


OUR MISSION 

To improve the quality of life for 
people and their communities,  
here and abroad, by developing 
solutions to some of society’s 
most pressing issues.



THE NATION’S FINEST

The USC Sol Price School of  
Public Policy ranks sixth among 266  
schools of public affairs nationwide, 
according to U.S. News & World 
Report ’s “America’s Best Graduate 
Schools,” released in 2012.
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The vision of the USC Sol Price School of Public Policy is  
inextricably linked to a vision for a better world. The policy  
challenges facing our society are increasingly more complex  
and pervasive, and global in scope. They require innovative  
approaches and call for leaders able to reach across the  
traditional boundaries of the public, private, and nonprofit  
sectors to develop effective solutions.
 
The Price School prepares students to be such leaders. Each  
student has the potential to become a dedicated and significant 
catalyst for change. We are committed to providing the rigorous 
and engaging education that will enable them to do so. And we 
must prepare them to make real their vision of how the world  
could and should look — a reality in which engaged citizens  
interact with government and their communities, in which  
leaders work with each other to solve public problems, in which 
environmental sustainability is valued alongside dynamic economic 
development, in which diverse populations are included in the  
decisions that affect them, and in which nations cooperate to  
resolve some of the globe’s most pressing issues.
 
We must continue to recruit and retain transformative faculty, 
whose scholarship and commitment inspire our students,  
foster public discourse, and shape the academic fields in which  
we work. We must provide them with an infrastructure that  
supports dialogue across disciplines, advances in teaching, and 
breakthroughs in research. And we must maximize the school’s 
already considerable impact in the policy arena and in society by 
disseminating our faculty’s work.

Please join us in investing in the Price School’s strategic expansion 
as a great global center for public policy, planning, and development.

Jack Knott
C. Erwin and Ione L. Piper Dean and Professor



OUR VISION

The USC Sol Price School of Public Policy stands at the forefront of  
scholarship and research that address the most critical challenges facing  
government, society, and communities everywhere. 

The school houses leading faculty in urban planning and real estate  
development, public policy, public administration, and healthcare policy  
and administration. Each of our areas of expertise, in isolation, cannot  
achieve what we achieve together. We exemplify the term interdisciplinary  
and employ it to bring about enduring societal change.

Every day, our faculty, students, and alumni tackle urgent, complex policy  
issues of economic development, jobs, social justice, transportation, sustainable 
urban development, housing, healthcare, and poverty. They plan and build  
better communities and cities for the future. They work toward more effective 
governance, and help shape the role of nonprofits, philanthropy, and private 
industry in making the world a better place today and for future generations. 
 
One of the nation’s first policy schools, the Price School remains a pioneer  
in innovative, interdisciplinary, and public-private partnership approaches to 
education, research, and public problem solving. Today we rank sixth among 
U.S. policy schools and, by the end of the decade, we aim to be acknowledged  
as the national leader, in both research and education.

A distinct advantage of the Price School is our location in Los Angeles and  
on the Pacific Rim, which places us at the center of solving the global, urban 
challenges of the 21st century. In this era of globalization, leaders must be  
adept at addressing issues that arise both locally and globally. 

Befitting our home at the University of Southern California — which enrolls 
more international students than any other U.S. university — the Price School 
has long been a leader in international education and research, with executive 
education providing skills and knowledge for leaders in a number of countries, 
including China and India.

Through the school’s 12 major research centers and the individual work of  
our faculty, we continue increasing our scholarly productivity and, more  
importantly, the speed with which advances are translated into real-world  
impact. The number and size of sponsored research projects — currently some 
130 active contracts and grants totaling more than $35 million — exceed that 
of most of the nation’s other public affairs and planning schools. 

“ USC is situated in the right place — 
an urban location with a diversity  
of ethnicities, cultures, political  
views, and people with different 
backgrounds and values.”

    —HELEN TRAN, BS AND MHA ’09, JD ’12



Together, our academic programs and institutes enable the Price School to  
reach across boundaries to embrace three overarching, interdisciplinary themes: 
democratic governance, urban development, and social policy. These themes 
guide us in putting knowledge into action. They set the stage for our collective 
efforts to solve public problems and shape the world through civic engagement, 
public dialogue, and the promotion of effective policy and practice for the  
public good at all levels.   

The imperative of today’s challenges dictates that solutions can only be obtained 
by reaching across disciplines, across the public and private spheres, and across 
local, regional, national, and international boundaries. We achieve that here  
at the Price School better than anywhere else, and an investment in the school’s 
future will ensure that remains true for the foreseeable future.

