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W 

orking on The Campaign for Cedars-Sinai has been a 

profound experience. The campaign was launched in 2010 

with the goal of raising $600 million by 2018, and we are 

nearly there. I am so proud of all of you who have joined me in donating 

and raising funds to save lives, improve the patient experience and help 

define the future of medicine. Your generosity has been inspiring. Your 

dedication—heartening. Your compassion—remarkable.

I am deeply grateful both to those of you I know and those I will never 

have the pleasure of meeting. Regardless, we are forever connected by our 

mutual commitment to help cure and prevent disease, ease suffering, foster 

innovative medical treatments and support vital medical research. Together, 

we are improving our own health, the lives of our families and the lives of 

people around the world. The work we have started here is boundless.

With your support, we not only have helped ensure that Cedars-Sinai 

remains at the forefront of medical breakthroughs and discoveries, but we 

also have planted seeds that 

are growing into a culture of 

philanthropy inside the walls of 

the medical center and across the 

entire Los Angeles community. 

You are making a difference.

In this issue, you will get to 

know Cedars-Sinai Board of 

Directors Chair Marc H. Rapaport 

and his wife, Sheri, and you will 

learn about their dedication to giving in all its various forms. And you will 

discover that the endlessly talented Dolly Parton is not just an amazing 

entertainer but also a generous philanthropist committed to leaving a legacy 

of health and wellness.

In the pages that follow, you also will read about the volunteers who 

selflessly provide important services across the hospital, blood and organ 

donors who literally give the best of themselves to help others, and 

numerous other examples of giving and kindness.

Thank you!

John Coleman|Chair, The Campaign for Cedars-Sinai

	

“Together,	we	are	improving	our	own	health,	the	lives		
of	our	families	and	the	lives	of	people	around	the	
world.	The	work	we	have	started	here	is	boundless.”
— John Coleman



THE POWER OF YOU 

Every three minutes, 
someone is diagnosed 
with a blood cancer. 
You just might be 
their miracle. If 
you’re between the 
ages of 18 and 44, 
consider signing 
up to see if you’re 
a match. Join the 
national bone 
marrow database  
at bethematch.org. 

E 

ven after Grace Brown helped save Darin Eisenhut’s life, they 

remained strangers on opposite sides of the country. They finally 

met at the 18th annual Celebration of Life luncheon, held by the 

Cedars-Sinai Blood and Marrow Transplant Program and the Samuel Oschin 

Comprehensive Cancer Institute.

“There wasn’t a dry eye in the house when Darin and Grace hugged,” 

says Patricia Van Strien, RN, clinical program coordinator of the Blood and 

Marrow Transplant Program. 

Eisenhut underwent several rounds of chemotherapy, but his survival 

required a bone marrow transplant. While his sister was a decent match, 

Brown turned out to have nearly perfect compatibility. The Florida resident 

had registered with the national Be The Match program in 2009. 

More than 170,000 Americans are diagnosed each year with a blood 

cancer, such as leukemia, lymphoma or myeloma. While about one-third 

of these people are fortunate enough to have a relative become a bone 

marrow or stem cell donor, most depend on the altruism of strangers who 

sign up online or during a local registration drive.
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By the Numbers

74%
increase 
in National 
Institutes 
of Health 
awards

138 nursing  
residents  
trained

6 NEW  
ENDOWED  
CHAIRS

52 

NEW 
FACULTY 
MEMBERS

8,843 GRATEFUL 
PATIENT 
DONORS

504 active 
clinical 
trials 31  

graduates  
in the PhD  
program in  
Biomedical  

and  
Translational  

Sciences

6,166 
NEW 

DONORS

85  
fellowship  
programs

844 medical students  
on rotations  
in 10 departments

EEvery breakthrough  
starts with donors.  
Here is a glimpse at  
what Cedars-Sinai 
accomplished over the past 
year, thanks to supporters.



G 

reg DeBrecourt, 55, of the Cedars-Sinai Patient and Family Care 

Volunteer Program, says: “I can’t imagine not volunteering. It’s 

just the way it is.”

past life. DeBrecourt is a retired master gunnery sergeant who spent 24 

years in the Marine Corps, including tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

past, past life. Before enlisting in the Marines, DeBrecourt was a fashion 

model in Tokyo. He still models and also acts in TV commercials. 

civilian life. DeBrecourt currently manages cybersecurity for the military 

drone manufacturer AeroVironment. 

volunteer life. “It’s one of the best things in my life,” he says. Every 

Tuesday between 4 and 7 p.m., he walks the North Tower units, knocking 

on doors, poking his head into recovery rooms and flashing a bright smile 

as he says hello to whomever he finds inside. He cheerfully offers to bring 

magazines, adjust the thermostat or call housekeeping if the room needs to 

be tidied up. If family members are visiting, he’ll offer to run errands for 

them — maybe feed the parking meter, fetch a made-to-order Starbucks brew 

or get a sandwich from the cafeteria. If he finds a patient alone and in the 

mood for company, he’ll ask permission to pull up a chair and strike up a 

conversation. Or invite the patient for a stroll. “Some people just want to get 

out of the room,” he says, “so we’ll walk the grounds.”

early life. Raised in New York City, DeBrecourt 

describes his upbringing as privileged. His mom was 

a designer-shoe buyer for Saks, and his dad was a 

banker. From his immigrant dad, he picked up a little 

French and a big wanderlust that has taken him from 

Korea to Israel, on safari in Africa and atop pyramids in 

Mexico.

dream life. “Volunteering is so much more fulfilling 

than my 9-to-5 day,” he says. “If I had my way, and I 

didn’t have to pay my mortgage, I could see myself 

being here daily.” He’s inching in that direction 

already. On top of his regular Tuesday-afternoon 

shift, DeBrecourt volunteers one day each weekend 

and almost every major holiday, including Christmas, 

Thanksgiving and Hanukkah. “Everybody should be 

volunteering on those days because patients can feel 

really lonely.”

Marine One

“Volunteering 
is so much more 
fulfilling than my 
9-to-5 day. If I 
had my way, and  
I didn’t have to 
pay my mortgage, 
I could see myself 
being here daily.”
—greg de brecourt
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Marine One

F 

or the eighth year in a row, Cedars-Sinai joined with  

Telemundo 52 for the Spanish-language station’s 

annual health fair, La Feria de la Salud. The daylong 

event enabled thousands of low-income Los Angeles residents 

to get free health screenings, exams, vaccinations and 

wellness education. 

Nearly 500 Cedars-Sinai physicians, nurses and other staff 

members from more than 50 departments as well as healthcare 

workers from numerous community organizations provided 

more than 7,000 screenings and other health services. 

“We stepped up our services to offer even more to a 

community that depends on this event for vital health 

information that they just don’t get anywhere else,” says 

Michele Rigsby Pauley, RN, MSN, Cedars-Sinai interim associate director of 

Community Health and Education.

Some visitors had never seen a doctor before, according to critical care nurse 

Olena Svetlov, RN. “We saw a lot of people who didn’t know they have high 

cholesterol and high blood sugar,” she says. “This is their source of care.”

Those at risk received additional counseling, educational materials and 

referrals. If their condition was urgent, an emergency triage team evaluated them.

Kids enjoyed the day as well  —  or at least got a good checkup. Cedars-Sinai 

COACH for Kids®  —  a program of the Maxine Dunitz Children’s Health Center  —    

provides immunizations, flu shots, and nutrition and dental education.

“I wanted the artwork to shine  
a light on the positive side  
of healthcare and be playful,  
fun and accessible. I kept in  
mind that art for a mobile unit 
is like animation, and created 
graphic images that can be  
read easily and quickly while  
the unit is moving.”
—san francisco artist christian robinson, 
who created child-friendly artwork for the Cedars-Sinai COACH for Kids™ 
mobile unit. He grew up in Central Los Angeles and, as a young boy, received 
health services from the program. COACH for Kids is part of the Maxine 
Dunitz Children’s Health Center, which also is benefiting from his artwork.

