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canceled their subscriptions part way through. Also, extra prints

occasionally were struck off and given away as gifts. But the double

elephant folios are undeniably rare, and they continue to set the 

standard by which bird books are judged today.

Audubon portrayed birds in natural poses and in their 

natural habitats. This was a marked departure from the stiff 

drawings based on stuffed birds that had illustrated bird books pre-

viously. Each bird also was painted life size. Accommodating large

birds, such as cranes and the California condor, proved a challenge,

as Audubon had to fit his illustrations within the confines of 

WWhat’s smaller than an elephant’s foot and light as a feather? 

Not the double elephant folio of The Birds of America, John James

Audubon’s massive four-volume masterpiece, which is one of the

most highly prized possessions in USC Information Services’

Specialized Libraries and Archival Collections. Housed in Doheny

Memorial Library, USC’s copy of The Birds of America was acquired

as part of the purchase in 1947 of the Boston Society of Natural

History’s library by the Allan Hancock Foundation. The USC copy,

one of only four in the state of California, was an early impression,

and the quality of its prints is unsurpassed in this country.

Audubon began his famous

paintings of birds in 1820 soon

after he became a taxidermist at the

Western Museum in Cincinnati.

Along with Joseph Mason, a student

assistant, he traveled down the

Ohio and Mississippi rivers, partial-

ly fulfilling his dream of painting

every bird in the United States and

its territories. His plan was to have

engravings made from his paint-

ings, which he would then sell 

on a subscription basis.

He attempted to publish his

work in Philadelphia in 1824, but

was told that England was the only

place where he could publish his

double elephant folio. The term

“double elephant” refers to the large size of the paper, which is 39 

by 29 inches. Each plate was printed in black ink from a copper

engraving and then colored by hand. Audubon made 433 paintings

for The Birds of America, from which 435 plates were made. 

To raise money for the project, Audubon exhibited his paintings

of birds, and while the work progressed on the publication, Audubon

traveled to Florida in search of additional avifauna to add to the

work. He completed The Birds of America in 1838.

It is impossible to say how many complete double elephant

folios were produced, but a fair estimate is between 175 and 200. In

addition, there were incomplete sets, sometimes caused when buyers

the maximum plate size and 

still maintain a natural pose. 

He solved this problem by depicting large birds nesting or bending

down to feed.

A nd, in so doing, he captured behavioral information about

birds that had never been put down on paper before.

David Bottjer, USC professor of earth sciences, and his

wife, Sarah Bottjer, USC professor of biological sciences, have a 

special affinity for Audubon’s Birds. Sarah studies how bird songs are

transmitted from male birds to their sons. David is a paleontologist
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The Trumpeter Swan, or Cygnus buccinator
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L E S T  W E  F O R G E T

Funded by a $1 million grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, USC Information Services is 

working in partnership with the Survivors of the Shoah Visual History Foundation and two other universities

to help make the foundation’s testimonies of Holocaust survivors and other witnesses more accessible to

scholars and students.

Information Services will work directly with the foundation to put the organization’s unique video

archive in digital form onto the next-generation, high speed Internet2 network — now being developed

through a collaboration of academia, government and industry. 

“The Shoah Foundation’s collection of eyewitness testimonies

to the Holocaust is a scholarly archive of unique breadth and

depth,” says Douglas Greenberg, the foundation’s president

and CEO. “The grant from the Mellon Foundation affords us the opportunity, for the first time, to broad-

en access to include institutions throughout the country and the world.”

“USC’s libraries have been cooperating with the foundation for years by indexing its visual history

archive,” says Jerry D. Campbell, chief information officer and dean of the University Libraries. “We are

delighted to now put our technical expertise and longstanding connections with the Internet2 organization

to good use by bringing the foundation’s extraordinary visual history resource to a broader audience.”

The foundation archive contains approximately 117,000 hours of videotaped testimony from

Holocaust survivors and witnesses, recorded in 56 countries and 32 languages. Providing access to these

testimonies has been a goal of the foundation since its inception in 1994.

For the pilot project USC, Yale University and Rice University will integrate foundation material 

into their curricula. To use video materials in this way, a much faster connection than that provided by the

standard Internet is needed. The highly advanced Internet2 network will supply the requisite speed.

And while all three universities will develop new courses, USC Information Services will connect the

foundation to Internet2, with an anticipated summer 2003 launch. @ Eric Mankin

AS STEWARD OF USC’S NEARLY TWO DOZEN LIBRARIES

AND PUBLIC COMPUTING CENTERS, INFORMATION

Services presides over a portion of the incalculable sum of knowledge

that humans have created and amassed over many cumulative life-

times. Even the most precocious of scholars could digest, in one 

lifetime, only a small sample.

