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Commitment to Community

Since 1935, St. Paul the Apostle School has served children of all 
faiths and from neighborhoods throughout greater Los Angeles. 
St. Paul’s well-rounded, K-8 Catholic education forms a strong 
foundation for success in high school, college and life. With our 
engaging, challenging and diverse curriculum—including full-time 
teachers in fine art, Spanish and music—St. Paul is dedicated to 
preparing students to become discerning and motivated learners. 

Under the guidance of the Paulist Fathers and the Daughters of Mary and Joseph, 
the quality of our educational program has continued to grow through the years—
but our campus has not. Our existing facilities are outdated and overcrowded, 
causing school programs to spill over into parish spaces. And while we maintain a 
robust physical education program, the school has never had a gymnasium. 

To build upon the school’s strengths and to create a much-needed new facility 
as advanced as the education we provide, the St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 
Community is launching the $25 million Campaign for St. Paul the Apostle School. 
The project will replace the school’s 10,000-square-foot middle-school building 
with a 35,000-square-foot new Learning Center and Gymnasium and also will 
increase the school’s endowment from $1.8 million to $4 million.



St. Paul the Apostle School has conducted no 
major new construction since the school opened 
in 1935. Through the years, the number of 
classrooms has been expanded, air-conditioning 
has been installed for all classroom spaces, safety 
and security measures have been upgraded, and 
other periodic renovations have been completed. 
However, during St. Paul’s long history, no large-
scale, strategic reconfiguration of facilities has 
been undertaken, and the school has increasingly 
been forced to encroach upon the rest of the 
campus to meet growing educational needs.

The school is currently short three classrooms, 
and conditions are cramped throughout campus. 
A number of our full-time teachers do not have  
their own dedicated classrooms, which 
necessitates transporting, setting up and breaking 
down equipment and materials to and from the 
classroom—impinging on time that would be 
better spent on lesson planning and working 
directly with students. The upper-grade music 

classes are held in a room underneath the church 
that is also used for parish meetings and external 
groups. Before classes can begin, the teacher often 
has to rearrange furniture into a classroom setting.

Even more critical than the overall lack of space 
is the need for enhanced facilities to support 
excellence in education in the 21st century. The 
school’s well-used library has updated equipment 
and furnishings but is located in a space not 
originally designed for today’s electronic learning 
technology. With no gymnasium, all physical 
education and team sports are now conducted 
outdoors—making such activities difficult and 
sometimes impossible in inclement weather.

The new Learning Center and Gymnasium will 
serve to further elevate the quality of education 
available at St. Paul, alleviate the shortage of space 
across campus and, more importantly, enhance 
services for students and the community at large.

Addressing Critical Needs



The Campaign for St. Paul the Apostle School  3

“St. Paul requires a lot of the children and pays close 
attention to their progress, so they don’t get lost 
or fall through the cracks. The teachers are very 
encouraging and warm, and the academic program 
is excellent. Lucia is flourishing here, and that’s the 
most important thing.”

George Folsey ’52 and Belinda Folsey ’58 with granddaughter Lucia Folsey ’16

Three generations, so far, 
of the Folsey family have 
attended St. Paul. George 
and Belinda Folsey’s 
children, Erin ’82 and 
Ryan ’83, followed in 
their footsteps and now 
granddaughter Lucia is  
a student.  

+ 25,000 number of square feet that will 
be added to campus facilities



“We had a great experience as students here, and now our 
children are doing the same. Every time you talk to someone 
about St. Paul’s, you hear about the close camaraderie and 
community feeling. We are still friends with some of our  
St. Paul classmates.”

Sisters Colleen Pennell ’85 (top center) and Kathleen Duncan ’75 with their children (from left) 
Patrick Duncan ’13, Kara Duncan ’09, Maren Pennell ’18, Paige Pennell ’18 and Alex Duncan ’11

Attending St. Paul is a long family tradition for the McCarthy clan. Kathleen and Colleen’s brothers,  
Michael McCarthy ’72 and John McCarthy ’76, are also St. Paul alumni. Matriarch Kathleen Leavey 
McCarthy served as president of the Paulist Women’s Club when her children were enrolled here and 
continues her involvement as co-chair of the Campaign for St. Paul the Apostle School.

+ 7,150 square-foot gymnasium for 
community events and programs
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Enhancing Teaching and Learning

The 35,000-square-foot Learning Center—
including a 7,150-square-foot Gymnasium—will 
help ensure the most effective and strategic use 
of our campus and provide the opportunity to 
expand services for students while maintaining 
our current enrollment level. It will result in a 
net gain of three classrooms for the campus, 
enabling every full-time teacher to have his or 
her own classroom. 

