


The Campaign to Build 
the New Pacific Oaks 

Children’s School Library



“Everything you look at can become 
a fairy tale and you can get a story 

from everything you touch.”

Hans Christian Andersen
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ne of  the nation’s oldest and most progressive 
preschools, Pacific Oaks Children’s School 
has been at the forefront of  early childhood 
education for nearly seven decades. Pacific 
Oaks has always understood that children 

flourish when they are encouraged to explore, inquire, 
play, and discover. Thus, the core of  our educational model 
is experiential learning—an active process arising from 
interactions with peers, adults, materials, and ideas. Access  
to a diverse range of  books—and the new worlds they reveal 
—is at the heart of  these efforts.

From the very beginning, Pacific Oaks has maintained an active lending 
library of  7,000 volumes—a rarity in a preschool. But the return of   
our infant center to the Children’s School campus in 2011 required  
the move of  our beloved library to a temporary, second-floor space  
that is no longer directly accessible to our children. Although each of  
our classrooms features its own collection of  books, we have lost much 
of  the magic of  a dedicated children’s library. 





Tell Me a Story—the $1.5 million campaign to build the new 
Pacific Oaks Children’s School Library—will restore and enhance 
this fundamental resource for our campus, ensuring that future 
generations of  children benefit from the enchantment only an 
exemplary children’s library can provide.



“There is no limit to a child’s 
imagination. As children discover 
books for the first time, a new world 
unfolds. If we hope to produce 
leaders with great vision, they need 
to start practicing in preschool.” 

Jane E. Rosenberg  

Executive Director
Pacific Oaks Children’s School
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s the brain is nearly fully formed by the time a 
child enters kindergarten, the early years of  life 
set the stage for all future learning. Children 
develop language skills before they can speak  
and literacy skills before they can read. And 

study after study shows that early learning provides the 
foundation for success throughout a lifetime. 

Reading to a child during this formative time inculcates the essential 
skills of  literacy—including development of  vocabulary, phonological 
awareness, and knowledge of  the alphabet. Being read to also helps 
children learn how to communicate effectively, which includes listening 
to others. On an emotional level, being read to by a parent or teacher 
creates a vital bonding experience for a child, so the heart is fed as 
well as the mind. Exposure to a library enhances this intellectual and 
emotional nurturing, teaching children how to ask for help, how  
to conduct research, and even about the importance of  caring for  
shared resources. 





Even in this new media age, the eternal medium of  books remains the 
best way to fire the imagination and increase comprehension—especially 
when children can be presented with the wide range of  choices that 
the Pacific Oaks Children’s School Library can offer. In its collections, 
students will be able to find books geared toward their interests, that 
can answer their questions, and that feature characters reflecting their 
diverse lives and enlightening their own experiences. It is important for 
children to see themselves and those they know reflected in the stories 
they read and the picture books they enjoy. Pacific Oaks takes great care 
in choosing books and materials that reflect a sense of  diversity and  
non-stereotypical images.

The Pacific Oaks faculty know that successful early education is not 
about forcing kids to read, but rather about encouraging inquisitive 
learners. Studies have long found that preschool-age children are more 
motivated to learn when they are in emotionally supportive classrooms 
instead of  those depending on rote drills and worksheets. Pacific Oaks 
offers students that in abundance—and so will the new library. 



“The beginning years of a child’s life 
are when language grows. Libraries 
and reading are an important part 
of creating a society of readers.  
A book should remain a treasured 

thing in the world of iPads.” 

Anne Schiller 

Master Teacher 
Pacific Oaks Children’s School
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dedicated children’s library has been integral to 
Pacific Oaks Children’s School from our earliest 
days. For decades, each class was able to visit 
the library at least weekly, giving children ample 
opportunities to browse the collection, explore 

their interests, and make new discoveries. Parents could come 
with their children to the library after school to sit together 
and read a story, or choose books to take home.

In 2011, Pacific Oaks consolidated our College campus to provide more 
unity and room for expansion, selling the property on Westmoreland 
Place, which had housed our infant center and several College 
classrooms. The infant center returned to the Children’s School campus, 
displacing the longstanding children’s library—the only appropriate 
available space—and causing the library’s move to a temporary location 
on the second floor of  La Loma House, the oldest building on campus. 