Given this restriction of time and of space — that is, busy 

schedules and geographic barriers — it is more vital than ever that

USC connect people with knowledge by the most effective means

possible, be it library faculty who assist researchers or an electronic

database accessed via the Internet.

Those of us who support the acquisition, preservation and 

distribution of information also have a need to connect with one

another so that we might advance our mutual goals and interests. 

This new semi-annual publication, Connections, aims to do just that.

Through your support of the Friends of the USC Libraries, 

you help us connect with people to create and share knowledge. Our

Historic Families Initiative, for example, works with prominent Los

Angeles families to acquire, preserve and disseminate the papers,

records, photographs and other materials that document our collective

Southern California history. These documents become not only a

source of family pride for future generations, but also the materials

from which scholars at USC and around the world interpret the past.

Many of you have expressed to me your interest in preserving

your own papers and documents so that you may create a lasting 

connection between current and future family members. For 

this reason, we have designed a special workshop on protecting and

preserving family archives. If attending this workshop is of 

interest to you, please let me know by checking the enclosed envelope

and returning it. Our archival collections staff from the Research

Center will then notify you when the workshop and other events 

of interest are scheduled.

All of us in Information Services thank you for your support 

of the Friends of the USC Libraries. Yours is a connection we hope 

to maintain for a lifetime.

JERRY D. CAMPBELL 

Chief Information Officer and Dean of the University Libraries

A  N E W  C O N N E C T I O N

R

Shoah Foundation staff member demonstrates

visual history indexing methodology to visitor.

ISD is partnering to enhance access to Holocaust oral histories

Photo: Courtesy Shoah Foundation
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Located in the Mudd Hall of Philosophy and 

housing more than 60,000 volumes, Hoose Library's

holdings in Western philosophy are among the

nation's largest. The library will be closed until early

spring 2004 for a seismic retrofit. However, by

requesting books through USC's online library 

catalog, patrons will continue to have access 

to the philosophy collection.

             



Writers of The Hours Feted 
A T  1 5 T H A N N U A L  U S C  S C R I P T E R ® G A L A

AUTHOR MICHAEL CUNNINGHAM AND SCREENWRITER 

SIR DAVID HARE WERE HONORED ON MARCH 15 WITH

the USC Scripter® Award for their portraits of three women living in

very different times in the book and film The Hours. The soldout

event drew a crowd of 400 and netted $150,000 for the Doheny

Library Preservation Fund. 

On hand to fete the writers were a number of Hollywood lumi-

naries, including one of the stars of The Hours, Julianne Moore —

who presented the Scripter crystal book to Cunningham — and

selection committee chair Robert Towne (the Academy Award®-win-

ning screenwriter of Chinatown), who presented Hare with his award.

USC alumnus John Ritter emceed the evening, with comedy legend

Hal Kanter serving as grand master of ceremonies. 

Cunningham related the story of how his seemingly unfilmable

novel was made into a movie. Within 45 minutes after winning the

Pulitzer Prize, he received a call from producer Scott Rudin, who

wanted to option the book. Initially, Cunningham declined. “I would

rather not see it filmed than be made into a bad movie,” he recalled

telling Rudin. His reluctance disappeared instantly when Rudin

called back two days later to suggest the acclaimed playwright Sir

David Hare as screenwriter.

Cunningham spoke with sadness about “one of the reasons

Virginia Woolf put the stone in her pocket and drowned herself.”

She had lived through World War I and could not bear the onset of

World War II, he said.

Sir David Hare described working on the adaptation of 

The Hours as “a gift that I received that was a pure pleasure to work

on these past three years. I can’t believe my luck in getting Michael

Cunningham’s incredible novel to adapt. To work with actors like

Meryl Streep, like Julianne Moore, like Nicole Kidman and the rest

of this completely brilliant ensemble has just been like light and 

happiness coming into my life. I can’t tell you how moved I am by

this award.” @ Susan L. Wampler

Past and current selection 

committee chairs received a 

special award at the ceremony.

Jerry D. Campbell, chief 

information officer and dean of

the University Libraries, called

three-time Scripter winner and

former selection committee chair

Steven Zaillian to the podium to

receive his award and preside

over the presentations to his

peers. The other Scripter 

selection chairs recognized were

Marjorie Lord Volk, Lawrence

Kasdan, Anthony Minghella, 

Scott Frank, Albert S. Ruddy

and Robert Towne.

