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Eva Peron encouraging women to vote

The center was created in

1985, when Bert and Jane

Boeckmann began donating

80,000 volumes, laying 

the foundation for a collection

of materials that continues 

to expand today.

With last year’s release of the Oscar-nominat-

ed film Frida, early 20th century Mexican

artist Frida Kahlo entered the 21st century

popular culture. For many Americans, the

acclaimed biopic was their first encounter

with the painter’s life and work — and

some of them, including students and

faculty at USC, wanted to learn more.

In her office on the third floor of

East Library, located just off the

University Park campus, USC librarian

Barbara Robinson prepared for a

deluge of research requests. As

curator of USC’s Boeckmann

Center for Iberian and Latin American

Studies, she has witnessed the effect that current events,

film, music and other pop-culture phenomena have had on interest

in the center’s more than 135,000 books, photographs, magazines,

videos, ephemera and other items drawn from Spanish- and

Portuguese-speaking cultures and countries around the world.

“At the time we received the original collection that established

the Boeckmann Center, USC faculty and students had more 

traditional scholarly interests in Spain and Latin America,” says

Robinson. “Over the last decade, new research trends, interdisci-

plinary courses and interest in previously understudied topics have

led to increased demand for materials in Spanish and for visual

and primary resources.”

The Boeckmann Center helps meet demand, she says, through

its collections of everything from Argentine literature to Cuban

architecture, from gender issues in colonial Latin America to José

Guadalupe Posada’s Calaveras (broadsides printed for the Dia de los

Muertos/Day of the Dead).

The center was created in 1985 when USC alumnus Bert

Boeckmann and his wife, Jane, generously began donating 80,000

volumes, along with a gift to start cataloging. These volumes laid the

foundation for a collection of Iberian, Latin American, and U.S.

Hispanic and Latino materials that continues to expand.

Because each year she can

acquire only a small portion of

the vast number of such materials

available, Robinson works closely

with faculty and graduate students

to anticipate future interests.

“I try to stay on the pulse of

publishing and research trends in the

field and evaluate how they relate to

USC’s priorities,” says Robinson, who

has overseen the center and its collec-

tions since 1985. “Predicting what will

be in demand next year or in 10 years is

a challenging but enjoyable task.”

USC had only a fledgling collection

of Latin American materials when

Boeckmann offered his collection to the

university nearly 20 years ago. He already was in possession of many

of the volumes that would establish the Boeckmann Center when

David Radell, a businessman, bibliophile and former professor of

Latin American geography, tipped him off on another great collec-

tion of books and asked if he would consider purchasing them and

donating them to USC.

Asked why he donated these collections — valued in 1985 at

more than $2 million — to USC, Mr. Boeckmann says it was an easy

choice. His father, who had been orphaned at the age of 10 and

raised by his sisters and brothers, inculcated in Boeckmann a love 

of USC.

“There were three things my father wanted for his children,”

says Boeckmann. “He wanted us to believe in God, to have an

unblemished family name, and to attend USC.”

Since the Boeckmanns’ gift, USC’s collection of Iberian and

Latin American materials has grown to become one of the top 25 of

its kind in the nation. Because the materials are multidisciplinary in

nature, volumes on such subjects as history, literature, politics, 

cinema and art are located in subject libraries throughout the USC 
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A limited edition, handmade Cuban book

Siglo de Oro Boeckmann Center engenders golden age for 
Iberian and Latin American studies at USC

          



GREETINGS! AS WE STRIVE TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF THE 21ST

CENTURY INFORMATION ENVIRONMENT, WE FOCUS ON TWO 

components  at the heart of a great research library today: unique collections of 

primary materials — as opposed to books and other readily found secondary

resources — and the digitization of these and other resources that then can be made

available electronically. I would like briefly to describe a few current projects within

USC Information Services that illustrate how unique materials can be made 

more widely accessible for scholarly research.

> The Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation Access Project provides

streaming access to videotaped testimonies of Holocaust survivors from select

workstations on the USC campus. This project was developed by the Shoah

Foundation. USC is providing the network connectivity to many of the more 

than 50,000 testimonies in the archive. Rice and Yale Universities also are 

participating in the project.

> Thousands of photos from our extraordinary Los Angeles Examiner Collection

have been scanned and digitized. The resulting database of photos, which provide

a visual history of Los Angeles, will be searchable by a number of criteria —

including subject matter and date — and retrievable online.

