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Glimpses of a Lost World
Los Angeles has a reputation for
being the mecca of the moment and
the foreground of the future. But
where can one turn for its history?
One place is the California Historical
Society (CHS) digital archive
(www.usc.edu/arc/digarchives), an
online collection of more than
18,000 images that document the
history of Los Angeles and its envi-

“We wanted to digitize the images
to protect the delicate glass

rons from the 1860s to the 1930s.
The CHS collection passed
through many hands before it final-

negatives from too much handling,”

ly wound up at USC and on the

says Wayne Shoaf. “There was also

Web. The original prints, glass

the huge challenge of digitizing so

plate negatives and film negatives
initially belonged to Charles C.

many images. Could we do it?

Pierce, a pioneering photographer

Nobody back then knew if this could

in the Southland during a period

be done on such a large scale.”

when the Queen of the Cow
Counties was just beginning to transform itself into a booming,

Grape-pickers in late 19th century

the downtown area to West Pico

sprawling metropolitan area.

Southern California

Boulevard and expanded his large

What attracted Pierce to Southern California was not its scenery
but its salubrious climate. He escaped the harsh winters of Chicago

reproducing those of his contemporaries, eventually amassing roughly

in 1886, when he was 33 years old, and scraped together a living in

23,000 images.

Los Angeles by lugging his cumbersome camera equipment from

In 1941, five years before Pierce’s death, the Title Insurance and

house to house and business to business, persuading homeowners and

Trust Company of Los Angeles purchased his collection for use in its

proprietors to purchase his photographs. He recorded prominent

promotional literature and, in 1977, the company donated the collec-

commercial blocks, residences and districts decade by decade and

tion to the California Historical Society. USC accepted the collection

arranged his growing collection by street, subject or event — thus

from the CHS on a long-term, renewable loan in 1990. Six years

creating an invaluable resource for historians of the region.

later, USC Information Services began to digitize the collection so

In 1890, Pierce and a partner established the Tourist View

A resident of Chinatown, circa 1900

collection of historic photographs by

Depot, a commercial photography business in downtown Los

that it could be made widely accessible on the Web.
Matt Gainer, Information Services’ digital imaging director, was

Angeles. They produced images of elegant hotels, citrus groves and

pursuing his MFA in studio art at USC when he began digitizing the

land auctions and captured early views of the San Fernando Valley,

CHS collection in 1996. “Back then, USC wasn’t on the cutting edge of

Pasadena, Santa Monica, San Pedro, Hollywood, Long Beach,

archival photo digitization,” Gainer says. “It was on the bleeding edge.”

Catalina and Venice.
Pierce had enough money by 1900 to establish his own gallery,
C.C. Pierce and Company. As his business grew, Pierce moved from

In 1998, Gainer began his fruitful collaboration with Wayne
Shoaf, a USC librarian and metadata specialist, who recalls that the
CONTINUED
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G E T TI N G TH E B I G P I CTU R E

WITH A RECENT $75,000 GRANT FROM AT&T, USC
INFORMATION SERVICES IS HELPING TO CREATE
the AT&T Data Visualization Wall — an access grid that
allows scientists to collaborate on complex data and monitor
large, long-term scientific computations.
Led by USC’s Center for High Performance Computing
and Communications, a partnership between Information
Services and the USC Viterbi School of Engineering’s

ORI ENT EXP RESS

W

When Lloyd Smith was an undergraduate studying business at USC in the late 1950s, he often read newspapers in a
handsome redbrick building that was then known as the University Branch of the Los Angeles Public Library. Today,
that building houses USC’s East Asian Library, the recent recipient of Smith’s $250,000 gift to renovate a space for
student and faculty interaction and to support the acquisition of books for the library’s rapidly expanding premodern
Japanese collection.