Healthcare To Go

Telemundo Team-Up
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Cedars-Sinai’s Tamara Purnell 
engages kids and teaches them 
about dental health at the annual 
Telemundo health fair.



Kangra Miniatures and Conte mporary Collection
the donor: Payal Kapoor 

the art: Nine paintings by a variety 
of artists celebrating past and  
present translations of Indian culture 
and traditions

the inspiration: Kangra miniatures 
originated in the lower Himalayas in 
the mid-18th century when a family of 
Kashmiri painters requested shelter 
at the court of Raja Dalip Singh of 
Guler — the last maharaja of the Sikh 
empire. Mingling with local artists, 
the Kashmiri created works heavily 
influenced by their surroundings. The 
style is precise yet fluid, with special 
attention paid to achieving delicate, 
porcelain-like facial features.

the materials: The cool, natural 
colors are created from precious 
stones, minerals, vegetables, conch 
shells and other items to produce an 
enamel-like luster.

(clockwise) Four traditional Kangra miniature 
paintings by unidentified artists; L’amour  
Illimité (Love Unlimited) by Pradipta 
Chakraborty; and Navrupa (New Spring) by 
Bhagat Singh

Cedars-Sinai’s fine-art collection 
grew out of the vision and generosity 
of Marcia Simon Weisman and her 
husband, Frederick, who understood 
the curative power of art and donated 
a number of pieces from their own 
collection to the medical center. Today, 
the world-renowned collection includes 
thousands of pieces, with an emphasis 
on contemporary artwork by local 
established and emerging artists.  

For more information about the 
collection or to make a donation,  
call 323-866-7798.
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Staffers Step Up for

#GivingTuesday

Investigators at the Cedars-Sinai 
Board of Governors Regenerative 
Medicine Institute have teamed 
up with Emulate Inc. to potentially 
change how patients are treated 
for debilitating, inflammatory 
gastrointestinal diseases such as 
Crohn’s syndrome, ulcerative colitis 
and irritable bowel syndrome. 
Researchers already have 
reproduced normal human intestine 
cells on an organ-chip outside the 
body. In the future, they hope to 
reproduce the intestine cells of 
specific patients and then test 
potential treatments on the chip.

Disclosure: Cedars-Sinai owns a minority stock 

interest in Emulate. An officer of Cedars-Sinai also 

serves on Emulate’s board of directors. Emulate 

provides no financial support for this research.

E 

ach year, Giving 

Tuesday celebrates the 

philanthropic spirit that 

epitomizes Cedars-Sinai every day.

This past Giving Tuesday, 

more than 235 Cedars-Sinai staff 

members went above and beyond 

their usual dedication by donating 

to the health system’s exploration 

of lifesaving treatments, research 

and clinical trials. Their generosity, 

combined with online donations, 

raised more than $150,000 for  

the event. 

Giving Tuesday is celebrated 

annually on the Tuesday following 

Thanksgiving and is recognized as 

an international day for giving back. 

Cedars-Sinai was one of thousands 

of organizations in 150 countries to 

participate in the initiative in 2017.

One of those who contributed —  

in all ways — was Tammi Weinstein, 

a volunteer coordinator at 

Volunteer Services who, in addition to her own gift, volunteered to solicit 

contributions at the Giving Tuesday booth in the North Tower Plaza Level.

“I’m a big believer in giving back and helping others, monetarily, 

physically and emotionally,” Weinstein says. “Giving Tuesday is not only 

about giving money but also sharing why we are grateful. Cedars-Sinai 

found my cancer and saved my life. We work here, and I want to give 

back where I can in the hospital.”

Kim Coleman, RN, began donating to the Employee Giving 

program when she first started working at Cedars-Sinai. She has 

also benefited from the generosity of others when she found 

herself in need of heart and kidney transplants. 

“I am a living, breathing, walking testimony of what research does 

and what we are capable of doing here at Cedars-Sinai,” she says.

“I am a living, breathing, 
walking testimony  
of what research does  
and what we are 
capable of doing here 
at Cedars-Sinai.”  
—kim coleman, rn

Did 
You 

Know?
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Staffers Step Up for

#GivingTuesday S 

tudents from El Segundo High School played 

Santa at Cedars-Sinai’s annual holiday party for 

children with cancer and blood disorders. The 

teens handed out donated toys at the festive event, which 

is hosted by the Maxine Dunitz Children’s Health Center 

and the Samuel Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Institute.

Stephanie Radicevic-Clark, a 2007 El Segundo High 

graduate, started the tradition 13 years ago to honor a 

childhood friend who battled cancer. “That first year,  

I was surprised to see how many donations we got,”  

she recalls. 

This time around, the students collected more than 

600 toys for distribution. “It makes me so happy to 

know that the generosity of others continues to grow 

every year,” Radicevic-Clark says.

Still, the gifts are just part of the joy that the event 

brings. It also lets families celebrate during a stressful 

time — dancing, playing games, making silly faces in 

a photo booth, and enjoying a magic show and ballet 

performance.

“Our patients and their families look forward to this 

event every year,” says Joanne Ordono, Cedars-Sinai 

hematology-oncology child life specialist. “It really 

gives them a chance to not think about being sick or 

having cancer. Instead, they can focus on having fun 

and being kids.”

Toys for Joy

BIRDIES 
for the heart
Every time a member of the Penn State 
women’s golf team scores a birdie, more 
dollars add up for the Barbra Streisand 
Women’s Heart Center at the Smidt Heart 
Institute. Through the yearlong Birdies for 
the Heart campaign, Nittany Lions fans 
donate from 50 cents to $13 for each hole 
played one stroke under par. The team has 
nearly reached its goal of $10,000.
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Left: Stephanie 
Radicevic-Clark 
hands out  
presents to children 
at the annual 
holiday party.  
Below: El Segundo 
High School 
students with 
Director of  
Student Activities 
Robin Espinoza



Acting Up                 BY SOPHIA KERCHER
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S 

itting alone in the Cedars-Sinai Blood Donor Services lounge one 

recent morning, actor Haskell Anderson III joked that he was the 

most well-behaved donor there. It’s the kind of quip, along with his 

thoughtful questions about their weekends or kids, that makes the nurses and 

other hospital staff light up when Anderson visits. “It’s like he’s part of the 

family,” says Shawn Wittmier, technical manager of Blood Donor Services. 

Anderson has donated his blood and platelets hundreds of times and, 

on special emergency occasions, even his white blood cells — in a time-

consuming process that can take up to two days. “I’ve been donating for 

more than 20 years and I see no end in sight, and I don’t want to,” he says. 

His style is to stay active and involved, whether he is taking on a new 

volunteer role or jet-setting around the world to judge a film festival.

star status.  Anderson initially thought he was going to be a doctor and 

studied premed in New York. It wasn’t until he finished his Navy service —  

and later graduate school — that he got struck by the acting bug. His first 

movie, Brotherhood of Death (1976), is a cult hit and favorite of Quentin 

Tarantino, who has screened it twice at his film festival. After years of 

performing theater in New York, Anderson was cast in Kickboxer (1989) 

opposite Jean-Claude Van Damme. “It was a joy,” Anderson says.

globetrotter.  While he calls Los Angeles home, Anderson was born 

in New York City, and acting has taken him all over the world, including 

Thailand and Australia. “I never wanted to come back,” he says about his 

time Down Under. Most recently, he visited Italy, where he was a judge 

at the Venice International Film Festival as part of his involvement with 

Catholics in Media Associates, which he served as president for two years. 

“I’m also a lector at St. Monica Parish in Santa Monica,” he says. It’s not 

unusual to find him at mass there when he’s not traveling. 

good habits.  Anderson wakes up every day at 4:30 a.m. and makes coffee 

for his wife, Sarita Marie Ursula, to whom he has been married for more 

than 30 years. “And you know what? It feels like three months,” he says. 