> A collection of rare Sea of Korea maps is now searchable and viewable online,

thanks to a digitization project led by our Korean Heritage Library. Researchers

around the world can study the history of the naming of the sea that separates

Korea and Japan on maps spanning hundreds of years.

> The Greene & Greene Virtual Archive — a collaborative project involving the USC

School of Architecture (which oversees The Gamble House in Pasadena), U.C.

Berkeley and Columbia University — makes the legendary Greene & Greene archi-

tectural firm’s photographs, drawings and original architectural plans available online. 

> The Southern California Earthquake Center, directed by USC Professor Thomas

Jordan, is a consortium of faculty from dozens of American universities and based

at USC. With support from the National Science Foundation, the center is creat-

ing an online digital library of earthquake-related data, the Electronic

Encyclopedia of Earthquakes. 

As these and other projects develop, we will keep you posted. In the meantime, if

you would like to learn more about any of the above programs, please send an email

to friendsofthelibraries@usc.edu.

JERRY D. CAMPBELL 

Chief Information Officer and Dean of the University Libraries

L I B R A R I E S  W I T H O U T  L I M I T S
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USC Specialized Libraries and Archival Collections

has acquired the first American, second English, 

first French and first German editions of Alice in

Wonderland, as well as the first printing (1886) 

of Lewis Carroll’s manuscript notebook for what the

author originally called Alice’s Adventures 

Under Ground. The volumes had previously 

been in private hands.

P L A N N E D  G I V I N G  P R I M E R
Gifts that pay you back

Gift annuities provide donors with an effective means of supporting USC Information

Services while securing lifetime income for themselves or their loved ones.

Through a gift annuity contract, a donor transfers assets — cash or marketable

securities — to the university in exchange for USC’s commitment to pay a fixed

amount annually for life to the donor and/or the donor’s designee. The donor not

only receives a charitable income-tax deduction for the funds transferred, but also may

receive a portion of the annual payments tax free. A donor providing appreciated

property may avoid capital-gains taxation. And because the assets are removed from

the donor’s estate, gift and estate taxes typically are reduced.

Payments may be made quarterly, semi-annually or annually, based on the donor’s

preference. The payout rate depends on the number of annuitants and their ages. 

Gift annuity rates typically are significantly higher than rates for certificates of deposit

available at banking institutions. 

Although payments may begin immediately, some donors choose to defer receipt 

of the annuity payments until retirement or later, when the income will be most needed.

Deferred gift annuities generally result in still greater tax savings as well as an increased

level of income from the annuity. With government limits on the amount that may be

accrued in retirement plans such as IRAs, Keoghs and 401(k) plans, the deferred gift

annuity is gaining popularity as a supplemental retirement-planning vehicle.

A gift annuity plan can be customized to fit your needs. If you wish to discuss the

benefits and options of estate planning, contact Tyson Reyes at 213.740.3391 or

treyes@usc.edu. Additional information is available at www.usc.edu/plannedgiving.

Donors who include USC Information Services in their estate planning automatically

become members of the Trojan Founders Circle, USC’s gift-legacy group, as well as

the Friends of the USC Libraries. You may wish to consult your financial adviser

before establishing any planned gift. 

*USC follows the rates recommended by the American Council on Gift Annuities. 

Rates are redetermined annually. @

CURRENT RATE SCHEDULE*

One Life Two Lives

Age Rate Ages Rate
50 5.3 50/55 4.7   

55 5.5 55/60 5.0

60 5.7 60/65 5.5

65 6.0 65/70 5.7

70 6.5 70/75 6.1

75 7.1 75/80 6.6

80 8.0 80/85 7.3

85 9.5 85/90 8.4

90 11.3 90/90 9.3

                    



ROBERT TOWNE WILL MAKE AN ENCORE PERFORM-

ANCE AS SELECTION COMMITTEE CHAIR FOR THE 16TH 

USC Scripter ® Award, to be held Sunday, February 15 in the Edward

L. Doheny Jr. Memorial Library. 

Bestowed annually since 1989 by the Friends of the USC

Libraries, the Scripter Award honors the year’s best English-language

film adaptation of a book or novella, and is presented to both the

author and screenwriter. Approximately 40 films are eligible this year.

The five finalists will be announced January 9; the winners will be

named on January 16. 

