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international leadership
The oldest private research university in the Western United States, the University of Southern California also is a uniquely inter-
national institution. A global perspective has been ingrained in our culture since USC’s founding in 1880, with foreign students 
among the earliest members of our student body. Bolstered by a strategic location on the Pacific Rim, our strong commitment to 
international education, research and service gives USC students, faculty, alumni and partner institutions unrivaled opportunities. 

A longtime leader in attracting some of the world’s top students, USC hosts the largest international enrollment among U.S. 
universities, with more than 8,600 students representing some 110 countries. USC also spearheaded the formation of the 
Association of Pacific Rim Universities, a consortium of leaders from top research institutions throughout the Pacific Rim. 

One of the world’s most influential and productive research universities, USC collaborates with other leading institutions around 
the globe to develop meaningful solutions to some of today’s most challenging issues.

17 Professional schools

23 libraries & information centers

150  UnDerGraDUate maJors anD minors

17,500 UnDerGraDUate stUDents

19,500 GraDUate & Professional stUDents

8,600 international stUDents

USC is poised to achieve the highest level of 
influence in this global, Pacific age.”
 

c.l. Max nikias
President, University of southern california 

“
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Global Campus 
With an internationally recognized faculty, inquisitive 
and talented students from around the world, interdisci-
plinary programs that draw upon a cadre of highly ranked 
professional schools, and a strong entrepreneurial spirit, 
the University of Southern California is one of the world’s 
leading universities. 

USC is one of a very small number of academic institutions 
in which research and teaching are inextricably intertwined 
and on which the world depends for a steady stream of 
new knowledge, art and technology. We provide leadership 
and service in such diverse fields as health care, economic 
development, social work, scientific research, public-
policy analysis, education and city-building, as well as art, 
communications, architecture, film, music and theatre.

While our home is Los Angeles—the world’s most diverse 
city—our impact is truly global. From innovative web-based 
programs that are fostering real-time classroom collabora-
tions across continents to the vast number of our students 
and faculty actively engaged in research and learning 
overseas, USC’s presence is felt around the world.

Our focus on producing new generations of leaders 
prepared to succeed in the international marketplace, as 
well as on developing real-world solutions to pressing 
societal challenges, has long distinguished USC and helped 
foster groundbreaking and beneficial collaborations with 
partners around the world.

inquisitivE



cutting-edge research 
A member of the prestigious Association of American 
Universities since 1969, USC is among the top dozen 
private universities in the United States in funded research. 
Building upon our interdisciplinary strengths, USC 
advances knowledge and creates solutions to some of 
the most pressing issues facing society. As breakthrough 
discoveries are revealed and developed, we apply them 
to real problems in order to change the world for the 
better. Following are just a few examples of USC research 
designed to improve our world and share knowledge 
internationally:

The Southern California Clinical and Translational 
Science Institute (CTSI) partners USC with other leading 
academic, clinical and community organizations in Los 
Angeles to enhance health in the city and create innova-
tions to improve health care in urban settings and megaci-
ties around the globe. In 2010, the National Institutes of 
Health awarded CTSI a $56.8 million grant to support and 
promote scientific discoveries and their applications to 
real-world health care.

The USC Shoah Foundation Institute was established 
by Steven Spielberg in 1994 to gather video testimonies 
from survivors and other witnesses of the Holocaust. Its 

los anGeles  
Global hub

Visual History Archive now holds nearly 52,000 video 
testimonies in 32 languages, representing 56 countries, 
and is the largest archive of its kind in the world. In January 
2006, the Shoah Foundation Institute became part of 
USC’s Dana and David Dornsife College of Letters, Arts 
and Sciences, where the institute reaches educators, 
students, researchers and scholars on every continent, and 
supports efforts to collect testimony from the survivors 
and witnesses of other genocides.

A National Science Foundation Engineering Research 
Center, USC Biomimetic MicroElectronic Systems is led 
by USC medical and engineering faculty and combines 
the strengths of consortium partners that include other 
academic institutions, government and institution labs, and 
top biotechnology companies. The research center focuses 
on developing implantable microelectronic devices to treat 
what previously have been incurable conditions, such as 
blindness and cognitive impairments. Its overarching goals 
are to alleviate human suffering and improve quality of life, 
while also reducing health care costs. 

USC faculty remain dedicated to developing innovative 
approaches to a broad range of these and other global 
concerns, in partnership with peers around the world.

