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Shaping the future 
of news, information 
and civic discourse



Fostering leadership
in thought & action
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G U I D E D  BY  A M B ASSA D O R 

Walter Annenberg’s view that communication affects 

all aspects of society and should be used in the 

public interest, the USC Annenberg Center on 

Communication Leadership & Policy (CCLP) unites 

visionary ideals with impactful scholarship and 

practical applications. By conducting cutting-edge 

research and gathering some of the sharpest minds 

in the field, CCLP fosters breakthrough insights into 

some of today’s most challenging issues. CCLP 

also provides hands-on learning opportunities 

for students and professionals, building the next 

generation of communication leaders. 

The rapidly changing technological, sociological 

and regulatory landscape opens additional avenues 

for information even as it challenges longstanding 

media infrastructure. Navigating this shifting terrain 

to reach higher ground requires the guidance of 

seasoned and innovative scholars and professionals 

provoking thought and discourse, and educating 

policymakers, industry leaders and the public. A 

trusted source of research and analysis, dialogue 

and instruction on communication leadership, CCLP 

is helping shape the future of news, information and 

civic discourse.

We live in the midst of a disruptive and 

exhilarating era for civic discourse, 

news and information. The keys to the 

future will be in the hands of those who 

understand and practice communication 

leadership – the ability to communicate 

effectively across multiple platforms and 

to adapt with agility to new technologies, 

changes in government regulation, and the 

continually evolving global marketplace.  

Geoffrey Cowan
USC University Professor

Director, USC Annenberg Center 

on Communication Leadership & Policy

Photo (above): Geoffrey Cowan (left) with Wallis Annenberg and USC President Steven B. Sample 
at the dedication ceremony for the Annenberg Family Chair in Communication Leadership

www.communicationleadership.org 
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Creating new knowledge

knowledge

THE CENTER ON COMMUNICATION 

Leadership & Policy engages in research designed to build new 

knowledge, encourage public discourse, shape policy and uncover 

solutions to complex challenges. 

Current research initiatives include:

Public Policy and the Future of News. 

With a grant from the Carnegie Corporation, CCLP 

is exploring the role of government in addressing 

the crisis facing the news business. The project 

is documenting current and historic government 

engagement in the media while assessing new 

policy proposals, including postal rates, tax policy, 

antitrust regulation, broadcast and cable regulation, 

and direct government support.

Women and Communication Leadership. California first 

lady Maria Shriver is partnering with CCLP, the Center for American 

Progress and TIME magazine on A Woman’s Nation, a multifaceted project 

that takes an empirical look at the status of American women, who 

increasingly are their family’s primary breadwinners. A Woman’s 

Nation will include roundtables, a national poll, interviews with 

icons of the women’s movement and other prominent leaders, 

and publication of the Shriver Report, which combines the findings 

of economists and academics. Senior Fellow Cinny Kennard 

(pictured below, left) spearheads CCLP’s Women and Communication 

Leadership initiative.

Photographic Empowerment. A unique university-community 

partnership with Venice Arts, the Institute for Photographic 

Empowerment supports the study and practice of participant-

produced documentary projects in photography, film and digital 

media. Research findings are routinely published, presented at 

professional conferences, shared with policymakers, and discussed 

through public events and the Communication Leadership & Policy blog. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Adam Clayton Powell III has reported for and directed local broadcast news operations 

over the past four decades in New York, San Francisco and Washington D.C. He is now 

vice provost for globalization at the University of Southern California and a senior fellow 

of the Center on Communication Leadership and Policy at the USC Annenberg School for 

Communication.
In addition to his experience as a local broadcast journalist, Powell served as executive 

producer at Quincy Jones Entertainment, where he produced Jesse Jackson’s weekly 

television series, and was vice president for news and information programming at 

National Public Radio.

QUOTES

"Powell reports clearly and concisely both the good news and the bad news about local 

news: the bad, that traditional approaches are losing ground; the good, that creative 

uses of new technologies produce big local news winners." 

- Gerald Sass, former executive vice president, Freedom Forum

"The assertion that the sky isn't falling -- and might be expanding -- comes from Adam 

Clayton Powell III following a comprehensive examination of local news ... there are at 

least indications in Powell's findings that looking ahead, this news might not be all bad." 

- Variety

REINVENTING LOCAL NEWS
CONNECTING COMMUNITIES THROUGH NEW TECHNOLOGIES

2009
EDITION



programs

Encouraging civic discourse 

public

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, 
CCLP organizes events that engage policymakers, media 

executives, students and the public in conversation on a wide 

range of topics. Op-ed articles and the Communication 

Leadership & Policy blog – which includes a section on New 

Models for News that aggregates daily developments in the 

ever-changing global news industry – offer other vital avenues for 

expanding knowledge and understanding, particularly on the 

role of the media in a democracy.