The black-tie gala will be held in Doheny Library’s Los Angeles

Times Reference Room, with proceeds benefiting the Doheny

Library Preservation Fund. Friends board member Catherine

Goldsmith chairs this year’s event committee. The award ceremony

moves to a Sunday this year and will be held a month earlier than

usual due to the Academy Awards® migration to late February. Other

entertainment-industry awards also have altered their schedules

because of the new Oscar date. 

Advance ticket sales and table sponsorships for the Scripter 

ceremony are now available. Scripter Circle sponsorships are

$25,000, Gold sponsorships are $10,000 and Cardinal tables are

$5,000. Individual tickets are $350. For additional information,

please call Toni Miller at 213.740.2328, email scripter@usc.edu or

visit http://scripter.usc.edu. 

The Scripter Web site will be continuously updated throughout

the awards season with information on the finalists and winners, as

they are announced, as well as news regarding a new emcee. As

Connections went to press, the Scripter event committee was finalizing

plans to replace the late John Ritter, who emceed the 15th Annual

Scripter Awards and was on board for the 2004 event before his

untimely death in September. 

@  Susan L. Wampler

La Beale Isould at Joyous Gard by Aubrey

Beardsley, from an 1893 edition of Sir

Thomas Mallory’s Morte d’Arthur. The

quote appears in Thomas Carlyle’s On

Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in

History, Lecture V.
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16th Annual USC Scripter®Award
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T H E  R E A D I N G  L I F E

USC College. The fellowships support students who have demonstrated

scholarly excellence while addressing social, artistic, educational,

health or public service issues as leaders of university and community

organizations. “The students who receive the fellowships,” Schaefer

says, “understand the importance of the liberal arts and the power

of books.”

The Humanities Reading Room is a quiet study area that 

contains a browsable collection of books on the humanities selected

by USC professors and librarians. Schaefer’s gift has been used to

purchase books on philosophy, history, art history, fiction and poetry.

Inside these books is a distinctive bookplate, specially designed to

honor Schaefer’s legacy. The bookplate’s image of a woman reading

in a garden captures the essence of Schaefer’s gift to Information

Services, as does the bookplate’s quote by Thomas Carlyle — “All

that mankind has created, thought, gained, or been; is lying as in

magic preservation on the pages of books.” 

Schaefer says: “I tell students that reading does more than just

prepare you for a professional career. It helps keep your heart open

and your mind supple. It may even lead to joy.” The joy of reading

— learned young and sustained through a lifetime — is what Joan

Schaefer hopes to pass on to generations of USC students. 

@ Kevin Durkin

DDean Joan Schaefer, USC’s dean of women, emerita, sits in

Doheny Library’s Humanities Reading Room, which contains

numerous books purchased through her generous gift to

Information Services. “I love to sit down in a quiet library with

a book in my hand and enter another world,” she says. Behind

her, several students, reading at long wooden tables, appear to

agree with her sentiment. “In this reservoir of silence,”

Schaefer muses, “you can really tap your intellectual being.”

Schaefer’s own imaginative engagement with books began when

she was a little girl growing up in Toledo, Ohio. Her mother played

and taught piano; her father was a journalist who read “five to seven

books a week.” Their house was filled with music and books of art,

fiction, drama and poetry. “Literature and music have always been

part of the fabric of my life.”

A love of the liberal arts has energized Schaefer’s entire USC

career, which now spans nearly five decades. She served as dean of

women from 1955 to 1992 and then embarked on a rather busy

retirement in the service of the USC College of Letters, Arts and

Sciences. She has been an adviser to numerous university programs,

including the USC chapter of the national honor society Phi Beta

Kappa, the Mortar Board National Senior Honor Society, the Faculty

Fellow Program, Friends of Music and Art, and the Women’s

Coordinating Council. She is also the director of the USC-

Cambridge University International Summer School. In her lifelong

capacity as an academic adviser, Schaefer has passionately extolled 

the virtues of a liberal arts education. “It’s the foundation,” she says,

“for a life of wonderment.” 

Schaefer’s contribution to the development of Doheny Library’s

humanities collection complements her support of the liberal arts

through the Dean Joan M. Schaefer Scholarships, awarded by the

                      



occupies the entire second floor of Doheny Library,” says Dianne

Appel-Niemi, associate dean for advancement. “A newly renovated

home for the popular materials in the Boeckmann Center is just one

part of our ongoing goal of restoring Doheny Library as USC’s intel-

lectual center.”