With one of the most diverse populations 
ever assembled, Los Angeles attracts 
residents from more than 140 countries. 
some 92 languages are spoken here, and 
40 percent of Angelenos are foreign-born. 
southern California also represents the 
world’s most religiously pluralistic metro-
politan region, with some 600 different 
religious groups. LA’s influence is truly 
global, and the southern California economy 
is the world’s 15th largest—ranking higher 
than most nations. 

Having grown side by side since each other’s 
founding, usC and Los Angeles are inextri-
cably connected, each fueling the other’s 
growth and international impact. Only a 
few world-class universities are located 
in cities that are themselves world-class 
centers for commerce and creativity—and 
no other university capitalizes on its location 
as thoroughly as usC does. LA’s uniquely 
heterogeneous community offers real 
opportunities to devise creative solutions 
to the often-difficult problems that arise in 
complex societies—and develop models that 
can be used around the world. 

innOvAtivE



$4.9b

$3b

$600m

1m

58
inCLusivE

Usc is los anGeles’ larGest Private emPloyer anD a PowerfUl economic enGine— 
GeneratinG $4.9 billion in economic activity each year.

the University’s enDowment toDay is nearly $3 billion.

Usc conDUcts more than $600 million in sPonsoreD research activity every year. 

oUr inteGrateD acaDemic meDical center serves a Diverse PoPUlation of more  
than a million Patients annUally.

Usc facUlty inclUDe 58 national acaDemy members as well as winners of  
the nobel Prize, Pritzker Prize, tUrinG Prize, national meDal of science, national 
meDal of arts, national hUmanities meDal anD macarthUr fellowshiPs.



include communications, biomedical engineering and 
materials; the school also is home to the Information 
Sciences Institute, a world leader in research and develop-
ment of advanced information processing, computer and 
communications technologies.

Roski School of Fine Arts
A diverse faculty of internationally recognized artists and 
educators engage with students in individualized, cutting-
edge and interdisciplinary courses of study.

Davis School of Gerontology
The world’s oldest and largest school of gerontology; 
conducts multidisciplinary research in molecular biology, 
neuroscience, demography, psychology, sociology and 
public policy. 

Gould School of Law
The most diverse of top U.S. law schools, with one of 
the country’s largest and most active student-run public 
interest law programs.

Keck School of Medicine
Garners more than $310 million in annual sponsored 
research and is home to 23 academic departments, four 
named institutes, two university-owned and -operated 
hospitals and three affiliated hospitals.

Thornton School of Music
Consistently ranks among the top 1 percent of music 
schools and conservatories in the U.S.

School of Pharmacy
Developed the first Doctor of Pharmacy degree and helped 
establish the clinical curriculum—both of which are now 
the foundation of training for all pharmacists; ranks second 
among U.S. pharmacy schools in funding from the National 
Institutes of Health.

School of Policy, Planning, and Development
Committed to improving governance and policy outcomes 
for people and their communities worldwide, the school’s 
alumni plan, build and manage communities, and propose 
and implement solutions for health care, transportation, 
economic development, climate change and other issues.

School of Social Work
One of the first schools of social work in the U.S., it also 
pioneered the world’s first nurse social work practitioner 
program.

School of Theatre
Alumni include winners of the most prestigious awards 
in the profession—the Oscar, Tony, Emmy, Golden Globe, 
Laurence Olivier and Palme d’Or.

leading academic Programs
USC maintains an extraordinary breadth of stellar 
education programs. Our professional schools have 
redefined how accounting, social work, cinematic arts, 
pharmacy and other fields are taught in universities across 
the country and around the world. Entire new fields of 
academic study, from gerontology to popular music, were 
pioneered at USC. The Dornsife College of Letters, Arts 
and Sciences similarly has created new knowledge in the 
humanities and sciences, benefiting people and institu-
tions around the globe. The university’s 23 libraries provide 
extraordinary support for USC’s innovative curricula and 
research across all disciplines. 

Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences
USC Dornsife comprises 33 academic departments,  
31 research centers and institutes, 7,500 undergraduates, 
1,200 PhD students, 30 master’s students and more than 
700 faculty with expertise across the humanities, social 
sciences and natural sciences. More than 300 faculty 
members maintain active research collaborations with 
peers from other countries.

School of Architecture
Maintains the highest percentage of full-time faculty 
members who are either fellows of the American Institute 
of Architects (FAIA) or distinguished professors of the 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA).