After coffee, he heads to mass and then to the Santa Monica stairs, where  

he works out five times a week. 

a new lease on life.  A few years ago, Anderson underwent successful brain 

surgery at Cedars-Sinai for stage 1 meningioma. “Since then, I decided, as  

a symbol of gratitude, to give back even more,” he says. He volunteers at  

A Place Called Home, a nonprofit youth center in South Los Angeles, 

where he serves as a mentor to a teenage boy. The center recently honored 

Anderson as Mentor of the Year. “I wasn’t expecting that,” he says. “That  

was pretty cool.” 

“Adrian [Ang, RN] 
showed a genuine 
attitude of caring.  
He looked out for me, 
made sure all the tests 
I was in need of were 
completed on time, 
and arranged for the 
transportation and 
the timing of each test. 
Adrian goes well above 
and beyond the call  
of duty and truly  
gives his all to each  
of his patients.”
—Leslie Mueller

By making a gift through Circle 
of Friends, you not only honor a 
special caregiver but you also 
help Cedars-Sinai make advances 
in biomedical research, educate 
tomorrow’s physicians and 
continue to serve the community. 

For more information about  
Circle of Friends and how you  
can say “thank you,” visit  
cedars-sinai.org/circleoffriends
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Dedicated blood and platelet 
donor Haskell Anderson III on the 
stage at Pacific Resident Theatre, 
where he is a company member



	 12		 CATALYST SUMMER 2018    photo by fran strine     

olly Parton isn’t one for letting others do the 

hard work.

Instead, the high priestess of sass puts her money where 

her passions are, donating to people and causes that have 

the potential to make a huge impact. In 2017, she made a 

generous gift that will help untold numbers of patients by 

establishing the Dolly Parton Chair in Surgical Innovation in 

honor of Edward H. Phillips, MD.

Parton says giving back is part of sharing the massive 

amount of love and good fortune she has received throughout 

her career. “I’ve been very blessed in my life, and I count my 

blessings more than I count my money,” she says. “And I just 

really try to let God lead me in what direction I should go, 

and I just felt really good about doing this particular thing.”

This gift is especially exciting because it could open new 

doors and modes of thinking when it comes to surgery, says 

Phillips, vice chair of the Department of Surgery and chief of 

the Division of General Surgery at Cedars-Sinai.

“The NIH [National Institutes of Health] tends to want 

to fund research that already has a basis,” Phillips says. 

“So there are very few out-of-the-box discoveries. This is 

the kind of support that will lead to funding things that 

we don’t know if they’re going to work or not, but could 

be transformational. This is an incredible honor and an 

incredible opportunity.”

Here, Her Dollyness shares her thoughts on her faith in 

Phillips, her love of books, tips for staying positive and how 

songwriting is her therapy of choice.

After conquering  
the worlds of music, 
acting and business,  
Dolly Parton is taking 
on a new mantle as  
a surgical innovator 
at Cedars-Sinai.

BY WAYNE NIEMI

D



Pulls Up  
a Chair



‘‘ What motivated you to make  

such a generous gift and to honor 

Dr. Phillips?

Edward has become one of my best 

friends over the last several years. 

Knowing what a wonderful man 

and doctor he is, I thought, well, 

this is one thing that I would really 

take a lot of personal pride in doing 

for someone very worthy of it.

It also makes me feel good to 

give. A lot of people helped me 

when I was growing up, and even 

in my business. People still help me 

out. I’m surrounded with wonderful 

people. Because I have been given a 

lot, I like to give back. I always pray 

that God will give me enough to 

share and enough to spare.

What is it about Dr. Phillips that 

won you over?

He’s not only a wonderful surgeon 

and a wonderful human being, he’s 

a genius, too. He comes up with a 

lot of wonderful, innovative things 

to really help people with the 

microscopic surgery, ways to lessen 

pain and make surgery better, and 

to make people’s lives richer. I call 

him my little rock star. 

                             Because I have been given a lot, I like to  give back.

I always pray that God will give me  enough to share and enough to spare.
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Longtime friends Dolly Parton and  
Dr. Edward Phillips at the dedication 
of the chair she has established to 
foster surgical innovation in his honor
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                             Because I have been given a lot, I like to  give back.

I always pray that God will give me  enough to share and enough to spare.

It seems like you and Dr. Phillips have 

become quite close over the years.

We got to be friends, and we realized 

we have quite a lot in common. He 

has family that lives in Nashville. So 

when he comes to Nashville with his 

wife, Nancy, I treat them like family, 

like they treat me when I’m out here 

[in Los Angeles]. 

Beyond healthcare, you’re also 

committed to children’s literacy with 

your Imagination Library. Why is 

that so important to you?

My daddy always said he felt like he 

was in prison because he couldn’t 

read and write. But he was so smart. 

I always thought, if he’d been able 

to read and write, there’s no telling 

what he could have done. After he got 

grown, he felt like it was just too hard 

to learn to read. So it means a lot to 

me that children get a chance early on. 

If you can learn to read, even if you’re 

poor, you can self-educate yourself. 

If you can’t read, you can’t do much. 

What are you reading right now?

Believe it or not, I never had read the 

book Rebecca. My middle name is 

Rebecca, so I got to reading Daphne 

du Maurier. Anyway, I’m reading 

Rebecca and My Cousin Rachel. I got a 

whole series of this lady’s books, and 

so I’m reading those at the moment.

How do you think your career as 

a singer, songwriter, actress and 

businesswoman impacts your 

approach to philanthropy?

Doing what I do, I travel all over the 

world. I see how other people live. 

I know a lot of people have hard 

times all over the world. I think that, 

because I do travel all over, I feel 

like I’m a little piece of everybody. 

And I try to feel for everybody, and 

my heart just leads me. 

Given that you have seen so many 

hardships in your travels, how do 

you stay positive?

Well, I pray hard. I try to accept 

what I don’t understand because 

I always remember that God does 

work in mysterious ways. You don’t 

understand everything, but you 

have to accept that there’s a greater 

purpose or you’d go mad. But I’m 

not always happy. I always try to 

be, but if I wake up and I see that 

something’s wrong, I think, “Well, 

what can I do to fix it?” And I try to 

have a good sense of humor. I was 

born with a happy heart. Sometimes 

it gets broken, too, but my intention 

is to have a good attitude and to 

make things as good as I can.

What keeps you motivated to keep 

performing, writing songs and 

touring?

I just love doing it. I was born 

with the gift of rhyme, so I started 

writing early on. It’s my favorite 

thing to do — to write songs. If I had 

to give up everything else I do, if 

somebody said, “You can only do 

one thing,” I would choose to write, 

because it’s my way of expressing 

life, myself. It’s my therapist. No 

matter what kind of mood I’m in, I 

can write a song and express it. And 

I love being able to leave something 

at the end of the day that wasn’t 

there yesterday. Even if it’s not 

great, it’s good enough because it is 

something I did.

What advice do you have for people 

about living a healthy, happy, 

fulfilling life?

I think a big part of it is in attitude. 

I think you also have to decide early 

on what it is you want to do. You 

have to be willing to sacrifice for it. 

You have to know that it’s not going 

to come easy. I always say, dreams 

don’t just happen. You’ve got to put 

legs and wings and arms and feet 

on them. You’ve got to get out there 

and really make it happen.
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F 
rom Sheri and Marc H. Rapaport’s perspectives, the best synonym 
for philanthropy is not giving — it’s doing.

They demonstrate their deep commitment to helping others through 
action currently centered around two key volunteer roles at Cedars-Sinai: 
Marc chairs the Board of Directors, and Sheri serves in the Ruth and Harry 
Roman Emergency Department. Parents of four grown children born at 
Cedars-Sinai, the Rapaports have been among the health system’s strongest 
supporters for more than three decades.

While they have given generously over the years to support innovative medical 
research at Cedars-Sinai — most recently, by establishing the Marc and Sheri 
Rapaport Fund for Digital Health Sciences and Precision Health — they have 
always integrated hands-on community service into the fabric of their busy lives. 

“It’s much easier to give money than to give time, but volunteering is just 
as important, if not more so,” Marc says.

