
The University of Southern California is committed to  
accelerating innovation by breaking down boundaries  
between engineering and the life and physical sciences. 
Even now, tools initiated in one discipline quickly transfer 
to another, and what once were distinct disciplines are 
merging in crucial ways. This convergence is creating a 
novel paradigm for biological research in the 21st century— 
one that holds the potential to revolutionize everything 
from disease intervention and food production to  
environmental sustainability and energy generation. 

The  USC Convergence 
of Molecular Science  
and Engineering Initiative

The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C

Secondary Web Colors

PMS 201C

Primary logotypes 
are to be used most 
often throughout 
USC publications 
and collateral.

Formal logotypes 
are to be used in the 
most formal aca-
demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).

CONVERGENCE OF MOLECULAR SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING BUILDING
03.26.2012

McClintock Avenue Entry



The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C

Secondary Web Colors

PMS 201C

Primary logotypes 
are to be used most 
often throughout 
USC publications 
and collateral.

Formal logotypes 
are to be used in the 
most formal aca-
demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).

CONVERGENCE OF MOLECULAR SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING BUILDING
03.02.2012

McClintock Avenue Entry Loggia



Blazing New Pathways for Discovery

Harnessing the power of the emerging synthesis of molecular science and  
engineering requires new approaches. Those include facilities with ample space 
for interaction and collaborative experimentation; core instrumentation and 
equipment that can be leveraged for use among faculty across the campuses  
as well as with industry and other academic institutions; innovative training 
programs that support graduate and postdoctoral students in the pursuit of  
new discoveries; and the seamless translation of laboratory breakthroughs into 
startup companies or clinical trials.

With a long history of cultivating fruitful and often pioneering partnerships 
among biologists, engineers, chemists, mathematicians, biostatisticians,  
material scientists, computer scientists and physicians, USC now proposes a 
bold vision for elevating this work exponentially. Through the USC Convergence 
of Molecular Science and Engineering (CMSE) initiative—collaboration  
between the USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences and the  
USC Viterbi School of Engineering—USC will transform the way research  
in this burgeoning arena is conducted. 

Our goals are to forge new pathways for discovery, increase the rate and reduce 
the cost of innovation, foster future generations of researchers fearless in the 
pursuit of new scientific knowledge, fuel the development of a major biomedical 
research corridor in Southern California, and leverage each invested dollar for 
maximum impact. 

“In every age, USC has remained committed to conquering new  
intellectual frontiers for the sake of Southern California, the nation  
and the world. Many of the established academic leaders have a  
vested interest in how things have been done yesterday and today.  
USC has a vested interest in how things will be done tomorrow.”
 USC President C. L. Max Nikias 



The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C

Secondary Web Colors

PMS 201C

Primary logotypes 
are to be used most 
often throughout 
USC publications 
and collateral.

Formal logotypes 
are to be used in the 
most formal aca-
demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).

CONVERGENCE OF MOLECULAR SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING BUILDING
03.02.2012

Collaboration Area

Solving Society’s Grand Challenges  

Solutions to many of today’s most profound challenges—health, energy and  
the environment—can be found in the convergence of the sciences and  
engineering. Consider, for example, the “New Biology,” a term describing the 
integration of life sciences, physical sciences, engineering, mathematics and 
computer science. Biology previously defined its components through a  
reductionist approach. By contrast, the new biologist—who is as likely to  
be a computational scientist, physicist or engineer as a traditional biologist—
explores the way cells are assembled and communicate within living systems. 

Major advances in technology now enable the observation of the intricacies 
of living organisms at levels once unimaginable. The vastness of data available 
today about the chemical, physical and biological basis of living systems require 
integration across disciplines to gain the kind of predictive understanding that 
can lead to pioneering advances. 

Similar advances are possible in the area of new materials as well as in the  
development of unprecedented tools and computation at the nanometer scale. 
The interplay of the sciences and engineering at this level offers limitless  
opportunities to address important global challenges—from sustainability  
to health, and from security to the enrichment of life for all.    

The USC Convergence of Molecular Science and Engineering initiative is 
poised to support rapid advances and catalyze new ways of thinking—because 



The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C

Secondary Web Colors

PMS 201C

Primary logotypes 
are to be used most 
often throughout 
USC publications 
and collateral.

Formal logotypes 
are to be used in the 
most formal aca-
demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).