         Public programs include: 
• Communication Leadership CEO Series, featuring such 

speakers as CNN’s Ted Turner (pictured below, far left, 

with Geoffrey Cowan) and former News Corporation 

President Peter Chernin

• Public policy conferences, which bring together 

stakeholders from all sides of significant issues, such as 

Ceasefire! Bridging the Political Divide

• Roundtable discussions such as New Models for News, co-

sponsored by Harvard’s Shorenstein Center on the Press, 

Politics and Public Policy, that drew leaders from major 

news organizations, foundations, nonprofits and publishers

• Research briefings by CCLP’s senior and faculty fellows, 

such as Senior Fellows Adam Clayton Powell III (pictured 

below, left) and David Westphal’s presentation on the 

Future of News at the Association for Education in 

Journalism and Mass Communication conference

• Special convenings on timely events, such as the Future of 

the Los Angeles Times, which drew more than 100 current 

and former Times journalists, faculty and students after 

the announcement of the Tribune Company’s bankruptcy

• Student programming on presidential politics and other 

special topics



& instruction
courses

Training new leaders EDUCATING NEW GENERATIONS 
of communication leaders and providing continuing training for 

current professionals are integral to CCLP’s  mission. 

         Courses include:

• Leadership and the Future of Reporting in the Digital Age, 

which examines ongoing changes in the news business, 

with students exploring the rapid changes that have shrunk 

newspapers while producing new digital outlets for news. 

The class features visits by distinguished guests, such as 

Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter Seymour Hersh.

• Entrepreneurship in the New Media, which explores 

the fast-changing business models and the rise of 

entrepreneurship in developing new-media enterprises.  

Student engagement

In a highly competitive application process, USC Annenberg 

undergraduates are selected annually as Communication 

Leadership Scholars based on academic excellence and 

leadership potential. The students represent all four Annenberg 

undergraduate majors and work closely with the center’s 

leadership and fellows. 

Professional training

Among the specialized training CCLP offers for working 

professionals is a “boot camp” that helps digital journalists gain 

business experience and startup skills, produced in partnership 

with USC Annenberg’s Knight Digital Media Center and the 

USC Marshall School of Business’ Lloyd Greif Center for 

Entrepreneurial Studies.



center
leadership

Fellows

Distinguished Fellow

Warren Bennis 
renowned leadership author and scholar

Senior Fellows

Neal Baer, M.D. 
award-winning television producer

Cinny Kennard 
award-winning NPR and CBS 
journalist and executive

Adam Clayton Powell III 
USC Vice Provost for Globalization

Kit Rachlis 
former editor, Los Angeles Magazine

Richard Reeves 
award-winning journalist and author

Orville Schell 
Arthur Ross Director
Center on U.S.-China Relations, Asia Society

Derek Shearer 
professor and director
Occidental College Office of Global Affairs

David Westphal 
former Washington editor, McClatchy

Faculty Fellows

Sasha Anawalt, journalism

Tom Hollihan, communication

Michael Parks, journalism

Phil Seib, journalism & public diplomacy

Christopher Holmes Smith, communication

Stacy Smith, communication

Roberto Suro, journalism

Junior Fellows

CCLP also appoints two exceptional 

graduating seniors as junior fellows. 

Geoffrey Cowan, director

Geoffrey Cowan, dean emeritus of the USC Annenberg 

School and USC University Professor, holds the Annenberg 

Family Chair in Communication Leadership. Cowan served 

under President Clinton as director of the Voice of America 

and director of the International Broadcasting Bureau. In other public service 

roles, Cowan served on the board of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 

chaired the Los Angeles commission that drafted the city’s ethics and 

campaign finance law, and chaired the California Bipartisan Commission on 

Internet Political Practices. 

He is the Walter Lippman Fellow of the American Academy of Political and 

Social Science and an elected member of the American Academy of Arts 

and Sciences. Cowan chairs the California Healthcare Foundation board of 

directors and serves on the Human Rights Watch board, where he co-chairs 

the communication committee. He previously was a fellow of the Shorenstein 

Center on the Press, Politics and Public Policy at Harvard’s Kennedy School of 

Government. A graduate of Harvard College and Yale Law School, Cowan is an 

award-winning author, playwright and television producer.

Geoffrey Baum, managing director

Geoffrey Baum, a former C-SPAN executive producer, has 

also worked for public radio’s Marketplace and ABC News. 

He served as assistant dean of the USC Annenberg School 

from 2001-08 and as assistant vice president of Claremont 

McKenna College from 1994-99. Baum serves as an elected trustee on the 

board of Pasadena City College and as a member of the state board of 

governors of the California community college system.

Advisory Board

Former Commerce Secretary Mickey Kantor and Bloomberg Chief Content 

Officer and former Time Inc. Editor-in-Chief Norm Pearlstine serve as 

founding co-chairs of the CCLP advisory board.

CCLP makes its 

home in historic 

Kerckhoff Hall at 

USC’s Annenberg 

Research Park.



West Adams Boulevard   |   Los Angeles, California 90089-0281   |   commlead@usc.edu

www.communicationleadership.org 

“Every human advancement 
or reversal can be 

understood through 
communication.”

Ambassador Walter H. Annenberg
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