Sheri agrees that there is no substitute for getting involved. “We really 
believe in doing the work,” she says. “Cedars-Sinai is a great fit for us. This  
is a really nice community to be involved in.”

At home, Marc and Sheri enjoy sharing their Cedars-Sinai experiences and 
bouncing ideas off each other. Their ideas often lead to action — like ways to 
improve the patient experience and strengthen online interactive capabilities 
to engage millennials and attract a new generation of volunteer leaders. For 
example, Sheri’s observations in the emergency department have resulted in 
such positive changes as installing cellphone charger outlets to help people 
stay connected to loved ones. She also has helped implement measures to 
improve patient flow and reduce waiting time.

The couple’s priorities include supporting other local organizations, 
particularly the OUR HOUSE Grief Support Center. Sheri is a former chair 
of the board and has led grief support groups for the past decade, while 
Marc serves on the advisory board and finance committee. They also support 
Jewish and educational organizations, and both are dedicated to mentoring 
the next generation of community leaders. In fact, one of Marc’s proudest 
achievements as Cedars-Sinai board chair has been the launch of Project 21,  
a program for mentoring new generations of volunteer leaders.

Marc and Sheri 
Rapaport view 

philanthropy as  
a call to action. 

This means serving 
in leadership and 

volunteer roles  
at Cedars-Sinai  

as well as providing 
funds to support 

digital health  
sciences and 

precision  
health research.

BY SHERRY ANGEL

Gift of
Time



Marc on 
Sheri:

“Sheri is a very good 
judge of people and 
a very good listener. 

She has a great sense 
of what is the socially 
responsible and right 

thing to do, when I 
might focus on what 
is the most efficient 
thing to do. We’re a 
good yin and yang.”  

Sheri on 
Marc:

“I have tremendous 
respect for my 
husband. He is 
compassionate 

and very humble. 
At a recent social 

gathering, someone 
asked him what he 

does and he said,  
‘I’m a volunteer  

at Cedars-Sinai.’  
I thought, ‘Wow.  

He doesn’t do this 
work for his own 

benefit, he does it for 
the community.’ I love 

that about him.”  

photo by ted catanzaro      CATALYST SUMMER 2018 17



A sked if anyone in particular inspired their roll-
up-your-sleeves style of philanthropy, they 
look at each other and smile. Both immediately 
think of Sheri’s father, Leland Huttner, a retired 

criminal defense attorney who lives in Denver. He has 
performed Shabbat and holiday services at nursing homes 
as a volunteer para-chaplain for the Jewish Family Service of 
Colorado for two decades — and is still going strong at 90.

“My dad raised millions of dollars to build the Holocaust 
Memorial at the University of Denver, but he has mostly 
given his time over the years and is still a pillar of the 
Jewish community in Denver,” Sheri says.

“He’s a great role model,” adds Marc, noting that his father-
in-law encouraged him to take on the role of Cedars-Sinai 
board chair. 

Marc, a lawyer who built a successful career in investment 
banking and co-founded Major League Soccer, has shared 
his business and leadership expertise in various roles at 
Cedars-Sinai over the years. After getting involved in the 
Sports Spectacular support group in the mid-1980s, he 
joined the Board of Governors, and the Rapaports became 
leading supporters of its Gene Therapeutics Research 
Institute. Marc joined the Cedars-Sinai Board of Directors  
in 2003 and has served on the executive committee as  
well as heading the finance, investment and executive 
personnel committees. His three-year term as chair began 
in 2017. 

“I’m proud to have been part of big changes over the 
past 30 years, as Cedars-Sinai has gone from a high-
quality community hospital to a high-quality academic 
health system that does a lot of good through research 
and community service as well as patient care,” he says. 
“Cedars-Sinai is an increasingly important part of our 
community.”
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Dr. Brennan Spiegel 
introduces patient Jordan 
Fergusson to virtual reality 
in an attempt to determine 
how the technology can be 
used to improve the patient 
experience at Cedars-Sinai.

Virtual  
Reality 
Check
Marc and Sheri Rapaport believe 
in using the power of technology to 
improve healthcare. Their recent 
gift to establish the Marc and Sheri 
Rapaport Fund for Digital Health 
Sciences and Precision Health grew 
out of their excitement about the 
innovative research Brennan M. 
Spiegel, MD, is doing to develop 
the therapeutic benefits of virtual 
reality (VR) and other technology.

Spiegel, director of Health 
Services Research as well as the 
Cedars-Sinai Center for Outcomes 
Research and Education, has 
found that giving patients a virtual 
“escape” into calming environments 
through VR goggles can provide 
benefits such as stress and pain 
relief. He also is exploring the use 
of VR to reduce blood pressure and 
alleviate anxiety and depression. 

“This work has received 
international attention, and it’s 
largely powered by the Rapaports’ 
contribution,” Spiegel says. “Their 
support has made it possible for us 
to obtain key results that put us in a 
strong position to win major grants 
from outside sources such as the 
National Institutes of Health.”



W hile Marc focuses on the many demands of 
board leadership, Sheri, who practiced law 
before starting a family, comes to Cedars-Sinai 
every Monday afternoon to tend to the needs 

of patients and family members in the emergency department. 
She answers questions, escorts relatives to patients’ bedsides 
and offers reassuring words to those awaiting medical 
attention or news about loved ones. 

“Working in the emergency department is one of the most 
rewarding things I’ve ever done,” Sheri says. “It feels good to 
be able to make a small difference for patients and families. 
And seeing the quality of care up close really makes me 
thankful for what Cedars-Sinai does for the community.”

While it’s not easy for a couple who does so much for  
Cedars-Sinai and the community to avoid the limelight, the 
Rapaports shy away from outside recognition. However, they 
welcome an opportunity to talk about each other’s strengths. 

“Sheri is a very good judge of people and a very good 
listener. She has a great sense of what is the socially responsible 
and right thing to do, when I might focus on what is the most 
efficient thing to do. We’re a good yin and yang,” Marc says.

“I have tremendous respect for my husband,” Sheri adds. “He 
is compassionate and very humble. At a recent social gathering, 
someone asked him what he does and he said, ‘I’m a volunteer 
at Cedars-Sinai.’ I thought, ‘Wow. He doesn’t do this work for 
his own benefit, he does it for the community.’ I love that 
about him.”

In their low-key way, through action more than words, the 
Rapaports have deepened their relationship with Cedars-Sinai  
as the institution has expanded its services and geographic 
reach. With that comes more opportunities for philanthropic 
endeavors, which suits the Rapaports and their approach to life.

And the best way, Marc and Sheri agree, is to offer the gift  
of time.

“I’m proud to have been part of 
big changes over the past 30 years, 
as Cedars-Sinai has gone from a high-quality 
community hospital to a high-quality academic 
health system that does a lot of good through 
research and community service as well as  
patient care.”      —MARC H. RAPAPORT

“Working in the 
emergency department 
is one of the most 
rewarding things I’ve 
ever done. It feels good 
to be able to make a small 
difference for patients and 
families. And seeing the quality 
of care up close really makes 
me thankful for what  
Cedars-Sinai does for the 
community.”      —SHERI RAPAPORT
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Giving His All



For Stephen Lohr, the giving 

never stops.

Lohr joined Cedars-Sinai 

in 1995 and has played 

a variety of roles, troubleshooting 

an array of issues and technical 

evolutions. Currently, he serves as a 

systems analyst, supporting payroll, 

and orchestrating the movement of 

supplies and materials across the 

institution.

Known for his whimsical ties —  
featuring characters from Looney 

Toons, Sesame Street, Disney, 

and Calvin and Hobbes — Lohr 

has accepted his unconventional 

tendencies. “I’m the oddball,” he says 

proudly. “And I’ve embraced it.”

But what is most unusual about 

Lohr is his relentless and systematic 

approach to finding ways to give 

back. Even before he came to 

Cedars-Sinai, Lohr donated blood to 

the Red Cross.