USC Scripter co-founders and event chairs Marjorie Lord
Volk and Glenn Sonnenberg

Selection chair Robert Towne and his wife, Luisa

Master of ceremonies and USC alumnus John Ritter with 
his wife, actress Amy Yasbeck

Author Michael Cunningham, Friends President Regina
Leimbach, CIO/Dean Jerry D. Campbell and screen-
writer David Hare

Disney chairman and USC trustee Richard W. Cook and
his wife, Bonnie

USC alumna and Friends board member Betty Noble
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Presenter and three-time Scripter winner Steven Zaillian

Double-Oscar ® nominee Julianne Moore presented the
Scripter Award to Cunningham

CIO/Dean Jerry D. Campbell, author Michael Cunningham 
and screenwriter David Hare

                   



T > a residual bequest of assets remaining after other beneficiaries are paid;

> or a contingent bequest, paid to USC only if your principal beneficiaries predecease you.

Additional information is available at www.usc.edu/plannedgiving. All donors who

include USC Information Services in their estate planning automatically become members

of USC’s Trojan Founders Circle, USC’s gift-legacy group, and are recognized with mem-

bership in the Friends of the USC Libraries. If you wish to consult with a USC represen-

tative about a bequest or any form of estate gift — or receive details on benefits and

recognition — please contact Tyson Reyes at (213) 740-3391. @

P L A N N E D  G I V I N G  P R I M E R
Leaving a legacy through a bequest

The bequest is one of the simplest and most flexible means of gift planning. It also offers 

the opportunity to make a more substantial gift than might be possible during your lifetime.

A bequest can be as simple as a paragraph. By creating a will if you don’t yet have one, or

simply revising your will, you will be able to leave a significant legacy to USC Information

Services and other charitable organizations that matter to you, while securing the future of

your loved ones.

You can choose from a variety of types of bequests:

> a specific dollar amount or percentage of your estate; 
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with a special interest in animals and their ecosystems. Both of these USC professors are 

avid birders. And so, when they learned from Melinda Hayes, curator of the USC Hancock

Memorial Museum, of USC’s copy of Audubon’s Birds, they just had to see it.

“Once or twice a year,” says David, “we spend a couple of hours looking at one volume.

It’s like visiting an art museum. We like the aesthetic experience. But it’s also science.

“Audubon was criticized in his day for depicting birds too dramatically, and for not

being scientific enough. But once you compare the way he painted his birds with how they

behave in the wild, you can appreciate what he was trying to show.”

According to Melinda Hayes, USC’s copy of Birds of America is not just filled with a 

wealth of scientific insight and artistic splendor. It is precious in itself.

“In 1838, the double elephant folio sold for $1,000,”

Hayes says. “When a complete copy was auctioned in

New York in 2000, the successful bidder — Sheik Hamad

Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, the ruler of Qatar — bought it for a world-record sum of $8.8

million. That shows how much he wanted a copy for the natural history museum he’s

building in his country.” The Birds’ price eclipsed the 1998 world record of $7.6 million

paid for a 1476 edition of Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales.  

For a great many years, Audubon’s wild turkey was considered the most valuable of the

prints. Recently the trumpeter swan and great blue heron have been comparably priced when

sold individually. “Individual prints originally were worth roughly $2.30 apiece,” says Hayes.

“Today, the print of the snowy owl alone is listed at more than $80,000.”

The first volume of Birds — in which the wild turkey is found — departed USC briefly

for a very special migration to the Armand Hammer Museum as part of the “World From

All donors who include USC Information Services in their estate planning

automatically become members of USC’s Trojan Founders Circle, the 

university’s planned giving organization, and are recognized with member-

ship in the Friends of the USC Libraries.

Here” exhibition in the fall of 2001. Today all four volumes nest comfortably in Doheny 

Memorial Library, where faculty and students alike can take delight in Audubon’s 

enormous artistry. @ Kevin Durkin

The Key West Quail-Dove or Geotrygon 

chrysia Bonaparte

The Snowy Owl, or Nyctea scandiaca (Linnaeus)
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RRegina Leimbach, the new president of the Friends of the USC Libraries, fondly recalls the days she

spent with her friends at USC in the reference room of Doheny Memorial Library. “We practically lived

in that reference room,” Leimbach recalls.

“We loved the camaraderie there,” she adds. “We whispered,

we wrote our papers. Being there really made us feel like we were

a part of this great university.”

Leimbach was working toward her bachelor’s degree in edu-

cation. She and her future husband, Charles Leimbach, a business

major and a lineman on the Trojan football team, started dating

during their senior year. Upon graduation, Regina was recruited

to teach at an elementary school in Downey — a job she relished. 