CONVERGENCE OF MOLECULAR SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING BUILDING
03.02.2012

Collaboration Area

our faculty, postdoctoral and graduate students, and external partners will  
be freed from the limitations of the boundaries separating these disciplines.  
By combining the fruits of the ongoing scientific and engineering revolution 
with the best practices of engineering and the physical sciences, USC will  
promote breakthroughs in solving such issues as:

•	 Meeting	the	needs	of	an	already	crowded	planet,	with	a	population	
 projected to grow by a third before 2050;
•	 Finding	alternatives	to	traditional	energy	sources,	which	are	both	
 becoming depleted and putting greater pressures on the environment 
 and human health;
•	 Addressing	climate	change	that	is	predicted	to	disrupt	agriculture	 
 and the natural biodiversity that supports it; 
•	 Countering	health	issues	resulting	from	these	changes,	including	 
 disease vectors that are expected to evolve geographically; 
•	 Developing	advances	in	personalized	medicine,	with	individualized	
 risk profiles that aid early detection and targeted therapy;
•	 Designing	tools	at	the	nanoscale	to	help	manipulate	and	construct	
 tailor-made materials with exciting new properties; and
•	 Advancing	new	computing	devices,	including	quantum	computing,	 
 that will extend our current capabilities to unparalleled speeds and 
 memory, increase cyber security, and open the door for powerful  
 new simulation methods.  



  
Building Upon Historic Strengths

The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C

Secondary Web Colors

PMS 201C

Primary logotypes 
are to be used most 
often throughout 
USC publications 
and collateral.

Formal logotypes 
are to be used in the 
most formal aca-
demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).
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For	years,	USC	scientists	and	engineers	have	collaborated	on	scientific	projects	
ranging from the development of revolutionary medical diagnostic tools to the 
conversion of solar radiation into electricity. These partnerships have already 
yielded promising discoveries that address some of the most challenging issues 
of our time. 

USC maintains considerable strengths and integration across the physical, 
biological and computational sciences, engineering and mathematics, medicine 
and pharmacy, including:

•	 Faculty	who	helped	define	the	applications	of	mathematics	to		
 biological systems, having established the nation’s first molecular and
 computational biology department—the Computational Biology  
 and Bioinformatics program—which has been at the forefront of  
 computational biology for three decades;
•	 The	Ming	Hsieh	Institute	for	Research	on	Engineering-Medicine	 
 for Cancer, which integrates engineering, scientific and medical  
 research to speed discovery and create the pathway to rapidly improve 
 the lives of cancer patients;
•	 The	Institute	of	Biomedical	Therapeutics,	which	develops	implantable		
 microelectronic devices to treat otherwise incurable diseases and to 
 help restore vision to the blind through the creation of an artificial retina;
•	 The	first	Epigenome	Center	in	the	United	States—part	of	the	Keck		
 Medical Center of USC—focusing on the role of epigenetics in aging 
 and carcinogenesis;
•	 A	Department	of	Energy-funded	Energy	Frontiers	Research	Center	
 on Solar Energy and Solid State Lighting and the Center for Energy 
 Nanoscience, which explore new applications for renewable energy 
 and energy efficiencies;
•	 The	Photonics	Center,	which	has	pioneered	scaled	photonic	devices	
 and integrated circuits, including biophotonics and nanophotonics;
•	 The	USC-Lockheed	Martin	Quantum	Computing	Center—the	 
 first academic center in the world with a functional quantum  
 computer—which has already provided potent new methods for  
 adiabatic optimization; 
•	 The	USC	Center	for	High	Performance	Computing	and	 
 Communications, which supports many projects and programs 
 in engineering and the sciences, and is in the process of building a  
 new cluster that will incorporate graphics processing units—an 
 important development in supercomputing that will enable USC  
 to retain its standing as home to one of the country’s fastest academic 
 supercomputers;
•	 The	Center	for	Electron	Microscopy	and	MicroAnalysis,	which	 



“Engineering in its broad sense—tools and devices, thinking  
methodologies, and ways of solving problems under constraints— 
has become a true enabler of other disciplines and the key to  
innovation and economic prosperity.”
 Dean Yannis C. Yortsos, USC Viterbi School of Engineering

The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C

Secondary Web Colors

PMS 201C

Primary logotypes 
are to be used most 
often throughout 
USC publications 
and collateral.

Formal logotypes 
are to be used in the 
most formal aca-
demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).
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 provides research tools for the visualization, imaging and analysis of 
 nanoscale structures, including those of living systems;
•	 The	Center	of	Excellence	in	Genomic	Science	at	USC,	established	
 by the National Institutes of Health a decade ago to faster identify 
 genes that cause disease; 
•	 USC’s	Center	for	Dark	Energy	Biosphere	Investigations	(C-DEBI),	
	 a	National	Science	Foundation-funded	Science	and	Technology	Center	
 on the deep subsea-floor biosphere; 
•	 The	Alfred	E.	Mann	Institute	for	Biomedical	Engineering,	which	
 bridges the gap between biomedical invention and the creation of 
 commercially successful medical products that improve and save  
 lives; and
•	 The	USC	Stevens	Center	for	Innovation,	a	university-wide	resource	
 for innovators that helps convert discoveries into commercialized 
 products and services. 