What prompted his generosity? Smith recalls an article he read as an undergraduate in The Daily Trojan, the

USC student newspaper, about a retired librarian who had earned her library science degree at USC and donated
money every year in support of her alma mater’s libraries. “She’d worked in a public library all her life, so she couldn’t

Information Sciences Institute, the project will involve outfitting a room with wall-sized, high-resolution video
screens, as well as state-of-the-art audio equipment.
The room will offer high-speed network access for
sharing data over wide geographic areas and computers to
link the equipment and perform complex data processing.
In such a multimedia environment, users will be able to distribute data and information, collaborate on group projects
and interact with scholars at other universities.
“AT&T is committed to investing in programs that use
technology to improve the quality of teaching and learning,”
says Diana Clark, AT&T sales vice president for Los
Angeles. “With AT&T’s longstanding commitment to education, we are proud to support USC’s creation of a data
visualization wall, which will use advanced technologies to
have made much,” says Smith, “but she still gave what she could each year. Her story has stayed with me ever since.”
Smith started contributing to the USC libraries in 1993 and has increased his support steadily over time. “Good,
strong libraries,” says Smith, “make the whole university better.”
He did not complete his bachelor’s degree at USC. “I was supporting a family and working in addition to pursuing
my business degree here,” he says, “and the tuition fees were increasing.” So, reluctantly, he transferred to California
State, Fullerton, which was more affordable, and switched his emphasis from business to history.
“I wanted to be a history teacher,” he recalls, “but there wasn’t enough money in teaching to support a family, so
I became a trainer at Pacific Bell instead.” He spent several decades at the telephone company — later absorbed by
Pacific Telesis — re-educating managers who were struggling with corporate changes after the breakup of AT&T.
The work, Smith admits, was very challenging. “It was difficult for the trainees to adapt to change.”
Not so for Smith. Since retiring from Pacific Telesis, he has become a world traveler. Inspired by the romance of
travel depicted in books and films such as The Good Earth, Death on the Nile and Around the World in Eighty Days, he
rode the Orient Express, explored Egypt, and even went around the world in 80 days, following most of the novel’s
itinerary. But it was a trip down China’s Yangtze River and off-the-beaten-track journeys in Nepal, Korea, Vietnam,
help students and faculty in their research, communications
and collaboration in the years to come.”
The data visualization wall will be a boon to groups

Japan and Southeast Asia that made him realize the importance of understanding the nations of the Pacific Rim.
“Our country does a tremendous amount of business with people in Asia,” says Smith, “but we need to have a deeper
understanding of their histories, cultures and values. I hope my gift will help bring this about.”

@

Kevin Durkin

working on large-scale research projects, such as geologists
studying earthquakes or researchers investigating molecular
biology and genomics. The system also will be used to
support teleconferenced meetings, seminars, lectures, tutorials

Muirl Johnstone M.D. ’56 has donated his

and training.
“USC has been a leader in grid computing and multimedia technologies,” says Jerry D. Campbell, USC’s chief
information officer and dean of University Libraries. “The
installation of the AT&T Data Visualization Wall represents
an important advance in our effort to use these technologies
on campus, and will help to enhance USC’s reputation as a
leading research university.”
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Jennifer George

collection of 28 books in the Wizard of Oz series
to USC Specialized Libraries and Archival
Collections. Many of the titles are first editions
authored by L. Frank Baum and Ruth Plumy
Thompson, and illustrated by John R. Neill.
Dr. Johnstone made the gift in memory of his father,
the late George Rufus Johnstone, USC professor of Botany
from 1924-1953.

Double Take
16 T H U S C S C R I P T E R ® R E S U LT S I N U N P R E C E D E N T E D T I E
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE 16-YEAR HISTORY OF THE

River, who accepted on behalf of Lehane. Actress and longtime

USC SCRIPTER® AWARD, THE WRITERS BEHIND TWO

selection committee member Anne Archer presented Helgeland’s

films tied for the annual book-to-film adaptation award, sponsored

award to Alan Wertheimer, Helgeland’s friend and attorney.

by the Friends of the USC Libraries.