“At the time, money was tight, 

and I couldn’t donate to a charity or 

anything else like that, but I could 

give blood for free,” he says. “And, 

that made a lot of sense to me, in 

that you’re helping. They say food, 

clothing and shelter are the basics. 

Well, guess what? At an even more 

basic level, people need blood.”

Once in place at Cedars-Sinai, 

Lohr began donating blood and, later, 

platelets. “I don’t have any direct 

patient care, but I help to provide for 

direct patient care because, if they 

don’t have all of the blood and platelets 

they need, you’ve got a problem.”

While Lohr says he’s proud of 

the lives he has helped save, the 

process isn’t totally selfless. “I get 

a very comforting feeling from 

knowing that I’ve helped,” he says. 

“It gives me self-worth.”

When the Employee Giving 

program launched in 2010, Lohr 

began contributing financially.  “I’m 

proud to be able to support an 

organization that I have a lot of 

faith and trust in,” he says. “It’s not 

a lot of money each month, but it 

adds up over time.”

His financial donations through 

the Employee Giving program —  
and those from hundreds of other 

employees — have indeed added up,  

contributing to the overwhelming 

success of The Campaign for  

Cedars-Sinai, the largest fundraising 

endeavor in the history of the 

institution. The funds raised through  

the campaign are enabling 

investigators to delve into novel 

areas of research, develop new ways  
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Giving His All
Stephen Lohr has 
dedicated more  
than two decades  
of service to  
Cedars-Sinai, in 
addition to being 
a steadfast blood 
donor and financial 
contributor. Now, 
as a patient, he’s 
providing invaluable 
data that could  
save untold  
numbers of lives  
in the years ahead.

BY WAYNE NIEMI

2,397 
employees  
actively contribute  
to the Employee  
Giving program.

T H E  C A M PA I G N  F O R  C E D A R S - S I N A I



to diagnose and treat disease, train 

the next generation of physicians, 

researchers and caregivers, and 

provide unmatched clinical care. 

After giving so much to 

Cedars-Sinai, Lohr found 

himself the one in need 

when he was diagnosed 

with stage 3 kidney cancer in 2014. 

The choice was made to remove one 

of his kidneys with the help of the 

da Vinci Surgical System—robotic 

technology that aids surgeons in 

minimally invasive procedures.

“To me, it looks like a robotic 

crab from a science fiction movie,” 

he says. “It’s hovering above you, 

and the doctor’s way over there.”

The surgery was such a success 

that Lohr returned to work just a 

week later. “I never really had any 

pain,” he says. “Everything healed up 

fine, thanks to the da Vinci and an 

amazing surgeon, Dr. Matthew Bui.”

After a year cancer-free, Lohr was 

allowed to again resume his platelet 

donations. “That was important to 

me,” he says. “I need to feel like I’m 

helping people, that I’m valuable.”

But in January 2017, Lohr 

received some unwanted news: His 

cancer had returned and had spread 

to his lungs. “Surgery was not an 

option, and kidney cancer doesn’t 

really respond to chemo or radiation 

therapy,” he says.

As is his way, Lohr settled on a 

course of treatment that would allow 

him to help others while hopefully 

helping himself. “I could get into a 

clinical trial, where the results of that 

will help other people down the road, 

whether it’s effective for me or not.”

Lohr qualified for a clinical 

trial headed by Robert A. Figlin, 

MD, director of the Division of 

Hematology/Oncology, deputy 

director of the Integrated 

Oncology Service Line, and the 

Steven Spielberg Family Chair in 

Hematology-Oncology.

So far, the results are very 

positive. “The tumors have shrunk 

by about 81 percent,” Lohr says. “I’m 

stable and doing well.”

Given his own experience with 

pioneering medicine, Lohr says he has 

a new appreciation for the importance 

of medical exploration. His donations, 

deducted from each paycheck, now 

go to the Cancer Research Fund, 

which allows investigators to seek 

out new, innovative ways to detect 

and treat cancer.

Like the researchers he supports, 

Lohr, too, is stepping into the 

unknown. While he is doing well 

physically, emotionally it’s been a 

profoundly difficult year, he says. 

In addition to coping with his own 

health challenges, his wife, Sandy, 

passed away in 2017. “It’s been a 

hard year, I’ll say that,” he adds.

Still, Lohr says he tries to 

maintain a positive outlook, 

which includes his self-

assigned duty to entertain 

the staff. “Dr. Figlin is very serious 

and, for a while, my main goal was to 

make him smile. To have a clientele 

that is possibly dying, that would be 

stressful, you know? Having to deal 

with people like that, who are scared, 

must weigh on him. I try to lighten it 

up with my strange sense of humor.”

Even while undergoing his 

infusion treatments, Lohr has 

maintained his busy work schedule 

and says he plans to stay for as long 

as he feels he’s contributing to the 

Cedars-Sinai mission. “I still feel that 

I’m effective,” he says. “They still 

want to keep me around, and as long 

as I feel like I’m making significant 

contributions, I’ll stick around.”

He also enjoys time with his five 

grandchildren, three dogs, turtle, 

rabbit and 100-gallon saltwater 

aquarium. “I’ve got my animals that  

I love and take care of,” he says.  

“I love my grandchildren. I love 

riding my ATV. I enjoy life. I enjoy 

having fun.”

Nearly 16% 
of the Cedars-Sinai 
workforce makes 
monetary donations  
to the institution.

In 2017, Cedars-Sinai employees donated

$400,308.

T H E  C A M PA I G N  F O R  C E D A R S - S I N A I
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Please consider showing your gratitude for  
Cedars-Sinai by MAKING A GIFT today. 
giving.cedars-sinai.edu

They gave me another chance at life and the 
opportunity to pursue my dream: Go back to 

school to complete a degree in psychology 
and become a child psychologist.”

“I am grateful for the 
compassionate team at 

Cedars-Sinai who saw 
me through my second 

heart transplant…

 — Joelle Earle, Grateful Patient & Donor
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By Sherry Angel For more than six decades, Joe and Betty Weider 
created a fitness revolution through their 
magazines and health and fitness publishing 
empire. Betty carries on Joe’s legacy with the 
establishment of the Betty and Joe Weider Cardiac 
Intensive Care Unit and continues to support heart 
disease research and education at Cedars-Sinai. 

D 
uring their 53 years of marriage, until Joe 

Weider’s passing, he and Betty Weider 

changed the world, bringing weight training, 

nutrition and fitness into the mainstream.

Joe, the father of modern bodybuilding, 

popularized fitness and health awareness 

worldwide by publishing magazines such as 

Muscle and Fitness, Shape and Men’s Fitness. 

He brought Arnold Schwarzenegger to America, 

and mentored him and many others.

Betty, the “First Lady of Fitness,” was founder 

and co-publisher of Shape magazine, the most 

popular magazine for women’s fitness throughout 

the world, published in 37 languages. She 

also became a renowned fitness magazine 

columnist and has authored several books.

Betty caught Joe’s eye two years before  

they met when she was a model 

who graced the covers of his and many other 

magazines. Betty was ahead of her time, 

advocating weight training for women in the 

1950s, when the practice was frowned upon 

due to fears of overdeveloped muscles. 

Together, Betty and Joe promoted healthy 

living through publications that reached many 

millions of readers a month, inspiring and 

creating a new fitness lifestyle throughout  

the world. 

Privately, however, Joe wrestled for years 

with a serious health issue that brought him to 

Cedars-Sinai for specialized care. Joe was born 

with a genetic heart defect. Over three decades, 

he developed a close relationship with his 

cardiologist, Bojan Cercek, MD, PhD, director 

of the Cedars-Sinai Coronary Care Unit, co-

director of the Oppenheimer Atherosclerosis 

Research Center, and the Eleanor and Harold 

Foonberg Chair in Cardiac Intensive Care. 

Under Cercek’s care, Joe remained active and 

fit well into his later years.

Despite his 13-year battle with congestive 

heart failure, he reached age 93, passing 

away in 2013. “I believe Dr. Cercek prolonged 

my husband’s life by many years and, most 

importantly, the quality of his life,” Betty says. 