The USC Convergence of Molecular Science and Engineering initiative 
will	boldly	augment	and	draw	upon	these	existing	strengths.	Rather	than	 
following the traditional practice of organizing faculty by school affiliation,  
we will unite researchers by integrating the physical environment of our  
scientists and engineers. This will not only create robust research clusters but 
also create the formal and informal interactions between fields that will drive 
their creative capacity and foster breakthroughs.



Facilitating	Innovation

A cornerstone of the USC Convergence of Molecular Science and 
Engineering initiative is the construction of a 150,000-square-foot building 
jointly undertaken by the USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and  
Sciences and the USC Viterbi School of Engineering. The facility will consist  
of four floors above grade and a basement level connecting directly to  
adjacent	Ray	R.	Irani	Hall.	

The basement will house essential equipment—including an imaging center 
and a nanofabrication cleanroom—designed to permit faculty to move easily 
between fields. The first through fourth floors will house an interdisciplinary 
mix of 24 principal investigators. 

The new structure will serve as a nexus for collaboration. Other researchers 
across both campuses—as well as commercial and industry partners—will have 
access to the imaging center and nanofabrication cleanroom. And a portion of 
the laboratory space within the building will be left unassigned to accommodate 
short-term projects of university-wide faculty and external partners.

The building will be organized and designed to facilitate innovation through 
interaction among scientists and engineers at many levels. Such engagement 
will occur not only in the laboratories and seminar rooms, but also in  
plentiful informal collaborative spaces to foster impromptu conversations that 
can lead to spontaneous insights and even crucial scientific breakthroughs.  
The research laboratories will be flexible to accommodate the widest possible 
range of scientific activities molecular science, ensuring USC’s ability to  
support current extraordinary faculty and transformative recruits. These areas  
can even be reconfigured as needed to adapt to future discoveries.

The	site	is	ideal	for	our	mission:	bounded	by	Ray	R.	Irani	Hall—home	of	
USC’s molecular and computational biology program—to the west, Childs 
Way to the north, Downey Way to the south and McClintock Avenue to  
the east. The building’s proximity to other facilities dedicated to scientific 
scholarship and innovation will create a new Science and Engineering campus 
within the University Park campus. 

This building will give faculty the support, infrastructure and equipment  
they need to address some of the most pervasive and pressing needs of society. 
Together,	they	will:

•	 Accelerate	our	understanding	of	living	systems;
•	 Catalyze	new	knowledge	and	innovative	solutions	to	achieve	 
 positive impact on a global scale;
•	 Advance	our	ability	to	forecast	scientific	and	societal	needs;	and



•	 Train	new	generations	of	scientific	and	engineering	leaders	to	 
 meet those needs.

From	improvements	in	personalized	medicine	tailored	to	the	genetics	of	each	
patient to innovations in conserving water supplies and the development of 
new devices and tools—the potential of what scientific and engineering leaders 
will achieve within these walls is unlimited. And it will be made possible by 
a facility built to have no barriers.

The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C

Secondary Web Colors

PMS 201C

Primary logotypes 
are to be used most 
often throughout 
USC publications 
and collateral.

Formal logotypes 
are to be used in the 
most formal aca-
demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).
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View from McClintock Avenue and Childs Way



The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C

Secondary Web Colors

PMS 201C

Primary logotypes 
are to be used most 
often throughout 
USC publications 
and collateral.

Formal logotypes 
are to be used in the 
most formal aca-
demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).
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Science and Engineering Campus



The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C
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PMS 201C
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are to be used in the 
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demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).
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“Not many places in the world are willing  
to invest in everything from the basic  
science up to the machine needed to apply 
a novel treatment to patients in the clinic. 
This new building offers the facilities to 
make breakthroughs. Once we have refined 
them to the point of clinical application,  
we have a medical school ready to take 
the baton. This building will also foster 
the training of graduate and postdoctoral 
students who are fearless about following 
whatever path it takes to tackle a problem.”
Scott	E.	Fraser,	Director	Of	Science	
Initiatives, Provost Professor of Biological 
Sciences and Biomedical Engineering



Translating	Ideas	into	Breakthroughs

The USC Convergence of Molecular Science and Engineering initiative  
will focus on several key themes:

Quantitative biology resides at the intersection of physics, engineering  
and biology, combining advanced mathematical modeling and quantitative 
experimentation to generate new insights into complex biological systems.  
It makes use of the immense biological data now available to move from the 
descriptive to the predictive, and it holds the potential for incredible advances 
in personalized medicine, management of natural resources, food production 
and energy generation. USC q-bio faculty members are world leaders in  
precision measurement of living systems.