Accepting his award, Ross said: “I had never written an adapta-

Mystic River author Dennis Lehane and screenwriter Brian
Helgeland, along with Seabiscuit author Laura Hillenbrand and screen-

to stay true to her book, but to find something personal to serve as a

writer Gary Ross, were honored with the coveted crystal book award at

compass. This is a story about healing and kindness, and you don’t

the gala ceremony on Sunday, February 15. The sold-out event drew

often get to make those kinds of movies in Hollywood.”

400 attendees and benefited the Doheny Library Preservation Fund.
On hand to fete the writers were a number of literary luminaries.
Ross received his Scripter from fellow screenwriters Paul Attanasio (an
Academy Award® nominee for Donnie Brasco and Quiz Show) and

Film critic, author and USC
Cinema-Television faculty member
Leonard Maltin presented a clip

tion before. By example, Laura pointed me in the right direction —

The evening concluded with a musical celebration featuring the
winning films’ theme songs, arranged and conducted by Jason
Goldman and performed by the USC Thornton Jazz Orchestra.
Actress Sharon Gless emceed the event, with comedy legend

Callie Khouri (Oscar winner for Thelma and Louise). Writer and

Hal Kanter serving as grand master of ceremonies. Robert Towne

historian Richard Reeves presented the award to Seabiscuit actors

once again led the selection committee, while Catherine Goldsmith

Elizabeth Banks and Gary Stevens, who accepted on Hillenbrand’s

chaired the event committee.

behalf. Actress and author Elaine Kagan presented the award to

Visit the Scripter Web site at http://scripter.usc.edu for more

Kevin Chapman and Adam Nelson, the Savage brothers from Mystic

information.

@ Susan L. Wampler

from Mystic River, and USC film
school alumnus and Oscar-nominated director and screenwriter
John Singleton introduced a
scene from Seabiscuit. Both are
members of the Scripter selection
committee. The evening also
included a special tribute to the
late John Ritter, an alumnus of
the USC School of Theatre who

Callie Khouri and Paul Attanasio, who presented the
award to fellow screenwriter Gary Ross

Presenter Elaine Kagan, with Mystic River’s Kevin Chapman
and Adam Nelson

USC Trustee Virginia Ramo, Joan Ramo and Friends of
the USC Libraries President Regina Leimbach

Steve and Catherine Marcussen with event chair
Catherine Goldsmith and her husband, Bob

Presenter and Scripter selection committee member
Anne Archer

Seabiscuit actors Gary Stevens and Elizabeth Banks,
accepting Laura Hillenbrand’s award

Former USC Cinema-Television classmates John
Singleton, presenter and Oscar-nominated writer and
director, and Bridget Gless, member of the Friends board

Legendary jockey Gary Stevens, Scripter winner
and Seabiscuit director Gary Ross, and USC Provost
Lloyd Armstrong

Presenter Leonard Maltin, actress Amy Yasbeck and
master of ceremonies Sharon Gless

served as master of ceremonies
for the 15th Annual Scripter
Award ceremony last year.
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collection was selected for digitization because 14,000 CHS

Luckily for Gainer, the technology needed for such work

metadata records containing information about the photographs

rapidly improved. Soon an image could be captured in a couple of

already had been created by CHS volunteers or USC students.

minutes using a flatbed scanner. This greatly sped up the digitizing

“We wanted to digitize the images to protect the delicate glass

negatives from too much handling,” says Shoaf. “There was also the
huge challenge of digitizing so many images. Could we do it?
Nobody back then knew if this could be done on such a large scale.”

process, but it also caused Shoaf and his team of student metadata
specialists to fall further and further behind.
“It seldom took longer than five minutes to digitize an image,
but it often took 10 minutes to create a metadata record,” says
Shoaf. “We needed two metadata people for each
digitizer just to keep up.” Today, the race is nearly
finished: The CHS digital archive contains
18,213 images, of which 15,702 have been cata-