Unfortunately, fire codes and other regulations prohibit children from 
going to the second floor, meaning that the school now has a children’s 
library that the children cannot directly use. Even though book 
collections are housed in each classroom and our teachers still read  
to students every day, it is not the same as giving children the freedom 
to select books on their own and revel in the atmosphere of  learning 
and fun offered by shelves laden with a vast range of  materials. While 
Pacific Oaks teachers are uniformly thoughtful in the selection of  
books for their students, the experience of  having a real library to 
draw from cannot be reproduced in a classroom setting. 

A new, accessible children’s library will return some of  the missing 
magic to campus, providing a welcoming space for children and their 
families. Your support will not only make this facility possible, but  
you will also enable the school to expand the collection of  books 
and restore old favorites that are falling apart from too much love  
and attention.



“Most Pacific Oaks families do not 
have a large collection of children’s 
books at home. Even the most 
fortunate don’t have an entire 
children’s library at their disposal. 
Plus, kids outgrow books, so you 
need access to a broad selection. 
Going to a library at a young age 
builds a lifelong habit of reading.” 

Marilyn Robertson

Retired Los Angeles Unified School District librarian 
and a former Pacific Oaks parent
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magine a new, light-filled library with cozy areas 
to sit and read, stacked with books of  all kinds 
that children love: picture books, storybooks, 
rhyming books, and books to answer questions 
posed by inquisitive young minds. Shelves will  

be low to the floor, easily accessible to eager little hands. 
Teachers will be able to bring groups into the library regularly, 
and children can come in whenever they like, as long as they 
are accompanied by an adult.

The two-story, 1,200-square-foot library will feature a gabled roof  and 
be larger than its predecessor, allowing for expansion of  the collection. 
It will be built as an extension on the south end of  the existing Peppers 
House in an area previously used as a garden, so no yard or play space 
will be lost. 

The library will blend seamlessly into the beautiful historic Craftsman 
campus and neighborhood. The construction project—expected to take 
six months to complete—will also enable the school to reclaim our only 
large meeting space, which was lost when the current library moved to  
its temporary location. 



Reflecting the physical environment that is such a distinguishing characteristic 
of  the campus, French doors will open to a reading deck with a porch swing. 
Murals featuring cherished characters from favorite classics will adorn distinctive 
sections, such as a Goodnight Moon corner above a window seat or Peter Rabbit in 
Mr. McGregor’s garden on the deck. 

The first floor will include a group area where children can gather for 
readings, reveling in the interaction while taking in the stories—and where 
after-reading discussions can unveil even more than can be expressed on 
the page. Comfortable seats and plentiful nooks and crannies will beckon 
individual parents and children to read together.

The second floor 
will house a 
reading room for 
adults—including 
resource books 
on parenting, 
progressive 
education, 
teaching 
practices, positive 
discipline, potty 
training, and 

more—as well 
as the librarian’s 
office and  
a storage 
area. An adult 
restroom will be 
located on the 
second floor,  
and a restroom 
for children on 
the first. 

The space will bring books to life for children. Multiple generations will be able 
to experience the same great feelings of  being in the library and exploring the 
world of  books. We’ve all imagined this. Now is the time to make it a reality.



Second Floor Plan

FIRST-FLOOR PLAN



SECOND-FLOOR PLAN

The architectural renderings  
and images featured here are 
only one concept for the proposed 
library and not the final design. 
The actual architectural renderings 
that will be used have not yet 
been determined, as a fair bidding 
process is underway.



y donating to help build the new Children’s 
School Library, you will become a hero in 
the Pacific Oaks story and in the growth and 
development of  the children who will benefit  
for the rest of  their lives. 

Pacific Oaks offers tremendous flexibility to donors, including the 
option of  pledging a gift that is payable over up to five years. Naming 
opportunities at a wide range of  giving levels within the library are  
also available.





GIFTS MAY TAKE A VARIETY OF FORMS:

• Cash gifts can be made online, through credit/debit card transactions, 
outright cash, or personal checks, cashier’s checks, or money orders. 

• Gifts of  appreciated securities, stocks, and bonds provide considerable 
tax advantages when transferred to Pacific Oaks before they are sold. 
If  you have held your securities for more than one year, you may find 
that your gift will provide a twofold tax benefit, creating an income-
tax deduction as well as helping avoid the capital-gains tax that would 
have been due on their sale. 

