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OVERVIEW OF NEW SERVICES

early Childhood education/interventions

» Specialized assessment, evaluation and  
 early intervention for children 0 to 5
» Ongoing mentoring and technical  
 assistance for daycare providers
» Onsite and mobile lending libraries
» Literacy/curriculum training for daycare  
 providers
» Home visitation to parents of newborns

youth intervention and Prevention

» Counseling and educational services at the  
 Family Resource Center
» School-based services at local elementary  
 and high schools
» Youth Leadership Council for high school  
 students
» One-on-one mentoring program
» Workforce preparation and placement  
 assistance
» Computer resource center
» Structured social activities and positive  
 community involvement

Mental Health

» Mental health outpatient services for  
 children and families
» Individual therapy
» Family therapy
» Family preservation services
» Case management
» Psychiatric services
» Therapeutic and support groups
» Drug-abuse awareness, prevention and  
 education services
» Training for teachers to recognize mental  
 health issues

adult and Family services

» Career development services
» English-as-a-second language (ESL) classes
» Computer classes
» Drop-in daycare for children whose parents  
 are taking classes
» Program to develop community health  
 educators
» Family Development Network
» Parent education programs
» Art, drama and exercise/fitness programs  
 for men and women
» Ongoing development of new programs  
 to address family and community needs
» Referrals to other services as needed

Maryvale Family Resource Center at Duarte 

Funding ProsPectus 
Founded in 1856, Maryvale 

was Los Angeles County’s first 

child-care agency, and today it 

continues to provide essential 

resources to those most in need. 

The San Gabriel Valley, where 

Maryvale is located, is home to 

large numbers of working poor 

and faces dramatic shortfalls  

in high-quality daycare, as  

well as significant demand for  

comprehensive mental health 

services for children and fami-

lies. To more effectively serve 

the community’s pressing needs, 

Maryvale is building a new  

Family Resource and Early  

Childhood Education Center  

at its Duarte location that will 

more than double the existing 

daycare center’s capacity while 

greatly enriching community  

outreach and the range of  

services available to parents  

and children. Maryvale is launch-

ing a $25.5 million capital 

campaign to fund construction 

and associated costs, and is 

seeking an additional $500,000/

year to support expansion of its 

mental health services and adult 

education and career develop-

ment services.

our mission is to help each  

child achieve fulfillment,  

dignity and self-esteem in  

an environment of stability,  

love and respect.

Your help is needed to bring  

this vision to fruition. Please  

join Maryvale in this effort  

to enhance families, children  

and the community.

MISSION



The new, $25.5 million, 79,000-square-foot 
Family Resource Center at Duarte will enable 
Maryvale to increase enrollment from 57 to 140 
children from 9 months through 10 years of 
age. Maryvale will offer a comprehensive range 
of services at the center, within four program 
areas: early childhood education/intervention; 
youth intervention and prevention; mental health; 
and adult and family services. All services will 
be culturally and linguistically appropriate for the 
families being served. 

The facility will house a library, all-purpose hall, 
nature-focused play area and spacious class-
rooms that encourage cooperative play and 
learning. The center also will contain a computer 
lab and three additional classrooms for parent-
ing, child development, managing family financ-
es, citizenship, English-as-a-second-language 
(ESL), job preparedness, interviewing, and other 
programs for adults and teens. A nurse will be 
on site to better serve children and their parents, 
who will no longer be pulled needlessly out of 

work for minor illnesses. Maximum use of space 
is made possible by an underground parking 
facility for 70 vehicles. 

The center will foster integration of child/
parent education with counseling services as 
well as greatly enhanced community outreach, 
with comprehensive outpatient mental health 
services for children and their families in the 
city of Duarte and the surrounding communities. 
Children and families will be served within the 
daycare facility to remove the stigma of “going 
to counseling.” An additional $500,000 per year 
is needed to help expand Maryvale’s mental 
health services.

With Duarte’s central location in the area of 
greatest need in the San Gabriel Valley, the new 
Family Resource Center will become a beacon 
of hope for low-income families as they receive 
the support they need to move up the economic 
ladder and achieve their dreams for a better life 
for their family. 

The San Gabriel Valley has the second-largest 
resident child population of the eight desig-
nated service planning areas in Los Angeles 
County. Some 18.7 percent of children in the 
San Gabriel Valley live below the federal poverty 
threshold, with an estimated 43.6 percent living 
at less than 200 percent of that threshold—a 
more accurate measure of families who have dif-
ficulty making ends meet, given the high cost of 
living in Southern California compared with the 
national average. 

Studies consistently demonstrate that poverty 
can impede learning and contribute to social, 
emotional and behavioral problems, as well as 
poor physical and mental health. Poverty is a key 
factor in the growing education achievement gap 
for children of color, leading to alarming high 
school dropout rates and low college graduation 
rates, with potential long-term consequences 
not only for the individuals affected but also for 
our competitiveness as a nation.