Wind-sailing circa 1900 in Antelope Valley

logued. “We may be adding 5,000 more images
to the digital collection in the near future,” Shoaf
says. “We have yet to scan the collection’s
nitrate film negatives, which have been in cold
storage at the Huntington Library.”
What’s been gained by digitizing the collection? According to Gainer: “Huge amounts of
information can be recovered from the digital
images of these old glass plates. Thanks to the
high resolution, you can read street signs near
the vanishing point in many urban shots and
even make out what kind of fashions are displayed
in shop windows. An entire lost world opens up
before your eyes.”

Members of the Los Angeles Police Bicycle Squad ride
on Broadway Avenue, north of 5th Street, during the
Mounted Police Parade on May 24, 1904.

Dace Taube, USC’s Regional History
librarian, notes that the digitization process also
revealed some of the collection’s hidden treasures. “I received a request from a researcher
who was seeking an image of the Call Building,
an office tower that caught fire during the 1906
San Francisco earthquake. A CHS record
indicated that we had the image, but I couldn’t
find it among our prints in the archive. Since all

St. Mark’s Hotel on Windward Avenue in Venice, circa 1900

the collection’s glass plate negatives were digitized, though, I was

North Beach Bath House in Santa Monica, circa 1900

able to find the image online. Now the image appears in 1906, a
Today, Gainer and Shoaf work in high-ceilinged, spacious
rooms at University Village, across Jefferson Boulevard from the

book published by Chronicle Books this year.”
CHS images have been featured prominently in a wide variety

University Park campus, but when the project began, they labored

of recent books, ranging from Roberta S. Greenwood’s Old Rituals

in two tiny rooms in the basement of USC’s Thomas and Dorothy

in New Lands: Bringing the Ancestors to America to Blake

Leavey Library. Gainer rigged up a Hasselblad camera — the same

Gumprecht’s The Los Angeles River: Its Life, Death, and Possible

kind of camera that was used by astronauts on the moon — with a

Rebirth; and from Kenneth H. Marcus’ Musical Metropolis: Los

digital scanning unit in place of film and aimed it at vintage silver-

Angeles and the Creation of a Music Culture, 1880-1940 to Richard

nitrate-coated glass negatives, illuminated from below by a light box.

Steven Street’s Photographers and Farmworkers in California. In

The results were vivid, high-resolution images as large as 7,000 by

addition, the Rosen Publishing Group has used CHS images for its

7,000 pixels. Unfortunately, it took four to five minutes for the con-

textbook series on California missions and Native Americans. Such

traption to scan a single image, and each resulting computer file

images also appear in the work of film and television documentary

contained at least 25 megabytes of information.

makers.

“I’d create roughly 70 images per day,” Gainer says. “Since

Now that so much of the CHS collection is available online,

hard drives were much smaller and more expensive in 1996, several

Taube expects queries to increase. “People are fascinated with

hours a day were spent moving data from local machines to remote

Southern California,” she says. “These images will continue to provide

servers for archiving — a process that takes only a few minutes

people with a striking historical perspective on the region that words

today.” One-third of the CHS digital images now available online

alone cannot convey.”

were scanned in this innovative but time-consuming manner.
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Canyon Drive in Beverly Hills, 1918

PLANNED GIVING PRIMER

UP COM ING EVE NTS

Give Without Giving Up Assets

Michael
Cunningham

The charitable remainder trust (CRT) is a beneficial estate-planning tool for those with highly
appreciated assets, such as real estate, stocks or a business.
By using a CRT:
> You can support the Friends of the USC Libraries and other charities of your choice,

LITERARY LUNCHEON — JULY
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Michael Cunningham (The Hours)

while also drawing income for yourself and your beneficiaries either for life or a specified

will present his latest book, A Home at the End of the World, which depicts

period of time.

the charged, fragile relationships of urban life today. Tickets for the
luncheon are $45 and require a

> You can place assets that have increased in value but earn little income into the trust, where

reservation. The event will be held

they can be sold and reinvested in higher-yielding assets. The capital gains realized on such a

in the Edward L. Doheny Jr.

sale are not subject to taxation.