“It will be nice to have a permanent home for the collection,”

says Reyes.
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campus. The oldest item in the center is an early Spanish bibliography

that dates back to 1607. 

The Boeckmann Center has attracted other donations of books

and funds from individuals and groups who otherwise may not have

considered giving to USC.

“An important aspect of the Boeckmann Center is the prestige 

of a named center — it serves as a magnet for other gifts and 

collections,” says Robinson.

One of the center’s most important benefactors is L.A. Murillo,

Ph.D., a USC alumnus and U.C. Berkeley emeritus professor of

Spanish literature and language. Although he donated his magnificent

4,000-volume collection on Cervantes and Siglo de Oro (Spanish Golden

Age) literature to USC before the center was created, he continues to

support the acquisition of new items by the center every year.

Of the Boeckmann Center, Murillo says: “It was unusual — there

hadn’t been anything like it at USC. We didn’t know how it was going

to turn out.”

The center was, and remains, a successful enterprise. In the past

year alone, it has acquired such noteworthy items as a complete micro-

film collection of the Spanish-language Los Angeles weekly newspaper

20 de Mayo and photographs of Havana, Cuba, taken between 2001

and 2003 by Danish architect Leif Wivelsted and donated by USC

School of Architecture Distinguished Professor Pierre Koenig and his

wife, Gloria. Also recently acquired was a rare 1835 proclamation by

Mexican President Miguel Barragan that raised the status of Los

Angeles from that of a pueblo, or village, to that of a ciudad, or city.

This last acquisition was made possible by Richard Reyes, a

Pasadena lawyer and USC alumnus whose gifts enable Robinson to

purchase significant new items for the Boeckmann Center every year.

Another graduate of USC, Yolanda Lorente, makes regular

contributions to the Cuban California Archive and to the Carlos

Sebastian Lorente fund.

As the collections have grown and become more accessible, faculty

and students have become increasingly involved with the center, which

counts among its activities a variety of education and outreach programs.

“As a scholar of Latin American literature, I rely on the

Boeckmann Center for books, journals and other library materials,”

says Professor Roberto Diaz, chair of USC’s department of Spanish

and Portuguese. “It also is a place where the various Hispanic commu-

nities of Los Angeles find an academic and social space in which to

view themselves in all their complexity.”

Although most of the items in the Boeckmann Center are non-

circulating reference materials that require careful preservation, they

can be paged through USC’s online library catalog, HOMER, and

delivered to the Specialized Libraries and Archival Collections Reading

Room on the second floor of Doheny Library. Patrons wishing to

access especially fragile or oversized books may make an appointment

with Barbara Robinson on any weekday between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Many of the center’s most popular items eventually may have a

permanent home in Doheny Library.

“We are trying to create a lovely new space for the Boeckmann

Center as a part of the university-wide Research Center, which 
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ABOVE: Venezuelan primary-school

readers, circa 1940s

TOP R IGHT: This illustration from the

Kingsborough Antiquities of Mexico

symbolizes the founding of the

nation and Mexico City. 

BOTTOM R IGHT: One of more than 

a hundred chapbooks in the

Boeckmann Center drawn by 

“the people’s artist,” José

Guadalupe Posada, in the late

1800s/early 1900s

                   



U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Research Channel
BROADCAST/WEBCAST — ONGOING

Through Information Services, USC is a member of the Research Channel — a national 

consortium that uses technology to publicize research at participating institutions. Programs

are broadcast on satellite

television and public-access

cable, and webcast 24/7 at

www.researchchannel.org.

Currently playing are high-

lights of the 2003 LA Film

conference From Sunset

Boulevard to Mulholland

Drive: Los Angeles and the

Cinematic Imagination and the Internet2 conference held at USC last year. 

For schedules and more information, visit www.usc.edu/isd/locations/cst/researchchannel/.

Town&Gown
A CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION EXHIBIT — THROUGH MAY 2004

An exhibition celebrating 100 years of Town and Gown contin-

ues in the ground-floor rotunda of Doheny Library. The fall

exhibition (through January 18, 2004) is devoted to the organiza-

tion’s first 50 years, while the spring exhibition (beginning in

February 2004) will highlight the past 50 years. 

For details, call Tyson Gaskill at 213.740.2070 

or email gaskill@usc.edu.