Chemical biology probes biological systems to understand how they work  
and to identify novel pathways and intervention points for disease. USC 
researchers are actively leading efforts to decode the complex signaling that 
occurs in life science and how that signaling goes wrong in disease. The field 
holds great potential for the development of novel therapeutics, giving USC 
opportunities to cultivate new intellectual property. 

Material Science moves seamlessly between physics, engineering and chemistry. 
High-throughput methods in chemistry now enable the generation and testing 
of novel materials at an unprecedented scale, resulting in applications ranging 
from energy use and production to the development of innovative polymers 
and biosensors for medical and environmental products. 

Nanotechnology fabricates devices at the molecular level, providing a natural 
overlap between biochemical and biomedical engineering. USC researchers’ 
achievements already include successfully using nanotechnologies to mimic 
brain function, which might someday result in prostheses to correct neurological 
disorders—or even the creation of an entire synthetic brain. The university’s 
leadership in this field holds potential for breakthroughs in fields from  
biomedicine to energy.

Synthetic Biology manipulates cells to develop new functions and properties. 
It holds great potential, particularly in the areas of biomedical engineering and 
renewable energy and the creation of biofuels and other novel energy sources.



“What the Human Genome Project gave us was a parts list. 
Now it’s time to create the instruction manual.”
	 Dean	Steve	Kay,	UC	Dornsife	College	of	Letters,	Arts	and	
	 Sciences,	Member	of	the	National	Academy	of	Science	

The University Identity
This document provides the basic guidelines for the University 
of Southern California’s graphic identity program. The key to 
the program is the typographic system of wordmark, monogram 
and contrasting color. To maintain consistency throughout the 
system, the new graphic identity program prohibits the use of 
any additional iconography, marks or artwork outside of the ap-
proved University seal, shield and Trojan head (the latter to be 
used for spirit-related applications only). 
 To obtain a full version of the new style guide, contact 
USC Purchasing or go online to: usc.edu/identity

The Seal and Shield
The primary logotype for the overarching University identity 
has been redesigned to combine the new USC monogram with 
the Adobe Caslon Pro wordmark and the shield. 
 Regular- and small-use versions of both the seal and shield 
have been redrawn to ensure the best quality reproduction. Size 
restrictions for each are detailed above. 
 The shield exists as part of the official University seal 
and will be used as an additional brand icon throughout 
the new identity program. The only times the shield should be 
locked up with the wordmark or monogram are in the primary 
combinations shown at left. 
 For additional questions about which logotype to use, email: 
identity@usc.edu

Color
The official colors of the University of Southern California, 
USC Cardinal and USC Gold, are equal in importance in 
identifying the university. Precise matching of all USC colors 
is essential in all color applications. Do not use maroon and 
yellow, or red and ochre as a substitute for the USC colors. 
Correct and consistent use of USC’s official colors helps 
reinforce the university’s identity.

Introducing the New

Primary Logotype Combination

Informal Logotype (Horizontal)

Informal Logotype (Vertical)

Primary Monogram Combination

Formal Monogram Combination

Formal Logotype Combination

USC Graphic Identity Program

1-color USC monogram reproduces as 50% of the 
color being used.

Cardinal Background When the lockup appears 
on a cardinal background it reverses to white and 
the monogram runs gold.

Gold Background When the lockup appears on a 
gold background it can either reverse to white or 
run black while the monogram runs cardinal.

Black Backgrounds When the lockup appears 
on a black background it reverses to white and the 
monogram runs either cardinal, gold or 50% black.

The minumum required space around all logotypes is half 
the logotype’s height on all sides as shown above. 

The Small-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

between 1.25 inches and 
0.75 inches wide.
Do not reproduce 

small-use version smaller 
than 0.75 inches.

0.75"1.25" wide

The Regular-use Seal should 
be used for any application 

wider than 1.25 inches.
For applications smaller 

than 1.25 inches wide, use 
the small-use version.

1" wide 0.25"

The Regular-use Shield 
should be used for any 

application wider than 1 inch.
For applications smaller 
than 1 inch wide, use the 

small-use version.

The Small-use Shield should 
be used for any application 

between 1 inch and 0.25 inch.
Do not reproduce small-use 

version smaller than 
0.25 inches wide.