Memorial Library.
> You can use the CRT to augment your retirement planning without the limits inherent with

For more information or

IRAs and 401(k) plans. And by not taking payments during your peak earning years, you can

reservations, call Toni Miller at

increase your distribution when you most need the additional money.

213.740.2328 or email

> You earn a current income-tax deduction.

antoinet@usc.edu.

Additional information is available at www.usc.edu/plannedgiving. All donors who include
USC Information Services in their estate planning automatically become members of USC’s
Trojan Founders Circle, the university’s gift-legacy group, and are recognized with membership
in the Friends of the USC Libraries. Donors who make planned gifts valued at $10,000 or more
also are eligible for membership in the Top Drawer Society and an engraved plaque on a cardcatalog drawer in the Edward L. Doheny Jr. Memorial Library. For additional information,
please contact Tyson Reyes at 213.740.3391.

75 Years of
Storytelling
EXHIBIT — THROUGH DECEMBER
An exhibition on the USC School of
Cinema-Television’s 75 Years of

LO VE LETTERS

Storytelling continues through December
2004 in the David L. Wolper Center for
the Study of the Documentary on the

“WALKING INTO A USC LIBRARY IS LIKE WALKING INTO THE UNIQUE HISTORY AND FUTURE OF USC.
USC Libraries are the jewel of the university and of Southern California.” Diane Cabraloff,

a Friends of the USC Libraries board member, who, with her husband, Al, is a member of the Top
Drawer Society
“THE CRESSANT FOUNDATION IS PLEASED TO SUPPORT USC’S EXPANSION OF ITS EAST ASIAN STUDIES

ground floor of Doheny Library. On
display are early film cameras, stills and a wide
variety of other memorabilia celebrating the
history of the nation’s first film school.

For more information, call 213.821.3096.

PROGRAM through the development of a premier premodern Japanese collection.” Linda Jack,

managing director of the Cressant Foundation, which provided a $100,000 grant to the USC East
Asian Library
“THE FRIENDS OF THE USC LIBRARIES PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE PUBLIC, SCHOLARS IN MANY

Scent-Making

FIELDS, and prominent individuals in entertainment and the performing arts to come together to

EXHIBIT — SEPTEMBER THROUGH DECEMBER

share ideas. It is a worthy endeavor to support.” Neil Matsumori ’63 (business), a Friends of

This fall’s Doheny Library Treasure Room exhibition will focus on

the USC Libraries board member

the study of scent-making and the history of the perfume trade. On

“I JOINED THE FRIENDS OF THE USC LIBRARIES BECAUSE I LOVE THE UNIVERSITY AND WANT TO SUPPORT
the beautiful Doheny Memorial Library. I also got involved for my grandchildren — to instill in
them an appreciation of the importance of the libraries to all of USC.” Patsy Dewey, Friends of

the USC Libraries board member and Top Drawer Society donor

display from mid-September to mid-December, the
exhibit will include maps, hand-colored illustrations
and photographs demonstrating the properties
of natural spices and the history of natural
perfumery. A series of workshops on the

“I STILL REMEMBER BEING INSPIRED BY DOHENY LIBRARY’S AMBIENCE DURING A HIGH SCHOOL TOUR

creation of custom-made perfumes will be

of the USC campus. The building soon became the place where I could escape the attractions

held in conjunction with the exhibition.

and distractions of campus life when I needed to concentrate on my studies. I joined the Friends

For more information, call Tyson Gaskill at

of the USC Libraries because of its commitment to supporting libraries in which students can

213.740.2070 or email gaskill@usc.edu.

