Angeles expanded
during its first decade, it became clear by the mid1940s that an even larger, more modern facility
would be needed to provide affordable housing and
residential care to the region’s rapidly growing popu-
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ments throughout the property over the years, with the most
recent significant expansion occurring in 1991.

Building community
Creating a sanctuary in Cheviot Hills

From a humble launch to rapid expansion
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In 1950, the Sisters acquired an assisted-living
facility adjacent to the Cheviot Hills neighborhood
in West Los Angeles for the purchase price of
$360,000, bolstered by leadership support from
the Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation.
What now serves as the main building fronting
Manning Avenue was constructed between 1952
and 1954, when the Care Center—an on-site skillednursing facility—also opened.
Initially limited to elderly women, Nazareth House
expanded by 1960 to also become a sanctuary for
aging couples and elderly men of all faiths seeking a high-quality, residential facility to support their
physical, emotional and spiritual well-being. Nazareth
House has completed other additions and improve-

The Sisters foster a warm, home-like atmosphere and a vibrant
living community, with meaningful opportunities for fellowship;
activities that engage and rejuvenate body, mind and spirit; and
transportation for residents to medical appointments, shopping
excursions and commercial services, such as banking. Mass is
celebrated twice daily and Nazareth House’s beautiful chapel
is always open for residents, no matter what their faith.
For the past six decades, this tranquil, secluded, fiveacre campus has served not only as Nazareth House Los
Angeles’ home, but also as home for thousands of seniors
from throughout Southern California. From the earliest
days to the present, Nazareth House Los Angeles and
the Sisters have faithfully fulfilled our mission of creating
a safety net for seniors of limited means. Today Nazareth
House remains the only Catholic assisted-living facility
on the west side of Los Angeles.

History of the
Sisters of Nazareth
Victoire Larmenier, foundress of the
Sisters of Nazareth, began her ministry to the elderly poor soon after
entering the novitiate in 1851. She
journeyed from France with three
other Sisters at the request of the
London branch of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul to create a foundation to care for the marginalized aging
members of that community.
Despite limited resources, the Sisters
established the first Nazareth House
in 1857 in Hammersmith, England—
which today remains the organization’s international headquarters. The
Sisters of Nazareth received official
recognition by the Holy See as a religious community in 1864.
By the time Victoire Larmenier
died in June 1878, she had overseen
the founding of eight other Nazareth
Houses in England, Scotland, Wales
and Ireland. Today the Sisters of
Nazareth maintain ministries in
Australia, England, Ireland, New
Zealand, Scotland, South Africa,
Wales and Zimbabwe, in addition to
the United States. In California, the
Sisters also run homes for the elderly
in Fresno, San Diego and San Rafael.
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Labor of Love

Soon after entering the Sisters of Nazareth, Sister
Celine O’ Dea found her calling as a midwife. At age
20, she was assigned to a home in Southampton in
the south of England before moving to North Wales,
where she spent 24 years running the Nazareth
House mothers and babies home in Wrexham,
near the English border.
During her tenure as a midwife, Sister Celine
delivered hundreds of babies, including three in a
single night. “I’ve lost track of how many,” she says.
“Over one thousand, maybe more.”
Each received tender care, as Sister Celine was
devoted to helping bring new lives into the world, as
well as nursing and comforting their mothers. The
mothers—especially the very young ones, often 13 or
14 years old—were helped in other ways as well. The
home engaged two teachers, so the girls would not
miss out on their education as they waited to deliver
their infants. A gynecologist came regularly to assess whether a home delivery was appropriate, and
a social worker would facilitate adoptions for those
who felt they couldn’t keep their babies.
“They would come to me and say, ‘Sister, what
should I do? I want to keep the baby, but I also want
to give it a future, and I have no money,’” Sister
Celine recalls of the numerous mothers at the home.
She always replied that it was their decision, and, no
matter what that decision was, she did her best to
help each and every one.
“If the mothers kept their babies, we taught them
how to care for them,” says Sister Celine. “And if the
mother did not want to see the baby, that was fine, too.”
Most mothers left her care with their babies, but
Sister Celine did not pressure them. She would tell
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them, “The baby was part of them and always would
be, even if it was adopted.”
Sister Celine says many of the young women still
write to her, thanking her for the care they received
and sending photos of their children as they continue to grow and thrive. One mother also wrote to the
British newspaper the Daily Star, nominating Sister
Celine for the paper’s Gold Star of the Year Award,
which she received in 1984. The paper flew her
and her sister superior first class to London to
accept the award.

Sister Celine told the paper: “My life is a calling. I
gave up the prospect of marriage and motherhood
myself to dedicate my life to work for God and to
help others.” Of earning the award, she said, humbly,
that the Sisters of Nazareth “are not used to this sort
of thing or receiving publicity. Normally we like to get
on with things in a very quiet way.”
Born in County Clare, Ireland, Sister Celine was
one of a family of 10 children. Two older sisters were
midwives, while Sister Celine and her twin joined the
Sisters of Nazareth.

Eventually, rheumatoid arthritis led the twins to
transfer to the warmer climate of Southern California.
While the Sisters of Nazareth order doesn’t allow siblings to serve in the same house, Sister Celine came
to Los Angeles, while her twin—who passed away in
2008—transferred to San Diego.
For the past 20 years, Sister Celine has served at
Nazareth House Los Angeles, where she has continued to care for others with the compassion that you
can still hear in her delicate voice.
Of her life’s work, she says, “It was a labor of love.”
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1934

1935

1957

1959

November 5

April 10

January 12

January 12

The Sisters of Nazareth
begin preparations for
the new Nazareth House
Los Angeles at 1518
N. Kenmore Avenue
in Hollywood.