Cercek is also Betty’s cardiologist, and  

she continues to see him for care that 

“considers all aspects of my health.”

“He is so dedicated to his patients and to 

his profession,” 

she says. “He 

remembers my 

medical history 

with such detail. 

Sometimes, I feel 

as though I’m 

his only patient 

because of his 

caring attitude 

and genuine 

concern. Joe felt 

the same.”

 
Force for Fitness
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Below: Betty and 
Joe Weider on  
their wedding day
Right: Joe and 
Betty on their 
35th wedding 
anniversary 



B 

etty’s gratitude to Cercek led her to honor 

Joe’s memory with a gift that supports 

cardiology clinical research fellowships and 

establishes the Betty and Joe Weider Cardiac 

Intensive Care Unit at Cedars-Sinai. She wants 

others to benefit from the innovative research and 

educational initiatives led by Cercek and his team. 

“It’s important to support research that gives 

physicians the knowledge to provide the best 

possible healthcare,” Betty says. “Dr. Cercek’s 

research will help many people lead longer, 

healthier, more productive lives.”

A major focus of Cercek’s investigations 

examines why some people undergoing a heart 

attack are prone to having another within six 

months. The role of inflammation has been a 

major focus of heart disease research, but Cercek 

is exploring another possible mechanism: a 

breakdown in the immune barrier. 

He has identified several proteins in artery-

clogging plaque that may contribute to heart 

attack risk by triggering an autoimmune 

response. Further research will include 

identifying patients with acute coronary 

syndrome who are at risk for this kind of 

immune response. This research may ultimately 

lead to the development of new drugs to prevent 

heart attacks.

Betty’s gift also supports a fellowship program 

that trains cardiologists in critical care. The 

program prepares cardiologists to treat not only 

acute and chronic cardiac conditions, but also to 

manage resulting organ system problems such as 

liver and kidney failure as well as infections and 

issues related to transplants.

“This is cutting-edge education that is available 

at only a few places in the country,” Cercek 

says. “I’m very grateful to Betty for supporting 

education and research that will enable us to 

take better care of patients with heart disease. 

I’m sure Joe would be proud of how she is 

carrying on his legacy of helping people to enjoy 

good health.”

A
fter helping defeat Hitler, Hilda Eisen continued to fight for the 

downtrodden throughout the rest of her long life. The former Jewish 

partisan fighter in World War II celebrated her 100th birthday at Cedars-

Sinai, surrounded by her family. She passed away in November 2017.

“My mother actually lived in the forest and fought the Nazis,” her daughter 

Francis Miller says. “They used her to lure the Nazi soldiers into traps. She was 

very handy with a gun.” 

After the war, Hilda and her husband, Harry, relocated to the United States 

with the help of refugee groups. “They never forgot the help they received in 

making a new life,” Miller says. “They were both very interested in giving back to 

the less fortunate because they had been on the receiving end.” 

In 2010, Eisen made a gift through the Harry and Hilda Eisen Family 

Foundation in support of the Cedars-Sinai Jewish Chaplaincy Fund. “They really 

believed in the hospital, and they wanted to give back and make sure they left 

something of value to the community,” Miller says.

Warrior Woman
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Hilda and  
Harry Eisen

“My mother actually lived in the forest and 
fought the Nazis. They used her to lure the 
Nazi soldiers into traps. She was very handy 
with a gun.”
—Francis Miller

By Wayne Niemi



By Wayne Niemi The family of the late Homer Harvey has 
channeled his get-down-to-business spirit to 
combat kidney cancer by establishing a chair  
in urologic oncology.

H 
omer Harvey had a strict mantra when 

it came to life: Business comes first. 

But Homer made it his business to do 

more than just run one of the world’s 

largest aluminum companies. He was also 

a dedicated husband to his wife, Gloria, an 

ardent cheerleader for his three daughters 

and a steadfast philanthropist, anonymously 

supporting Cedars-Sinai, among other causes.

“We were always taught to give back, to be 

selfless, to donate,” daughter Ruth Zommick 

says. “But you don’t need accolades; you don’t 

need to be thanked for it. You just do it quietly.”

After Homer’s passing in 2015, his family 

wanted to find a way to honor the physician, 

Stuart Friedman, MD, who had cared for Homer 

throughout his battle with kidney cancer. 

In 2017, the family established the Homer 

and Gloria Harvey Family Chair in Urologic 

Oncology in honor of Stuart Friedman, MD. 

“Stuart is the most patient, wonderful 

doctor that there could possibly be, who was 

just there for my father every step of the way,” 

Zommick says.

DONOR
NEWS

 
Founding Father
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Gloria Harvey 
(center) surrounded 
by her daughters 
(from left) Julie, 
Lillian and Ruth
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The Harveys’ daughter Lillian 

Harvey-Banchik, MD, a surgeon and 

nutrition support specialist in New 

York, says Friedman has a special 

gift for instilling trust. “If Stuart told 

him something, he’d trust him,” she 

says. “That’s the ultimate accolade. 

As a physician, a lot of people don’t 

realize that a great deal of what we are 

able to do depends on developing a 

trusting relationship with the patient. 

Stuart did that. He’s a great doctor.”

Friedman calls the chair dedicated 

in his name a career highlight. “What 

the Harveys have done in establishing 

a chair in my honor is the ultimate 

recognition,” he says. “Their generous 

gift will enable research that will 

hopefully benefit patients for many 

years to come.”

Hyung Kim, MD, co-medical director 

of the Urologic Oncology Center  

and associate director of surgical 

research in the Samuel Oschin 

Comprehensive Cancer Institute 

at Cedars-Sinai, was chosen as the 

inaugural chair recipient.

Kim says he is humbled and 

honored to receive the accolade. “I 

hope to do my part to make sure their 

endowed chair makes a real dent in 

the pain and suffering resulting from 

kidney cancer,” he says. “There are 

new biomarkers we want to investigate 

and new immunotherapies we want 

to evaluate, and we will now have the 

resources to accelerate discovery.”

While family members admit 

Homer would be a bit ill at ease 

seeing his name attached to a gift, 

he’d be honored to be associated 

with Friedman. “He would be thrilled 

that there’s a chair named for Stuart,” 

daughter Julie Marquez says.

G 
loria Harvey smiles as she 

recalls her 65 years of marriage, 

the yacht Homer named after her — The 

Princess Gloria — and the adventures 

they shared. “I was lucky to have such 

a good husband,” she says.

However, the love story didn’t start 

on a high note when the couple met in 

their early teens. “I didn’t care for him 

at first,” she says with a laugh. “He was 

on the chunky side. He wore braces 

and had glasses. And he was a typical 

13-year-old: obnoxious.” She didn’t 

see him again until he returned from 

serving in the European theater during 

World War II. “He came to his aunt’s 

house. I was there for dinner. Then he 

wasn’t so bad.”

The couple was known for being 

uncommonly close, constantly 

traveling and showing each other 

affection. “I used to tell them, ‘Stop 

doing that!’” says Marquez, with mock 

embarrassment. “They were just always 

holding hands.”

The family also recalls Homer’s dry 

sense of humor, his deep respect for 

working people of all stripes and his 

zest for life. 

“If he had a bucket list, he did every 

single thing on it,” Zommick says. “He 

traveled the world. He went hunting in 

Siberia. He camped at the North Pole. 