“I love young people,” she says. “I taught kindergarten and

third grade. I especially enjoyed working with children who need-

ed extra help.” Regina and Charles soon married and went on to

have four children of their own — all of whom attended USC.

No wonder Leimbach and her husband became such avid

supporters of the university and its libraries, but she admits she was skeptical at first of USC’s Thomas

and Dorothy Leavey Library. “A computer library? I wondered if it would be the same,” she says. “But it

was. The same camaraderie we had as students in Doheny, but in front of a computer screen. And 24

hours a day! I was delighted.”

So much so that she and her husband started supporting a digital project under the auspices of

University Libraries, which led to her being invited to join the Friends board.

“I love my fellow board members,” she says. “We have such a wonderful group. All these intelligent,

interesting people that go out of their way for each other. Lots of friendships develop.”

One of her favorite things about being the president of the Friends board is her involvement with liter-

ary luncheons in her beloved Doheny Library, where she has the honor of welcoming luncheon attendees. 

“We’re planning to increase the number of literary luncheons this year,” she says. “It’s a won-

derful way to continue your education. You get to meet the author, learn about the creative process,

and hear a passage or two from a terrific new book. It’s a great way to celebrate the vitality of the

written word.” @ Kevin Durkin

F A L L I N G  I N  L O V E  W I T H  L I B R A R I E S U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Fannie
Flagg
LITERARY LUNCHEON — TUESDAY, JUNE 24 

Actress, novelist and USC Scripter®

Award winner Fannie Flagg will present

her latest book, Standing in the Rainbow,

which chronicles the post-WWII half-

century in the life of a fictional small town in Missouri. Tickets for

the luncheon are $35 and require a reservation. The event takes

place in the courtyard of Doheny Library beginning at 11:30 a.m.

The reading, free and open to the public, begins at 1 p.m., 

followed by a book signing.

For information or reservations, call Toni Miller at 213.740.2328 

or email friendsofthelibraries@usc.edu.

Willy Wonka
EXHIBIT — THROUGH AUGUST 2003

An exhibition of rare production publicity stills, 

on-set photographs, production designs and other

material from the 1971 musical Willy Wonka and

the Chocolate Factory continues in the David L.

Wolper Center on the ground floor of

Doheny Library. The landmark film was 

co-produced by the center’s namesake

beneficiary, who contributed much of

the material on display. 

For more information, call the Wolper Center 

at 213.821.3096.

Mark Salzman
LITERARY LUNCHEON — WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5

Cellist, martial artist and acclaimed author Mark Salzman will read

from his two most recent books, The Soloist and True Notebooks. The

Soloist — a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for fiction

— tells the story of a former prodigy cellist turned academic whose

involvement in a bizarre murder trial transforms his outlook on life.

Salzman’s latest non-fiction book, due from Alfred A. Knopf in

September, is True Notebooks, a humorous and heartbreaking

account of Salzman’s experiences as a teacher of writing in a juvenile

correctional facility. Tickets for the

luncheon are $35 and require a 

reservation. The event takes place in 

the courtyard of Doheny Library 

beginning at 11:30 a.m. The reading,

free and open to the public, begins at 

1 p.m., followed by a book signing.

For more information or to make a reser-

vation, call Toni Miller at 213.740.2328 

or email friendsofthelibraries@usc.edu.
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L O V E  L E T T E R S
“I support the Friends of the USC Libraries because it has given me a haven for my life’s work.”

Constance Van Wyck, donor, the Constance McCormick Collection at the USC Cinema-Television Library

“USC’s libraries are what make this large and diverse institution a university, in the original sense of that

word — a whole that transcends its parts.” John G. “Tom” Tomlinson Jr., associate dean, USC Law School,

and monthly payroll-deduction donor

“I am proud that students can now broaden their knowledge of José Martí and the history and develop-

ment of Cuban culture through the Carlos Sebastian Lorente Collection in the Boeckmann Center.”

Yolanda Lorente, charter member, Top Drawer Society

“When I thought about how to thank Professor Todd Sandler — whose research materials make lectures

come alive — I looked no further than the USC Libraries.  I made a donation in his name so that future

students may benefit as I did from a first-rate library collection.” Adam J. Schwartz, graduate student,

USC School of International Relations

“The written word is the repository of our civilization, and my wife and I want to do everything we can to

support the maintenance and expansion of the libraries at USC.” Glenn Sonnenberg, president, Legg

Mason Real Estate Investors Inc., and longtime board member, Friends of the USC Libraries

©Warner Bros.