“ USC has one of the finest  
public policy schools in the  
nation. Through the Investing 
in Excellence and Impact  
initiative, we will take the 
school to an even higher level 
of excellence, ensuring that  
it becomes the undisputed,  
international leader in the  
field of public policy.”

    —C. L. MAX NIKIAS, USC PRESIDENT



“ On a weekly and sometimes 
daily basis, you will find our 
faculty called to Washington, 
D.C., our research cited by 
elected and appointed officials 
at all levels, and our expertise 
sought out by the news media. 
Ultimately, making an impact is 
what matters most about what 
we do.”

    — ELIZABETH GRADDY, VICE DEAN 
JEFFREY J. MILLER CHAIR IN GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS,  
AND THE ECONOMY



Center for Sustainable Cities 
engages in multidisciplinary research 
and education on the environmental, 
social, and economic sustainability 
challenges facing metropolitan regions. 
sustainablecities.usc.edu 

Lusk Center for Real Estate is 
dedicated to expanding real estate 
knowledge, enlightening business 
practice, and confronting challenges 
that impact the real estate industry, 
the urban economy, and public policy.  
usc.edu/schools/price/lusk

USC Schwarzenegger Institute 
for State and Global Policy 
focuses on the responsibility of 
leaders to implement policies that 
most benefit the people they serve. 
Through post-partisan collaboration, 
the institute works to develop real-
world, sustainable solutions in five 
priority areas: education, energy and 
environment, fiscal and economic 
policy, health and human wellness, 
and political reform.  
usc.edu/schwarzenegger

National Center for Risk and 
Economic Analysis of Terrorism 
Events (CREATE) enhances national 
security through forging models and 
tools for the analysis of the risks, 
costs, and impacts of terrorism by 
implementing reasonable investments 
in homeland security.  
usc.edu/schools/price/create

Sol Price Center for Social 
Innovation was established with 
the recent gift to name the USC 
Sol Price School of Public Policy. 
This new center aims to advance 
ideas, strategies, and practices that 
enhance the quality of life for people 
in urban communities. The center 
will provide opportunities for direct 
student engagement across all of the 
Price School’s primary disciplines. 

Tomás Rivera Policy Institute, 
a nationally recognized policy and 
research institute, conducts analyses 
related to Hispanic and other low-
income minority groups.  
usc.edu/schools/price/trpi

RESEARCH CENTERS AND GROUPS

USC Bedrosian Center on 
Governance and the Public 
Enterprise strives to understand and 
promote democratic governance in the 
United States and across the world. 
bedrosian.usc.edu

Center on Philanthropy and  
Public Policy promotes more effective 
philanthropy and strengthens the 
nonprofit sector through research that 
informs philanthropic decision making  
and public policy to advance public 
problem solving.  
usc.edu/schools/price/cppp

Center for Economic Development 
assists local economic development 
organizations by providing technical 
assistance and training services 
for organizations to help develop 
community capacity.  
usc.edu/schools/price/ced

National Center for  
Metropolitan Transportation 
Research (METRANS) seeks to 
solve transportation problems of 
large metropolitan areas through 
multidisciplinary research, education, 
and outreach. 
metrans.org

Population Dynamics Research 
Group employs census data, 
population forecasts, and self-
produced California Demographic 
Futures to promote policies aimed 
at improving the human condition. 
usc.edu/schools/price/research/
popdynamics

Schaeffer Center for Health Policy 
and Economics uses evidence to 
challenge assumptions, advance policy, 
and reshape healthcare by promoting 
health and value in healthcare delivery  
in the United States and internationally. 
healthpolicy.usc.edu



“ Endowing the USC Sol Price 
School of Public Policy advances 
sound research and scholarship  
and develops future leaders who 
will serve at the forefront of social 
change. This gift will have an  
enduring impact on society.”

    
    — ROBERT PRICE, CHAIRMAN 

THE PRICE FAMILY CHARITABLE FUND

The late Czech President Vaclav Havel once said, “Vision is not enough; it must 
be combined with venture. It is not enough to stare up the steps; we must step 
up the stairs.”

Investing in Excellence and Impact is the vital step to help us implement our 
vision. The initiative will raise a total of $150 million for the school, providing 
the long-term investment to advance our work and mission, and enabling 
construction of a new building to meet critical space and expansion needs.  

The Price School Initiative is an important component of the Campaign for the 
University of Southern California, which seeks to raise $6 billion to fuel USC’s 
success and impact far into the future.