He traveled across Africa. He fished 

all over. He did everything he ever 

wanted to do.”

photo by scott witter

“I hope to do my 
part to make sure 
their endowed chair 
makes a real dent 
in the pain and 
suffering resulting 
from kidney 
cancer. There are 
new biomarkers  
we want to 
investigate and new 
immunotherapies 
we want to 
evaluate, and 
we will now have 
the resources 
to accelerate 
discovery.”
—HYUNG KIM, MD, 

inaugural holder of the 

Homer and Gloria Harvey 

Family Chair in Urologic 

Oncology in honor of 

Stuart Friedman, MD 



events
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Orthopaedics Honor
Mark S. Vrahas, MD, founding chair of the Department of 
Orthopaedics, has been named the inaugural Levin/Gordon 
Distinguished Chair in Orthopaedics in honor of Myles 
Cohen, MD. Since arriving from Harvard University in 2016, 
Vrahas has demonstrated energetic, visionary and effective 
leadership of the new department. The chair name 
honors Don Levin, a lifetime trustee, and his wife, Ann, 
who together have been dedicated supporters of Cedars-
Sinai; Thomas D. Gordon, who served as executive vice 
president of Cedars-Sinai for 22 years and remains active 
in leadership and philanthropic roles; and Myles J. Cohen, 
MD, chief of the Division of Hand and Upper Extremity 
Reconstructive Surgery at the Cedars-Sinai Orthopaedic 
Center, who first joined Cedars-Sinai in 1975.

1 Dr. Mark S. Vrahas and Dr. Myles J. Cohen
2 Dr. Shlomo Melmed,  executive vice president, Academic 

Affairs, dean of the Medical Faculty, and the Helene A. 
and Philip E. Hixon Distinguished Chair in Investigative 
Medicine, addressing the crowd

3 Dr. Shlomo Melmed; Thomas M. Priselac, Cedars-Sinai 
president and CEO; Dr. Myles Cohen; Ann Levin; Thomas 
D. Gordon; Dr. Mark S. Vrahas; Marc H. Rapaport, chair of 
the Cedars-Sinai Board of Directors; and Arthur J. Ochoa, 
senior vice president for Community Relations and 
Development

4 Dr. Myles J. Cohen, Ann Levin, Thomas D. Gordon and  
Dr. Mark S. Vrahas

5 Thomas D. Gordon and Ann Levin

Cancer Therapeutics Chair
Michael R. Freeman, PhD, director of the Division of Cancer 
Biology and Therapeutics Research, has been named the 
inaugural Ben Maltz Chair in Cancer Therapeutics. Freeman 
also is co-director of the Cancer Biology Program in the 
Samuel Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Institute, vice chair of 
Research for the Department of Surgery, and a professor of 
Biomedical Sciences and Surgery. The late Ben Maltz was a 
longtime Cedars-Sinai supporter who instilled in his children, 
Elaine Goldsmith and Chuck Maltz, a sense of commitment 
to the community and the medical center. Along with Elaine’s 
son, Russell Goldsmith—a member of the Cedars-Sinai 
Board of Directors—they have continued Maltz’s legacy by 
steadfastly supporting the Cedars-Sinai community.

6 Russell Goldsmith, Elaine Goldsmith and Karen Goldsmith
7 Dr. Michael Freeman
8 (back row) Chuck Maltz, Julie Goldsmith, Bruce 

Goldsmith, Karen Goldsmith, Russell Goldsmith and 
Dr. Michael Freeman; (front row) Dana Maltz and  
Elaine Goldsmith
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Conversations About Cancer
A distinguished panel discussed recent advances in the 
fight against cancer at the Samuel Oschin Comprehensive 
Cancer Institute’s annual Conversations About Cancer 
event at the SLS Hotel in Beverly Hills. Larry Mantle, host 
of KPCC’s AirTalk, moderated the panel of cancer institute 
physicians, which included Timothy Daskivich, MD, director 
of Health Services Research for the Department of Surgery; 
Morganna Freeman, DO, associate director of the Melanoma 
and Cutaneous Oncology Program at The Angeles Clinic and 
Research Institute; Allen Ho, MD, director of the Head and 
Neck Cancer Program and co-director of the Thyroid Cancer 
Program; Philomena McAndrew, MD, co-clinical director of 
Medical Oncology at the Cedars-Sinai Tower Hematology 
Oncology Medical Group; Stephen Shiao, MD, PhD, assistant 
professor in the Department of Radiation Oncology and 
Biomedical Sciences; and Christine Walsh, MD, director of the 
Gynecologic Oncology Fellowship Program.

1 Gina Furth, and Larry and Joyce Powell
2 Tracy Forester and Carin Farkas
3 Dr. Stephen Shiao, Dr. Morganna Freeman, Dr. Allen Ho, 

Dr. Philomena McAndrew, Dr. Timothy Daskivich and  
Dr. Christine Walsh

21
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FOR THEIR GRANDCHILDREN, TOO.
For more than a century,  
people have turned to  
Cedars-Sinai for world-class  
medical treatment and research.  
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your estate plan, you can help  
ensure this legacy will be available 
for generations to come.

For more information, please  
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events

Honoring Past, Present and Future
Hyung L. Kim, MD, has been named the inaugural Homer 
and Gloria Harvey Family Chair in Urologic Oncology in 
honor of Stuart Friedman, MD. The Harvey family endowed 
the chair to support the promising research in urological 
cancers at Cedars-Sinai led by Kim, director of the Division 
of Urology, co-medical director of the Urologic Oncology 
Program and associate director of Surgical Research at the 
Samuel Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Institute. The family 
also wanted to convey their appreciation for the excellent 
care that Homer received at Cedars-Sinai, especially 
from Friedman, an internist and nephrologist who was 
previously chief of Nephrology at Cedars-Sinai, and is now 
a clinical associate professor at the David Geffen School 
of Medicine at UCLA and medical director of the Westside 
Dialysis Center. Homer Harvey passed away in 2015. 

1 Dr. Lillian Harvey-Banchik, Ruth Zommick, Gloria Harvey 
and Julie Marquez

2 Julie Kim and Dr. Hyung L. Kim
3 The Harvey family
4 Cedars-Sinai President and CEO Thomas M. Priselac,  

Dr. Stuart Friedman, Gloria Harvey, Dr. Hyung L. Kim and 
Cedars-Sinai Board of Directors Chair Marc H. Rapaport

Dancing for NED
The fifth annual Dancing for NED fundraising event 
honored Paula Anastasia, RN, MN, a clinical nurse specialist 
in Gynecologic Oncology at Cedars-Sinai who is known 
for providing patient-centered, joyful, compassionate 
care. Proceeds from the event benefit the Cedars-Sinai 
Women’s Cancer Program and the pioneering work of its 
director, Beth Y. Karlan, MD—the Board of Governors Chair 
in Gynecologic Oncology—in improving ovarian cancer 
research and treatment. Held at the home of Melissa 
Rosenberg and Lev L. Spiro, guests enjoyed an evening of 
dinner, dancing and live music performed by singer Paul 
Freeman. NED stands for “No Evidence of Disease,” which 
is what every woman with ovarian cancer hopes for. While 
no cure is yet available for ovarian cancer, many women 
are able to achieve NED status. Writer-producers Dana 
Baratta and Melissa Rosenberg founded Dancing for NED 
and served as event chairs, along with Jennifer Fife.

5 Marty Davis, Paula Anastasia, Marlene Jenkins and 
Frank Dedovic

6 NED co-host Dana Baratta with her brother, David Baratta
7 NED honoree Paula Anastasia, RN, with  

Marlene Jenkins, RN
8 Jason Zimmerman and Dana Baratta

	 30		 CATALYST SUMMER 2018    the campaign for cedars-sinai — giving.cedars-sinai.edu 

1 2

3

6

4

5

7 8

HELP BY VISITING 
A DIFFERENT 
KIND OF BANK.

blood. All it takes is one hour to save up to 
two lives. Schedule an appointment now at 
donatebloodcedars.org or call 310-423-5346.

© 2016 Cedars-Sinai



HELP BY VISITING 
A DIFFERENT 
KIND OF BANK.

blood. All it takes is one hour to save up to 
two lives. Schedule an appointment now at 
donatebloodcedars.org or call 310-423-5346.