                                                 



Non-profit Organization

U.S. Postage 

P A I D

University of

Southern California
USC Information Services

DML 316

Los Angeles, California

90089-0183

A F T E R N O O N  W I T H  A  L E G E N D A R Y  P R O D U C E R

Associate Dean for Advancement Dianne Appel-Niemi
Editor Susan L. Wampler
Associate Editors Kevin Durkin, Darren Schenck
Senior Writer Eric Mankin
Director of Events Toni Miller
Director of Donor Relations Jennifer George
Director of Major Gifts Tyson Reyes
Design Leslie Baker Graphic Design
Principal Photography John Livzey
Event Photography John Barr and Berliner Photography

CONNECTIONS is published by the University of Southern
California Information Services. ©2003 University of Southern
California, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Direct inquiries to:
Doheny Memorial Library, Room 316
Los Angeles, California, 90089-0183
213.740.3270 or friendsofthelibraries@usc.edu

Friends membership information:

Jennifer George at 213.821.1642

F R I E N D S O F

T H E USC L I B R A R I E S

B O A R D 2002-2003

Regina Leimbach, P R E S I D E N T

Sue Femino, PA S T P R E S I D E N T

Diane F. Cabraloff
George Cassady, M.D.
Kathryn Chapman
James F. Childs, Jr.
Nevada Brooks Cook
Patsy Zeigler Dewey
Nancy Edelbrock
Leonard Fuller
Bridget K. Gless
Catherine Goldsmith
Joan Jani-Mimms
Elaine Leventhal
Steve Marcussen
Neil S. Matsumori
Kathleen Leavey McCarthy
Kacey Doheny McCoy
Betty Noble
Barbara Osthaus
Virginia Ramo
L’Cena Rice
Robert Sattler
Glenn Sonnenberg
Edwin Todd, M.D.
Adrienne Underwood
Marjorie Lord Volk
John H. Welborne
Marilyn Zumberge

E M E R I T U S M E M B E R S

Susan H. Babcock
Hal Kanter
Gilbert Papazian
Charles R. Ritcheson
Jean Louise Webster

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY LEGEND DAVID L.

WOLPER LAUNCHED THE 2003 FRIENDS OF THE USC 

Libraries Literary Luncheon series on April 23 with a discussion

of his new book, Producer, before a capacity crowd in the 

courtyard of the Edward L. Doheny Jr. Memorial Library.

Following the luncheon, Wolper regaled the audience with

stories from his career, spanning some 50 years in show business

and including encounters with such varied personalities as Jacques

Cousteau, Princess Grace, the Kennedys, Richard Nixon,

Elizabeth Taylor, John Travolta and Orson Welles. One of the

most successful and influential producers in the history of the

industry, Wolper and his company, Wolper Productions, have 

produced thousands of hours of diverse programming, including

the two highest-rated miniseries of all time — Roots and The

Thorn Birds — such memorable films as L.A. Confidential and

Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory and the opening and closing

ceremonies of the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles. 

Guests had the opportunity to meet Wolper, obtain an 

autographed copy of Producer and tour the David L. Wolper

Center for Study of the Documentary on the ground floor of

Doheny Library. @

W H A T ’ S  I N S I D E

Page 2 ISD to bring Holocaust survivors’ testimonies online.

Page 3 Fifteenth Annual USC Scripter® Award draws 
capacity crowd. 

Page 5 Profile of Friends president Regina Leimbach

Jim Femino wins a raffle prize and photo with "Ingrid Bergman."

Donor Linda Parker with Humphrey Bogart lookalike

D O H E N Y  C O U R T Y A R D  S T A N D S  I N  F O R  M O N T E  C A R L O

USC INFORMATION SERVICES GATHERED ITS MOST GENEROUS

DONORS FOR AN EVENING IN MONTE CARLO ON APRIL 29  IN 

the courtyard of the Edward L. Doheny Jr. Memorial Library. 

“This event was designed as simply a fun evening and a token of apprecia-

tion to our leadership donors for their vision and support,” says Dianne Appel-

Niemi, associate dean for advancement.

More than 100 special guests were feted with a special gourmet dinner and

enjoyed a range of entertainment, including mock gaming, Humphrey Bogart

and Ingrid Bergman lookalikes and a magician. Guests also received a bottle of

USC private-label wine to take home. 

“USC Information Services is dedicated to giving our students the tools

they need to learn, our faculty the technology they need to teach and do

research, and USC the libraries and information resources it needs to remain a

top university,” Jerry D. Campbell — chief information officer and dean of the

University Libraries — told the crowd. “But we couldn’t do all this wonderful

work without your support.” @

                                                                     