First resident is admitted.

A new chapel is constructed
in the main building. The
old chapel is converted
into four double rooms,
one single room, plus
bathrooms and accommodation for nine people.

A new convent and
novitiate facility is
constructed, connecting
to the main building.

1948

Sisters in residence are:
Mother Cyprian, Sister
Lewis Bertrand, Sister
Palladius and Sister
Catherine Mary.

19 3 4

1959

1965

June 30

August

A new residential addition
opens.

A swimming pool is added
to campus.

1952

March 19

May 5

Nazareth House Los Angeles
moves to 2236 Clarington
Avenue, which includes three
dwelling places on five acres.

Nazareth House Los Angeles
moves to 3333 Manning
Avenue in Cheviot Hills.

TIMELINE

NAZARETH HOUSE LOS ANGELES

1968

1977

1975
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2010

April

October

January

November

A new assembly hall opens.

A 12-bed skilled nursing unit, the Care Center,
opens on campus.

St. Michael’s—a new building for retired priests—is
added to the campus.

Msgr. Royale Vadakin
blesses the renovated
Care Center as part of
the 75th anniversary
open house ceremony.

1972
June
Two old buildings on campus
are demolished and replaced
with the new St. Joseph’s
and St. Anne’s buildings.

1982

1985

1993

October 31

December

September

Eight new beds are added
to the Care Center.

The east wing residential
unit grows by eight units.

Fourteen beds are added
to the Care Center.
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Joining the Nazareth House Family

When he was only 2 years old, Albert Couturier’s
mother died in childbirth. He never got to meet his
baby sister, and barely got to know his father or two
older brothers. Then from age 5 to 19, he was confined to a hospital bed because of a fused hip. Despite his tragic early start, and later setbacks, Albert’s
life has remained one full of hope and inspiration.
At age 21, he took a chance on his future and left
his hometown of Fall River, Massachusetts, hopping
on a Greyhound bus headed for Los Angeles with all
of 10 dollars in his pocket. Even back in the ’40s, that
wasn’t much to live on as he pounded the pavement,
looking for a job in a city where he was a stranger.
Equipped with only an eighth-grade education, he
found a job within four days, at Solex Laboratories,
which had just introduced contact lenses. A quick
study, Albert also made friends easily in his new home.
Soon after settling in Los Angeles, he launched
a fencing school, which still holds classes today. His
love for the sport was kindled when he watched the
1940 movie The Mark of Zorro from his hospital bed.
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“There’s a beautiful duel at the end, with Tyrone Powell and Basil Rathbone,” he recalls. “I thought, I have
to learn how to do that!”
While he has suffered from severe arthritis and
a weak knee his whole life, fencing renewed both
his body and spirit. “There’s a lot of movement in
fencing,” he explains. “After I was in the hospital
for so long, my doctors couldn’t believe how much
my muscles had built up. As a competitor, though, I
wasn’t very good. I was better as a teacher.”
He maintained the school for nearly 60 years, before Parkinson’s Disease forced him to retire at age
80. “Someone else runs it now,” he says.
In his full-time career, he remained at Solex—his
first Los Angeles employer—for 10 years, before taking a job at Hughes Aircraft for the following decade.
His next job, at Litton Industries, was his favorite,
ordering items needed for making the first space
suits. He stayed there 10 years before moving to his
longest position, as a clerk for the Internal Revenue
Service, where he remained for 26 years.

While Albert found fulfillment in his friends, fencing and in his work, he never had a family. He learned
of his first love’s death in Massachusetts in an
automobile accident when her parents wrote to him
after his arrival in Los Angeles. Years later, another
girlfriend—a smoker—died from throat cancer before
they could get engaged. He found another girlfriend
“too domineering,” but they ended up becoming close
friends. “I’m godfather to her child,” he says.
“I made a lot of friends through the years,” says
Albert, who became part of the Nazareth House
family a year and a half ago. “They still come to visit
me and take me to lunch.”
An avid opera and classical music fan, he enjoys
going to see “Direct from the Met” at local cinemas
with some of his friends, who he also credits with
helping him find Nazareth House.
“I was lucky that someone found this place for
me,” he adds. “I hadn’t heard of it before. The
Sisters and the residents here are great. This is a
very special place.”

Board of Trustees Established
Nazareth House has created a new board
of trustees that will provide oversight
for all four of the Nazareth Houses in
California—Fresno, Los Angeles, San
Diego and San Raphael. The board is
comprised of several Sisters of Nazareth,
as well as other professionals who can
provide leadership and guidance in support of the mission of Nazareth House.
We welcome the inaugural board of
trustees and thank them for their service to the Nazareth House community.
They are:
Ms. Mary Pat Cooper
Ambassador, Society of the Little Flower
Mr. Phil Devin, Ph.D.
Rand Corporation
Mr. Eddie Finucci, J.D.
Honorary Vice Consul of Italy
Ms. Monika White, Ph.D
Founder, Monika White Consulting;
Board Member, California Council on
Gerontology & Geriatrics
Sr. Marie McMcCormack, CSN
Regional Superior, Sisters of Nazareth
Sr. Gertrude Hennessey, CSN, Ph.D.
Sr. Fintan Keaveney, CSN
Sr. Catherine Rae, CSN, M.Ed.
Sr. Margaret Spence, CSN
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N e w s f r o m N a z a r e t h H o u s e L o s An g e l e s
Caring for Community is published three times a year by Nazareth House Los Angeles.

Nazareth House Los Angeles
3333 Manning Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90064
310.839.2361 telephone
www.nazarethhouse.org
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