Marshall School of Business
A leader in entrepreneurship, innovation and collaborative 
research, Marshall requires 80 percent of freshmen and all 
full-time, part-time, executive and IBEAR MBA students to 
engage in international experiential learning.

School of Cinematic Arts
Widely recognized as one of the world’s leading film schools.

Annenberg School for Communication & Journalism
Houses leading research centers in public diplomacy, 
Internet technology and usage, and entertainment.

Ostrow School of Dentistry
Conducts groundbreaking research in craniofacial biology 
and clinical innovations that has shaped the profession.

Rossier School of Education
Maintains a one-of-a-kind Master of Arts in Teaching 
(MAT) online curriculum that enrolls students from nearly 
every U.S. state and 25 foreign countries.

Viterbi School of Engineering
Consistently rated one of the world’s top engineering 
schools, Viterbi is one of only four engineering schools in 
the U.S. to house two active National Science Foundation-
funded Engineering Research Centers; research strengths 

Global impact
USC’s international offices serve our global 
community in three key ways:

» Global partnerships—developing and 
expanding academic and research 
collaborations with the public and private 
sectors 

» Global opportunities for students—
providing an ever-increasing breadth of 
options for international study, work and 
service-learning experiences

» Global recruiting—enhancing our efforts 
to enroll the most gifted undergraduate 
and graduate students

international offices
Hong Kong
Mexico City
Mumbai
Seoul
Shanghai
Taipei

school/college international offices
Bangalore (Viterbi)
Beijing (Viterbi)
Madrid (Dornsife College)
Paris (Dornsife College)

Hong Kong Mumbai Shanghai

seleCted usC  
researCh Centers

Biomedical Informatics Research Network
Brain and Creativity Institute
Eli & Edythe Broad Center for Regenerative 

Medicine & Stem Cell Research
Center for Applied Molecular Medicine
Center for the Digital Future
Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis
Center for Interactive Smart Oil Field 

Technology (CISOFT)
Center for Public Diplomacy
Center for Risk and Economic Analysis of 

Terrorism Events (CREATE)
Center for the Study of Immigrant 

Integration
Center for the Study of Law and Politics
Center for Urban Education
East Asian Studies Center
Energy Institute
Jane Goodall Research Center
Hamovitch Social Work Research Center
Information Sciences Institute
Institute for Creative Technologies
Institute for Global Health
Institute for Multimedia Literacy
Integrated Media Systems Center
Korean Studies Institute
Loker Hydrocarbon Research Institute
Alfred Mann Institute for Biomedical 

Engineering
Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center
Royal Institute on Aging
Schaeffer Center for Health Policy  

and Economics
Southern California Earthquake Center
US-China Institute
Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies
Zilkha Neurogenetic Institute



powerful partnerships 
As a founding member of the Association of Pacific Rim 
Universities, USC remains a leader in forging meaningful 
research, educational and service partnerships around 
the world. In keeping with USC’s entrepreneurial focus, 
individual schools, departments, programs and scholars 
throughout the university seek and develop substantial 
partnerships with other leaders in their individual fields, 
as well as across academic disciplines. The resulting 
collaborations often involve governments, businesses, 
communities and/or other institutions of higher education. 

intErDisCipLinArY

90+  research centers

19  international alUmni clUbs

10 international offices

100+ international stUDy & service ProGrams

These partnerships address relevant issues and have real 
impact—finding novel ways to study and solve global  
challenges and sharing best practices that are applicable in 
settings around the world.

And through our extensive overseas study options, inter-
national internship opportunities and service-learning 
programs, USC students traverse the globe to expand their 
educational horizons.



asia
With international offices throughout China, India, South 
Korea and Taiwan, more than a dozen alumni clubs, and 
research and educational partnerships throughout the 
continent, USC’s connections with Asia are numerous and 
longstanding. Just a few of those include the following:

» With funding from Airbus and Korean Air, the USC 
Viterbi School of Engineering, Korea Aerospace 
University and Inha University in Incheon, Korea are 
collaborating on research that has resulted in break-
throughs in commercial aviation.

» USC Pharmacy faculty have collaborated with the 
Chinese National Academy of Sciences, Peking 
University and the Chinese Ministry of Science and 
Technology on a project with the National Institute of 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, exploring factors that 
influence human behaviors, such as alcohol and drug 
abuse and aggression. 