Cinema-Television
75TH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBIT — FEBRUARY THROUGH DECEMBER 2004

As USC’s School of Cinema-Television enters its 75th year, the Cinema-

Television Library will host an exhibition featuring early film cameras, 

stills and a wide variety of other memorabilia celebrating the history 

of the nation’s first film school. 

For more information, call 213.821.3096.

Musical Instruments
EXHIBIT — FEBRUARY THROUGH MAY 2004

This exhibition will feature dozens of Western and non-Western musical instruments from 

the USC Thornton School of Music’s Gale Collection, De Lorenzo Collection and Early

Music Ensemble Collection, as well as rare musical scores and books on music from the 

Music Library and Special Collections. 

For more information, call Brian Harlan at 213.740.5797 or email harlan@usc.edu.

Writing L.A.
CONFERENCE — APRIL 2-3, 2004

Notable local writers will convene for a conference titled

“Writing L.A.: Urban Noir, Postmodern Malaise and

Suburban Angst in the Capital of the 21st Century.” 

For more information, call Tyson Gaskill at 213.740.2070

or email gaskill@usc.edu.
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L O V E  L E T T E R S
“My late husband, Joe, and I spent a lot of time studying in Doheny Library

when we were students. We joined the Friends of the USC Libraries

early on and have been involved ever since. The USC Libraries hold a

special place in my heart and I’m delighted to keep our commitment to

the Friends going strong.” Betty Noble, longtime member of the Friends of 

the USC Libraries board of directors

“We are pleased to be able to support USC in its research-supporting, 

technical endeavors, which will raise the benchmark for other universities
in these areas.” Don Waters, program officer, the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, which has helped fund the InscriptiFact program and USC
Information Services’ strategic planning process

“USC is dear to me, and the libraries are at the heart of this great 

university.” L’Cena Rice, longtime donor and member of the Friends 

board of directors

“IBM is proud to support and collaborate with USC Information Services

on important hardware and software research projects that will enable 

the development of advanced computing technologies.” Chris Andrews,

communications program manager, IBM Corporate Technology & Manufacturing

“I support the Friends of the USC Libraries because of the unique 

cultural events it sponsors and, in particular, the USC Scripter Award. 

I could write a book about the many interesting literary personalities 

I have met throughout the years.” Robert Buchanan, longtime supporter

and new member of the Friends board of directors
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In the meantime, students and faculty interested in studying Venezuelan

primary-school readers, the manuscript letters of Victoria Ocampo or the

history of monuments demarcating the Mexico-U.S. border, should call 

USC Distinguished Professor Pierre Koenig donated this photograph, taken in Havana by

Danish architect Leif Wivelsted.

Barbara Robinson, page a few items — and clear their afternoon of

appointments. Once you’re among the treasures of this collection, you’re

going to want to stay awhile.   @ Darren Schenck
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R A I S I N G  T H E  F L A G G
WITH HER SOUTHERN CHARM, WITTY PROSE

AND MASTERFUL DELIVERY, ACTRESS AND 

novelist Fannie Flagg entertained a capacity crowd at the

June 24 Literary Luncheon, held in the Research Center on

the second floor of the Edward L. Doheny Jr. Memorial

Library. More than 150 guests attended the event, hosted by

the Friends of the USC Libraries.

A USC Scripter® Award winner for Fried Green Tomatoes

at the Whistle Stop Café, Flagg read from her latest book,

Standing in the Rainbow, and signed more than 100 copies

after the luncheon.  @

TTHANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT

OF THE FRIENDS OF THE USC LIBRARIES. 

Your generosity is helping USC Information Services

preserve and acquire outstanding special collections;

launch innovative new programs that use technological

advances to disseminate knowledge and enhance 

accessibility to unique holdings; host significant literary

events throughout the year; and provide the information

services and resources needed to support a world-class

research and teaching institution.  

At this time of Thanksgiving, it seems appropriate

to share this image of the wild turkey — the first plate

in John James Audubon’s The Birds of America. The wild

turkey has long been considered the most valuable of

the paintings in Audubon’s legendary four-volume work.

After being featured in the premier issue of Connections

last spring, Birds — along with other treasures from the

USC Libraries’ Hancock Natural History Collection —

made the cover of the autumn 2003 issue of Trojan

Family Magazine. If you missed the story, visit

www.usc.edu/dept/pubrel/trojan_family/autumn03. @

Audubon’s wild turkey, or Meleagris gallopavo
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