Approved Color Combinations
Below are the approved color combinations for all USC 
logotypes. The logotypes shown here have been specifi-
cally created for use across all media. Always use approved 
artwork. Do not attempt to typeset or create any logos on 
your own.

Do not center the shield 
over the wordmark. 

Do not place the 
shield to the right of 

the monogram. 

Do not string 
wordmark in 
one line when
combining with 
monogram. 

Do not place 
monogram beneath 

wordmark. 

Do not change the 
proportion of the 

monogram to the seal. 
Unapproved 
colors and 
alignment.

Unapproved 
color combina-
tion. 

Light Gray
30% Black

Hex: #CCCCCC

PMS 201C

PMS 123C

Dark Gray
70% Black

Hex: #777777

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C31 M88 Y51 K22
DO NOT USE

Direct CMYK 
Conversion

C0 M24 Y94 K0
DO NOT USE

Black
100% Black

Hex: #000000

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C7 M100 Y65 K32

Proper Bridge 
CMYK Conversion
C0 M27 Y100 K0

White
Hex: #FFFFFF

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R153 G27 B30
Approved HEX:

#990000

Approved RGB 
Conversion

R255 G204 B0
Approved HEX:

#FFCC00
PMS 123C

Secondary Web Colors

PMS 201C

Primary logotypes 
are to be used most 
often throughout 
USC publications 
and collateral.

Formal logotypes 
are to be used in the 
most formal aca-
demic applications 
such as certificates, 
legally sanctioned 
documents and 
formal invitations.

Informal logotypes 
are to be used in any 
informal applications 
that require more flex-
ibility in reproduction, 
particularly when there 
are size constraints 
(small book bind, 
fabric, embroidery).

CONVERGENCE OF MOLECULAR SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING BUILDING
03.02.2012

View into Cleanroom
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Laboratory

“The New Biology approach has the potential to meet critical societal goals in 
food, the environment, energy, and health, but taking a ‘business-as-usual’ 
approach to supporting the emerging field will delay achieving its full potential. 
Success depends on new kinds of investments to enable and drive new, 
broadly integrated approaches.”
	 A	New	Biology	for	the	21st	Century,	National	Academy	of	Sciences



Science and technology are twin engines driving our economy and improving 
our lives. Basic scientific discovery fuels the development of technology, and 
technology	in	turn	powers	new	forms	of	scientific	inquiry.	Together,	they	ignite	
the innovations that hold promise for solving the most complex challenges and 
realizing the most exciting opportunities facing our nation and the world.  

The USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences and the USC  
Viterbi School of Engineering have long maintained a flourishing, productive  
partnership—with each other, with partners across both USC campuses,  
and with other institutions and industry leaders throughout the region and 
around the world. Now the university is ready to take these interdisciplinary  
collaborations to an even higher level of integration, leveraging historic 
strengths, attracting additional transformative faculty, fostering future  
generations of scientific leadership, building a world-renowned corridor in 
Southern California for the convergence of molecular science and engineering, 
and expanding USC’s pioneering role in what is becoming the defining field  
of the 21st century. 

We seek support to not only build this vital facility but also to launch pilot 
funds for promising new projects, to establish endowed chairs for stellar faculty 
who will link generations of expertise toward future advances, to provide  
essential equipment that will facilitate the most advanced research, to offer 
PhD and postdoctoral fellowships that will bridge disciplines, and to create 
named	discovery	funds	that	will	open	up	even	more	avenues	of	inquiry.	For	this	
facility will not be about walls but about empowering brilliant researchers at  
all levels of their careers to follow discoveries wherever they lead, drawing upon 
the resources of whichever laboratory they require. 

This new synthesis of knowledge across disciplines will ultimately speed up 
advances by breaking down divisions and bringing experts together. The  
USC Convergence of Molecular Science and Engineering initiative will make 
USC a pre-eminent conduit for translating ideas into breakthroughs that  
improve our health, support our sustainability, make us more secure, and lead  
to a better quality of life. 

An effort of this magnitude—representing the highest strategic priority for the 
future of science and engineering on the University Park campus—requires a 
significant investment in both imagination and in infrastructure. Your leadership 
support is essential to helping USC turn possibilities into reality. This  
opportunity is about far more than investing in a facility or even in programs.  
It is about preparing future generations of innovators in crucial fields of  
endeavor, including those that are as yet unnamed—and even unknown.

Investing in Innovation



We hope you will join us as we explore 
the boundless vistas of what’s possible at the 
convergence of the life sciences, physical 
sciences and engineering.

Contact Us
To	inquire	about	a	gift,	please	contact:
USC Office of University Advancement
(213) 740-2211
campaign@usc.edu 