Success in this fundraising effort will allow the Price School to achieve four 
broad goals:

	 •		Further advance our academic preeminence. We will accelerate the investment 
in our exceptional students and programs — and in recruiting and retaining 
transformative faculty.  

	 •		Realize the full potential of our interdisciplinary focus and public-private 
expertise through cross-disciplinary initiatives and priority areas — including 
social innovation, public finance, financial management, and sustainability 
— to solve local, national, and global public problems and policy issues.

	 •		Invest in state-of-the-art technologies, facilities, lab space, and studios that equip 
our students and faculty with the best educational facilities possible.

	 •		Maximize our impact in the policy arena and in society by translating our work 
through increased communications, policy briefs, and outreach events so 
that conversations and research related to policy make a real impact  
in society. 

An investment in these areas will provide the Price School with the 
wherewithal to continue to attract and retain extraordinary faculty and 
students and provide them with the facilities and infrastructure needed to 
produce superior work and develop innovative solutions for some of the most 
challenging issues facing society.

THE PRICE SCHOOL INITIATIVE:  
INVESTING IN EXCELLENCE AND IMPACT



With the $50 million endowed naming of the school in November 2011, the 
balance of the Investment in Excellence and Impact fundraising will focus on the 
following core areas of need:

The USC Sol Price School of Public Policy  
Fundraising Goals

Investments in Faculty $25,000,000

The recruitment of additional stellar faculty is critical to our work; such professors attract high- 
caliber students and significant research dollars, further enhancing the school’s reputation and  
impact. Some of the new hires will also play leadership roles in our research centers. Goals include 
endowing five new faculty chairs at $4,000,000-5,000,000 each from among the following  
priority areas:   

Business and Government  
Community Development
Global Policy and International Development  
Health Policy and Economics  
Healthcare Management  
Public Finance    
Public and Nonprofit Management   
Social Innovation   
Sustainability and the Environment    
Urban Economics and Real Estate 
   
  

Investments in Students $25,000,000

A combination of endowment and immediate-use funding will provide essential support to  
attract and retain highly qualified students from diverse backgrounds. Goals include the following  
priority areas:   

At-risk Student Fund   
Practicums and Capstone Programs 
Endowed Scholarship Fund   
International Teaching Labs and Studios 
Lusk Real Estate Scholarship Fund   
Ross Minority Program Urban Fellows Fund   
Undergraduate Learning Center 

    
 

Investments in Interdisciplinary Centers $30,000,000

Support for the school’s interdisciplinary centers will enhance our efforts to prepare future 
leaders who will work across the public, private, and nonprofit sectors to solve critical societal 
issues. Priorities include: 

Center for Health Policy and Economics  
Center on Philanthropy and Public Policy  
Center for Sustainable Cities  
Lusk Center for Real Estate  
METRANS Transportation Center
   
  

Investments in Degree Programs and Departments $20,000,000

Enhancements to our degree programs and departments will help ensure the school maintains 
academic leadership in core areas central to our mission. Following are the highest priority areas:

Masters of Health Administration 
Masters of Real Estate Development
   
  

Investments in Facilities $40,000,000

Our physical facilities are stretched beyond capacity. Most staff and many faculty members are 
housed in office space scattered across campus or in rented facilities within a five-mile radius. 
The school requires state-of-the-art classrooms, laboratories, office space, and interdisciplinary 
learning centers to offer an ideal academic setting for all students, faculty, and staff. A new 
building will provide the central location to accommodate our current and anticipated needs, 
including space for additional faculty, an increased number of highly qualified students, and  
new degree programs.  

   
  

Investments in Infrastructure  $10,000,000

Investments in infrastructure will provide critical space and technology needs foundational 
to future growth and to ongoing academic excellence. The following is a partial list of priority 
infrastructure investments:  

Dedicated PhD Student Office/Learning Space
Dedicated Student Commons and Study Area  
Price School Asia Center 
Urban Visual and Spatial Analysis Studio 
   



The Sol Price naming gift and our 
growing leadership position in all our 
areas of scholarship and education 
provide both solid foundations and 
strong momentum to attract further 
investment in enhancing our capacity 
to develop solutions to some of 
society’s most pressing issues and  
to improve the quality of life for 
people everywhere. 

As William Jennings Bryan observed, 
“Destiny is not a matter of chance,  
but of choice; not something to  
wish for but to obtain.” Let us all  
join in working together on this 
adventure to ensure the USC Sol  
Price School of Public Policy achieves 
the preeminence that is its destiny  
and that is such an important part  
of USC and “the destined reign  
of Troy.”

ADVANCING LEADERSHIP
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