Early care and education—including high-quality, 
age-appropriate infant, preschool and school-
age learning experiences—support the healthy 
development of children so they are prepared 
to succeed at school and in life. The avail-
ability of affordable early care and education 
enhances parent productivity at work, reducing 
absenteeism and overall family stress. Several 
national studies show that low-income children 
who receive high-quality, child-focused early 
intervention and education are less likely than 
their peers to drop out of school, be in special 
education, repeat a grade or be arrested as juve-

niles. They also are more likely to graduate from 
college and go on to high-skilled jobs as adults.  

While the benefits of high-quality early care 
and education are clear, the San Gabriel Valley 
remains severely underserved, with a shortfall 
of more than 11,000 center-based spaces such 
as Maryvale’s existing daycare program—which 
provides meaningful child-development activities 
as opposed to babysitting services offered by 
many license-exempt, home-based programs. 
An even greater shortage exists for affordable 
daycare. More than 40 percent of parents in the 
San Gabriel Valley reported difficulty obtaining 
child care, according to the Los Angeles County 
Health Survey, while 53 percent said afford-
ability was a major factor in their ability to obtain 
care. According to a 2006 report by the County 
of Los Angeles Child Care Planning Commit-
tee, the cost of center-based care for one child 
translates to 25 percent of family income at the 
county’s median household income level—and is 
an even greater burden for lower-income fami-
lies or those with more than one child. 

Equally important to childhood development 
and well-being are the prevention of and early 
intervention in mental health problems. Studies 
show that one in five preschoolers demonstrates 
emotional and behavioral problems and children 
in preschools are three times more likely to be 
expelled for behavior problems. Coupling mental 
health resources with quality care and educa-
tion—as well as programs that support parents 
and families—are key measures for breaking the 
cycle of poverty and closing the achievement gap.

Addressing Critical Needs

Building the New Family Resource Center

Maryvale was founded in 1856 by the Daughters 
of Charity of St. Vincent DePaul as the Los An-
geles Orphan Asylum, the first child-care agency 
in Los Angeles. It soon outgrew its original home 
where Union Station now stands and moved to 
Boyle Heights in 1891, where it remained for 62 
years. Through the generosity of Estelle Doheny 
and other donors, the organization purchased 
its current property in Rosemead and built the 
campus. The name was changed to Maryvale 
in 1953, at the time of the move to Rosemead. 
Maryvale’s focus and services also have evolved 
through the years as the number of true orphans 
has decreased and the problems facing children 
in need have changed. 

Today Maryvale serves 80 girls between the 
ages of 6 and 18 in six residential groups; oper-
ates two daycare centers that serve the work-
ing poor; and provides transitional housing and 
aftercare services to assist girls in finding jobs 
and continuing education after they complete 
Maryvale’s residential program. Through the 
years, Maryvale’s residential program has given 
more than 20,000 children a safe and stable 
home in which to develop their gifts and achieve 
fulfillment, dignity and self-esteem.

Since 1968, Maryvale has provided quality 
child care on a nonsectarian basis to working 
families through infant/toddler, pre-school and 
after-school programs at its Rosemead head-
quarters, which now serves 110 children. To 
meet the growing demand for such services in 
the San Gabriel Valley where the need is great, 

Maryvale bought an existing daycare center in 
Duarte in 1999. The Duarte facility serves 57 
children year-round, and has a waiting list for all 
age levels. Nearly three-quarters of the families 
at the center identify themselves as Hispanic, 
Black or Asian/Pacific Islanders. The median 
annual income for all families at the center is 
approximately $30,000, while nearly 25 percent 
earn $20,000 or less. As many as 55 percent 
of the center’s families are on financial aid at 
any given time. 

Maryvale staff are frequently called upon by 
daycare center parents for informal counseling 
on the stress of raising children while working 
full time, the challenges of raising children and 
making ends meet, as well as mental health and 
other issues that affect the well-being of the en-
tire family. Maryvale already offers comprehen-
sive mental health services in partnership with 
the Los Angeles County Department of Mental 
Health. A professional staff of psychiatrists, 
psychologists and therapists provides these 
services, which include assessment, individual-
family-group psychotherapy, as well as evalu-
ation/management and psychological training. 
However, the need continues to grow, particu-
larly for more conveniently located services that 
also are better integrated with child care and 
that promote prevention, and early identification 
and intervention.

The mental health staff will also provide out-
reach to local schools and the underserved in 
the community.

Serving Children for More Than 150 Years MARYVALE FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER DUARTE 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES AT THE NEW FAMILY RESOuRCE CENTER
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3Service providers: five social workers/
psychologists

Clients: 270 children and 112 parents 
annually (with one parenting class 
in English and one in Spanish each 
quarter, serving 14 parents per class)

Service providers: seven social work-
ers/psychologists, plus one psychiat-
ric consultant

Clients: 414 children and 224 parents 
annually (with two parenting classes 
in English and two in Spanish each 
quarter, serving 14 parents per class)

Service providers: 13 social workers/
psychologists, plus one psychiatric 
consultant

Clients: 702 children and 336 parents 
annually (with three parenting classes 
in English and three in Spanish each 
quarter, serving 14 parents per class)