» Held on the campus of our partner Jiao Tong University’s 
Antai College of Economics and Management in 
Shanghai, USC Marshall’s unique, top-10 Global 
Executive MBA (GEMBA) program offers the same MBA 
degree received by our students in Los Angeles. 

» USC’s Rossier School of Education partners with the 
Yangpu District Teacher Training College in Shanghai, 
focusing on leadership training for principals and 
in-service education for English teachers. 

» The USC Viterbi School of Engineering’s web-based 
iPodia platform is revolutionizing global learning with 
classes taught in real time at multiple universities and 
students collaborating on team projects with peers 
on different continents. For instance, students at 
USC, Peking University in Beijing and National Taiwan 
University in Taipei are simultaneously participating in  
a shared learning environment.

 
» The USC School of Social Work helped launch a clearing-

house for evidence-based practices in China—designed 
to become a central hub for scholars, researchers and 
practitioners to find the most effective tools to address 
social issues.

» USC International Artists Fellowship will bring promising 
artists from the Pacific Rim, Asia and Latin America for 
graduate study in USC’s five arts schools. 

iMAGinAtivE

problems  
without passports

undergraduate students in the usC Dornsife 
College’s problems Without passports 
program travel to such places as Brazil, 
ireland, Belize, Kazakhstan, Cambodia, 
Egypt and turkey to conduct research on big 
issues that transcend national borders.

the program gives students the oppor-
tunity to travel and gain firsthand, feet-
on-the-ground experience investigating 
issues with international scope. problems 
Without passports adapts for the sciences 
and humanities an instructional method 
originally deployed in medical schools. in 
problem-based learning, teams of students 
examine a particular scenario—be it a 
complicated policy dilemma or a global 
environmental concern—then consult with 
experts in search of the best solutions.

usC students have explored issues of global 
health in Oxford, England, conflict resolution 
and peace research in Cambodia, the role of 
the environment in the collapse of human 
societies such as the Mayans in Belize, and 
sustainable development in Cairo. 



europe 
USC students are a constant presence at universities and 
other overseas study locations, while our faculty frequently 
collaborate with peers at institutions throughout Europe. 
Following are just a few examples of our European research 
and educational partnerships:

» For more than a decade, USC Annenberg and the London 
School of Economics & Political Science have offered a 
unique dual master’s degree program in global communi-
cation—the first of its kind to study the impact of global-
ization on communication, society, culture and politics  
in two of the world’s leading media capitals. 

» As a founding member of the International Feuchtwanger 
Society, the USC Libraries work with academic and 
cultural institutions in Austria and France to support 
the study of the European émigré experience in the 
United States. Drawing upon the rich collections of the 
Feuchtwanger Memorial Library at USC and a major 
Holocaust-studies research collection, the USC Libraries 
also support research in exile and genocide studies from 
a variety of disciplinary perspectives.

» USC Marshall’s Winslow Maxwell Global Internships 
provide students with theoretical and real-world experi-
ences working and navigating within the global business 
environments in London, Dublin and Madrid.

» Italy, Sweden, the Czech Republic, Portugal and Cyprus 
are among the nations partnering with USC Annenberg’s 
Center for the Digital Future on the World Internet 
Project exploring differences in technology use and 
Internet habits internationally.

» USC students in a wide range of disciplines spend a year, 
semester or summer studying abroad at such institu-
tions as the University of Paris (Sorbonne), Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin, the USC Madrid Center at the 
International Institute, St. Petersburg State University 
and the University of Edinburgh.

lifelong and Worldwide
With more than 300,000 members of the 
Trojan Family worldwide, the USC Alumni 
Association supports more than 100 alumni 
organizations. The association annually hosts 
hundreds of events and programs around  
the world.