The building will house a state-of-the-art library/
learning resource and media center designed 
in collaboration with a library expert, as well as 
essential storage and meeting space. The new 
library/media center will include an archive 
room, story-time space, open table seating with 
wireless access, collaborative spaces, individual 
workstations and a retractable eight-foot 
projection screen. 

Sharing the first floor with the library/media 
center will be five classrooms—separate 

state-of-the-art music rooms for upper-school 
and lower-school students, including a grand 
piano, enhanced sound system and acoustics; 
a language classroom and adjoining language 
laboratory; two general classrooms; and the 
coaches’ office. The upper level will house 
six regular age-appropriate classrooms, a 
1,180-square-foot conference room and a faculty 
lounge, as well as office space. 

While the Learning Center will expand and 
upgrade our academic spaces, the Gymnasium 
will dramatically enrich our co-curricular capacity. 
It will serve as an assembly space in addition 
to supporting physical education and after-
school sports programs, and also will enable St. 
Paul to host interschool sports and ensure that 
recreational space is available year-round. The 
Gymnasium will host countless community events 
and programs in the evenings and weekends 
when school is not in session, and will serve as an 
emergency center in the event of a disaster. 



Construction of the new Learning Center and 
Gymnasium is essential to St. Paul’s ability to offer 
a stellar education in age-appropriate, modern 
facilities. Just as important is ensuring we have the 
support needed to maintain these new facilities 
over the long term. 

Growing St. Paul’s endowment from $1.8 million to 
$4 million will provide $200,000 in annual income 
to support maintenance of the new building and 
the entire campus, which also is vital to helping 
keep the cost of tuition as low as possible to 
benefit all St. Paul families. 

A facility designed for advanced teaching and 
learning, and an endowment to help support it,  
also will help St. Paul continue attracting 
extraordinary faculty. Our 37 full-time faculty 
members—a third of whom have advanced 
degrees—average 13 years of service to the school. 

Principal Sister Stella Maria Enright, D.M.J. has 
provided the exemplary leadership that has helped 
propel the quality of a St. Paul education and laid 
the groundwork for the school’s next 75 years.

Supporting St. Paul’s future not only is an 
investment in the future of the students we serve, 
but also in the future of our entire community. 
Since 1935, St. Paul has been a hub of activity for 
all of West Los Angeles. More than 420 non-
school-related events are held on the campus 
every year, including weekly programs for seniors, 
men’s and women’s faith sharing groups, and 
regularly hosted programs for toddlers, as well as 
Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops. 

Securing St. Paul’s Future
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“St. Paul in many ways helped shape the person I am. The 
teachers pushed me to do my best work. In particular, I benefited 
from the school’s rigorous academics and devotion to service.  
In my eight years there, I learned a lot about myself because I 
was allowed and encouraged to pursue all sorts of interests.”

Alejandra Martinez ’05

Alejandra is now a 
student at Georgetown 
University, where she 
is earning a degree in 
Foreign Service, with 
an emphasis on Middle 
Eastern Regional Studies.   

$150,000 in tuition assistance 
provided every year



St. Paul has provided an outstanding education to generations of Southern California 
families while making creative and maximum use of our limited space. To continue 
offering this unparalleled education, however, we need to significantly expand and 
reconfigure our facilities. We also must build our endowment to effectively serve 
students and their families, as well as the parish and community, for the next 75  
years and beyond. 

Completion of the Learning Center will set the stage for St. Paul the Apostle School’s 
future, providing the necessary infrastructure to foster the highest-caliber K-8 education 
possible, supporting students in gaining the technological and critical-thinking skills 
essential to their success, and ensuring our teachers are able to maximize time with 
students rather than having to work around inadequate facilities. The Gymnasium not 
only will allow our students to pursue physical education and interschool athletics 
even in inclement weather, but it also will serve as a major new resource for the region, 
continuing St. Paul’s history of service and commitment to community. 

Your support will help us realize this vision. No matter how much you 
are able to contribute, you will help make a meaningful difference in 
the lives of our students today and for many years to come. Please join 
us in bringing the Campaign for St. Paul the Apostle School to fruition.

Why Support the Campaign  
for St. Paul the Apostle School?

“You will be enriched 
in every way by your 
great generosity.”

2 Corinthians 9:11
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St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Community

www.sp-apostle.org 10750 Ohio Avenue • Los Angeles, California 90024

Father John Ardis, C.S.P.
Pastor
(424) 832-5151
jardis@sp-apostle.org

Sister Stella Maria Enright, D.M.J.
Principal
(310) 474-1588
srstella@sp-apostle.org

Kathleen Leavey McCarthy
Rick Caruso
Campaign Co-Chairs

For campaign information

Mary Pat Cooper
Coordinator of Advancement
(424) 832-5162
marypat@sp-apostle.org