• Gifts of  real estate—including personal residences, second homes, 
income property, and vacant land—offer a wide variety of  tax and 
other benefits. You have the option of  giving your entire interest or 
only a portion of  the property (an undivided percentage interest) 
while retaining the rest for other purposes.

• Gifts of  personal property—including rare books, works of  art, and 
collectibles—may enable you to make a significant gift to support 
Pacific Oaks while retaining valuable tax benefits.

• Bequests and other planned gifts through your estate will help sustain 
the library over the long term.

Endowed gifts to support the library collection and long-term 
maintenance of  the facility are welcomed. With an endowed fund, only 
a portion of  the interest earned is used to support the specified program, 
ensuring an enduring source of  funding.



Gifts may be made in memory or in honor of  a loved one, colleague, 
teacher, or other individual or organization. You may also wish to 
check with your company’s human resources office to see if  your 
organization has a matching gift program that will increase the 
impact of  your donation.

No matter what vehicle you use to support the campaign or how 
much you are able to contribute, your generosity will help turn the 
page for Pacific Oaks, launching a new chapter in our history of  
providing children with a great start in life. 



STATEMENT OF SUPPORT 

We’re the parents of three-year-old Agnes of Bamboo 
Yard and eight-month-old Harry, who will begin in 
the Infant/Toddler program in the fall. In our home, 
reading is a most cherished activity. There’s nothing 
like cuddling up to a great story, with our rapt children, 
devouring every word.

To us, there’s just no place like a library. To enter one 
is to arrive at a feast. It’s the magical place where we 
began our love affair with books, by browsing the 
stacks and choosing on our own. Certainly in Agnes’s 
case, deciding what to read was one of the first truly 
autonomous things she learned to do.
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Agnes loves her Pacific Oaks’ teachers, she loves her 
yard, and she also feels a sense of belonging to the larger 
Pacific Oaks community. We’re supporting the library 
campaign not only because we understand the great value 
of cultivating our children’s literacy, but also because we 
imagine a physical space that can become a warm and 
nurturing center of our Pacific Oaks Children’s School 
campus—a shared and sacred space dedicated to fostering 
our children’s imaginations in a truly child-directed 
environment.

We hope you will join us in helping to create a new home 
for Pacific Oaks Children’s School’s extensive and magical 
collection of children’s literature.

Jennifer Fox and Jeffrey Clifford

Pacific Oaks Children’s School Library 
Parent Campaign Co-Chairs
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Founded in 1945, Pacific Oaks Children’s School is 
internationally renowned for pioneering advances in the 
areas of  anti-bias education, emergent curriculum, and 
peaceful conflict resolution. We practice a progressive 
philosophy of  early childhood education based on the work 
of  John Dewey by providing abundant opportunities for 
experiential learning. The school is intentionally and proudly 
diverse, embracing children of  different ethnicities, family 
configurations, and socio-economic status, as well as those 
with special needs. Students come to Pacific Oaks from some 
45 ZIP codes throughout the region. 

Our curriculum is influenced by our Quaker heritage and dedication  
to principles of  social justice and peace education. Pacific Oaks students 
—who range from six months to six years old—learn how to share, how 
to take turns, what it means to be a friend, and how to stay focused on a 
task they haven’t yet mastered. This is a true learning community—for 
families and teachers, as well as the children.





Pacific Oaks maintains an extremely low teacher-to-child ratio, with  
40 teachers who ensure that each child receives individualized attention. 
In addition, our faculty includes a children’s librarian, an artist and 
musician in residence, and a special needs consultant. 

At Pacific Oaks, we engage as a community in critical thinking and 
dialogue in the pursuit of  knowledge and understanding of  the world 
and each other. Self-directed play and exploration of  open-ended 
materials allow for cooperative social interaction and support children’s 
construction of  knowledge about the world around them. Teachers  
work with children to understand their individual temperaments and 
styles of  learning.

Many former students have taught or volunteered at the school, or 
currently do so. A further indication of  the lifelong devotion graduates 
feel for the school is the fact that some families now have a third 
generation attending Pacific Oaks. Like a favorite book, the Pacific  
Oaks story is re-read time and again, and shared with others. 





“A book, too, can be a star, a living 
fire to lighten the darkness, leading 
out into the expanding universe.”

Madeleine L’Engle
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Pacific Oaks Children’s School
714 W. California Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91105

T 626-529-8091  |  E pocadvancement@pacificoaks.edu

pacificoakschildren’sschool.edu