The USC Alumni Association has a large  
and growing international alumni engage-
ment program with regional clubs located  
in the following countries:

China
England
France
India
Indonesia
Japan
Korea
Mexico
Philippines
Singapore
Vietnam

seleCted researCh  
partners

Bocconi University
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
Chinese University of Hong Kong
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok
Copenhagen Business School
Ewha Women’s University, Seoul
Fudan University
Fundação Getúlio Vargas, Brazil
Hebrew University, Jerusalem
Hong Kong University of Science  

& Technology
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore
Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay
Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi
Indian Institute of Technology, Hyderabad
Imperial College London
King Saud University
Korea Advanced Institute of Science  

& Technology
Kyoto University
Makerere University
National Taiwan University
National University of Singapore
Peking University
Seoul National University
Shanghai Jiao Tong University
Tel Aviv University
Tongji University
Trinity College Dublin
Tsinghua University 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma  

de México
University of London
University of Melbourne
University of Southampton
University of Tokyo
Yonsei University

latin america
From longstanding collaborations with neighboring 
Mexico—where USC maintains an international office— 
to research, service-learning and study-abroad programs 
from Haiti to Chile and everywhere in between, USC’s 
presence in South America and Central America is rapidly 
growing. A few examples include the following: 

» In partnership with Fundação Getúlio Vargas, USC’s 
School of Policy, Planning, and Development developed 
a program to send students to Rio de Janeiro to study 
the government’s “Favela-Bairro” projects to improve the 
living conditions of squatters by integrating their settle-
ments into the fabric of the city.

» USC Annenberg faculty are collaborating with colleagues 
at the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya on a major 
research effort analyzing the socio-economic impact of 
the acceleration of mobile telephony in Latin America.

» Keck School of Medicine medical staff were among 
the first to arrive in Haiti to provide emergency care to 
victims of the devastating earthquake. USC continues 
sending medical aid teams to help address long-term 
health issues.

» Through the Dornsife College’s Problems Without 
Passports program, USC students explore transnational 
issues such as global climate change, pandemics or the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, traveling  
to such locales as Brazil or Belize. 

» USC’s Engineers Without Borders introduces sustainable 
solutions for improving water quality in rural Honduras, 
while the USC Dental Humanitarian Club provides much-
needed dental care to Honduran villagers. 

» USC Marshall students participated in a Global Business 
Brigade project in El Bale, Panama, working with rural 
farmers to develop a business plan to operate a sustain-
able honey-business cooperative.

London Rio de JaneiroParis



The modern university is a global institution. USC has the largest international 
student population of any university in the country. A global outlook is part of USC’s 
DNA and we are continuously forging new bonds overseas.”
 

elizabeth Garrett
Provost, University of southern california 

“africa/Middle east/oceania
A diverse range of USC academic programs—from commu-
nications and cinematic arts to religion and environmental 
sciences—partner with colleagues throughout the Middle 
East, North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Australia, New 
Zealand, Indonesia and other parts of Oceania. Just a few 
of those programs include the following:

» In a collaboration between the USC School of Social 
Work and Tel Aviv University in Israel, our students 
practice with a variety of client groups in the region’s 
urban and rural, Jewish and Arabic and immigrant 
communities. Students also examine how the country’s 
social conflicts—including issues of nationality, race, 
class and immigration—affect residents.

» USC Annenberg and USC’s Marshall School of Business’ 
Institute for Communication Technology Management 
are collaborating with the Nigerian Communication 
Commission’s Digital Bridge Institute to increase 
Nigeria’s ability to invest in the rapidly growing informa-
tion and communications technology sector.

» A USC Theatre professor and several students travel 
each year to Rwanda to train therapists and trauma 
counselors in theatre techniques that facilitate social 
transformation, assist genocide survivors and support 
AIDS education. 

» USC Annenberg is serving as a model for the American 
University in Dubai’s new Mohammad bin Rashid Media 
College. 

» USC students deepen their understanding of the relation-
ships between environmental sustainability, social justice 
and economic development through a semester-long 
program at the Center for Rainforest Management Studies 
near Yungaburra, Australia.

» The USC Viterbi School of Engineering is providing graduate 
education opportunities in petroleum engineering and 
geosciences for the Kuwait Oil Company’s Kuwait-based 
employees through Viterbi’s Distance Education Network 
(DEN). 

» The USC Marshall/Think Impact Africa summer intern 
program provides 10-week social enterprise internships, 
most recently in South Africa and Kenya, in which students 
help local villages develop through existing assets, such as 
the creation of a mobile community-gathering place. 

» A founding member of the Pacific Rim Digital Library 
Alliance (PRDLA), the USC Libraries collaborate with 29 
academic research libraries throughout Asia and Oceania 
to advance digital knowledge creation, preservation and 
discovery.

Tel Aviv Lagos Dubai
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usc office of Global initiatives

Office of the Provost
3518 Trousdale Parkway, VKC-363
Los Angeles, CA 90089-0049
213.740.2852 • usc.edu/global