learn to effectively use information for a lifetime of learning.” Anne Lynch, donor and acting

director of the Thomas and Dorothy Leavey Library
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MO VI ES, HORSES, CONVICTS

FRIENDS OF
USC LIBRARIES
BOARD 2003-2004

THE

R

Regina Leimbach, P R E S I D E N T
Sue Femino, P A S T P R E S I D E N T
Robert Buchanan
Diane F. Cabraloff
George Cassady, M.D.
Kathryn Chapman
James F. Childs, Jr.
Nevada Brooks Cook
Patsy Zeigler Dewey
Nancy Edelbrock
Leonard Fuller
Bridget K. Gless
Catherine Goldsmith
Elaine Leventhal
Steve Marcussen
Neil S. Matsumori
Kathleen Leavey McCarthy
Kacey Doheny McCoy
Betty Noble
Barbara Osthaus
Virginia Ramo
L’Cena Rice
Robert Sattler
Glenn A. Sonnenberg
Edwin Todd, M.D.
Marjorie Lord Volk

READERS AND LIBRARY AFICIONADOS FACED
THE FACTS IN A DECIDEDLY LITERARY
setting at three recent events held in USC’s Edward L.
Doheny Jr. Memorial Library. Sponsored by the Friends
of the USC Libraries, the events featured celebrated
authors whose recent works of nonfiction describe life in
the shadow of juvenile corrections, movie-making and
horse racing.
Cellist, martial artist and acclaimed author Mark
Salzman entertained attendees of a Literary Luncheon on
November 5. Salzman’s wit belied the serious subject of

True Notebooks, his humorous and heartbreaking account
of his experiences as a writing teacher in a juvenile correctional facility. The author also discussed several of his
other books, including his novels The Soloist and Lying

Awake, and his nonfiction account of his time spent living

Library’s courtyard. The author of A Thousand Acres, Moo,

Horse Heaven and other novels shared stories from her new
nonfiction book, A Year at the Races: Reflections on Horses,

Humans, Love, Money, and Luck. Smiley’s thoughtful
comments and good humor delighted the capacity crowd
and sent fans racing to the book-signing table after the event.
@

Darren Schenck

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Susan H. Babcock
Lucy Hubbard Haugh
Hal Kanter
Joan Jani-Mimms
Gilbert Papazian
Charles R. Ritcheson, Ph.D.
Jean Louise Webster
John H. Welborne
Marilyn Zumberge
IN MEMORIAM

Adrienne Underwood (1910-2003)

in Japan, Iron and Silk. Salzman closed the program by

Associate Dean for Advancement Dianne Appel-Niemi
Editor Susan L. Wampler
Managing Editor Darren Schenck
Associate Editors Kevin Durkin, Michele Raphael
Director of Donor Relations Jennifer George
Director of Major Gifts Tyson Reyes
Director of Events Toni Miller
Assistant Director of Events Patty Johnson
Design Leslie Baker Graphic Design
Principal Photography John Livzey
Event Photography Berliner Photography

reading several moving examples of his former students’
writing from True Notebooks.
At an April 14 evening reception, the Friends
welcomed author Pat Hitchcock O’Connell, who spoke
about her book, Alma Hitchcock: The Woman Behind the

Man. While the classic suspense films of O’Connell’s
father, Alfred Hitchcock, are revered by people around
the world, few fans are aware of the significant role that

CONNECTIONS is published by the University of Southern
California Information Services. © 2004 University of Southern
California, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

his wife, Alma, played in their production. In her book,
O’Connell focuses on Alma’s life and career, and reveals

Direct inquiries to:
Doheny Memorial Library, Room 316
Los Angeles, California, 90089-0183
213.740.3270 or friendsofthelibraries@usc.edu

her significant influence on the Hitchcock oeuvre.
On April 23, Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Jane
Smiley headlined a Literary Luncheon in Doheny

Friends membership information:
Jennifer George at 213.821.1642
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