© 2016 Cedars-Sinai



Board of Governors
What: The annual Board of Governors 
Gala raised more than $1 million to 
support the Cedars-Sinai Board of 
Governors Regenerative Medicine 
Institute. The evening included dinner 
for 700 guests, an auction of unique 
experiences, and performances by the 
Los Angeles Rams Cheerleaders and 
the R&B group Boyz II Men. It also 
was a chance to recognize the board’s 
accomplishments over the past year 
and honor exceptional community 
members.
Who: E. Stanley Kroenke, owner and 
chairman of the Los Angeles Rams, 
received the Visionary Award in 
recognition of his commitment to 
Cedars-Sinai. Kristen and Gordon 
Gray, founders of the Charlotte 
and Gwenyth Gray Foundation to 
Cure Batten Disease, received the 
Luminary Award for their dedication 
to promoting genetic research into 
Batten disease and other conditions. 
The gala was chaired by Lisa 
DeBartolo Miggs, Don Miggs, Nikki 
DeBartolo and Chad Chronister.
Where: The Beverly Hilton Hotel

1	Autograph from former Rams 
player Eric Dickerson

2	Boyz II Men
3	John Bendheim, Cedars-Sinai 

Board of Directors Chair Marc H. 
Rapaport, Jennifer Demoff, Kevin 
Demoff and Jim Hill

4	Steve and Ethie Hitter
5	Michael Druyanoff, Richard Weitz, 

John Bendheim and Rick Powell
6	Amy and Joey Behrstock
7	E. Stanley Kroenke
8	View of the room
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Established by the Cedars-Sinai 
Board of Directors in 1971, the 
Board of Governors’ mission is to 
support Cedars-Sinai’s foremost 
clinical programs, biomedical 
research and community outreach. 
The Board of Governors’ current 
campaign is raising $30 million 
for the Board of Governors 
Regenerative Medicine Institute. 
Led by Clive Svendsen, PhD—the 
Kerry and Simone Vickar Family 
Foundation Distinguished Chair 
in Regenerative Medicine—
physicians and scientists at the 
institute are pioneering new  
stem-cell-based treatments for 
skeletal disorders and diseases  
of the brain, eye, pancreas, liver 
and blood.

About Us

9	Chad Chronister, Nikki DeBartolo, 
Candy and Eddie DeBartolo, Lisa 
DeBartolo and Don Miggs

  0  Cedars-Sinai Board of Directors 
Chair Marc H. Rapaport and Sheri 
Rapaport

 Dr. Harry Sax and Ann Garber-Rimoin

	Jeff and Lauren Polak 
 Cedars-Sinai Senior Vice President 
for Community Relations and 
Development Arthur J. Ochoa, 
Gordon and Kristen Gray, and  
Dr. Clive Svendsen, director of the 
Board of Governors Regenerative 
Medicine Institute, and the 
Kerry and Simone Vickar Family 
Foundation Distinguished Chair in 
Regenerative Medicine 

 Cedars-Sinai President and CEO 
Thomas M. Priselac with E. Stanley 
Kroenke

 Carolyn Hunt and Greg Trattner
 Paul and Vera Guerin, E. Stanley 
Kroenke, Leslie and Bobby Spivak, 
and Harriet and Steven Nichols
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The Brain Trust

BRAIN TRUST EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
Carol Bennett, MD
Angelia Bibbs-Sanders
Dale Cochran
Bettye Dixon

Debra Lee
Gloria Mitchell
Marva Smalls
Pauletta Washington

BRAIN TRUST ADVISORY BOARD
Riza Aziz
Debra Whelan Johnson
Rickey Minor

Denzel Washington
Stevie Wonder
 

BRAIN TRUST 2.0 COMMITTEE
Ava Coleman
Bianca Levin

Marc Mitchell
Lindsey Ross, MD
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About Us
Formed in 1998, The Brain Trust 
is a dynamic group comprising 
executive and advisory members. 
They volunteer their efforts to 
raise funds to support the work 
of Keith L. Black, MD—chair of 
the Department of Neurosurgery, 
director of the Maxine Dunitz 
Neurosurgical Institute, and the 
Ruth and Lawrence Harvey Chair 
in Neuroscience—and his team 
as they seek to treat and cure 
diseases of the brain and central 
nervous system. 

Two Decades of Brain	Scien	ce Innovation

F
 
or 20 years, The Brain Trust has helped spark extraordinary advances, educational opportunities 
and groundbreaking new treatments for brain disorders, while helping Cedars-Sinai expand global 
understanding of these conditions. The group was established in 1998 by a grateful patient, the late 

Linda Burrows, a year after Keith L. Black, MD, joined Cedars-Sinai. Since that time, the organization has grown 
and brought together influential women and men—community leaders, entertainment professionals and 
prominent philanthropists—who share a passion for advancing the work of Black and his team. Black serves 
as chair of the Department of Neurosurgery and director of the Maxine Dunitz Neurosurgical Institute and 
the Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. Brain Tumor Center. He also is the Ruth and Lawrence Harvey Chair in Neuroscience. 
Among its many achievements, the group established The Pauletta and Denzel Washington Family Gifted 
Scholars Program in Neuroscience in 2014 to nurture the next generation of brain investigators. In 2007,  
the group founded the Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. Brain Tumor Center, which translates research findings into  
real-world clinical treatments. Currently, the organization is accelerating the quest to cure diseases of the 
brain through the Campaign for the Brain, a $10 million fundraising initiative to help find better treatments, 
programs and discoveries for disorders that affect the brain and central nervous system. The synergy 
between Black’s groundbreaking research and the fundraising efforts of The Brain Trust has increased medical 
understanding of the brain and could have a lasting impact on the future of medicine. 

“I’m deeply grateful to The Brain Trust 
for their unwavering dedication and 
commitment that has helped advance 
medical knowledge, leading to new 
discoveries. I’m honored to be on  
this journey together.” 

— DR. KEITH L. BLACK
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1	Noel Hentschel, The Brain Trust Founder  
Linda Burrows, Suzanne Kayne and Paula Silver

2	(top row) Michele Andelson, Casey Cole,  
KC Miller, Paula Silver, Dr. Carol Bennett,  
Jeri Barton, Gloria Mitchell, Pauletta Washington 
and Cookie Parker; (bottom row) Kristi Brown, 
Marylou Ferry, Britt Aaronson and Felicia Mayes

3	Dr. Carol Bennett, Bonnie Boswell Hamilton, Dale 
Cochran, Dr. Keith L. Black, Pauletta Washington, 
Cookie Parker, Keisha Whitaker, Rickey Minor, 
Angelia Bibbs-Sanders and Gloria Mitchell

4 The 2009 Pauletta and Denzel Washington 
Family Gifted Scholars, Wes Phillips, Marisa Riley 
and Marcus Gates, with Dr. Keith L. Black

5	Pauletta and Denzel Washington 
6 (clockwise from left) Gloria Mitchell, 

Dale Cochran, Dr. Carol Bennett, Pauletta 
Washington and Angelia Bibbs-Sanders

7 (back row) Dale Cochran, Bettye Dixon,  
Debra Johnson, Angelia Bibbs-Sanders and 
Gloria Mitchell; (front row) Marva Smalls,  
Dr. Carol Bennett, Dr. Keith L. Black,  
Pauletta Washington and Debra Lee 

8	Stevie Wonder, Dr. Keith L. Black, Motown 
Founder Berry Gordy and Rickey Minor

9 Dr. Carol Bennett, Dr. Keith L. Black, Pauletta 
Washington, Sidney and Joanna Poitier,  
and Denzel Washington

  0  Dr. Keith L. Black, Sidney Poitier and  
Denzel Washington

 Pauletta Washington, Dale Cochran, Gloria 
Mitchell, Dr. Carol Bennett, Dr. Keith L. Black, 
Rachel and Rickey Minor, and Angelia  
Bibbs-Sanders

 Babyface, Debra Johnson, Pauletta Washington, 
Dr. Keith L. Black, Dr. Carol Bennett, Cheryl and 
Haim Saban, Gloria Mitchell, Dale Cochran,  
KC Miller and Angelia Bibbs-Sanders

“The Brain Trust is truly rewriting the script 
on brain disease and neurological disorders 
and empowering Dr. Black to attack both 
problems that seem obvious and those that 
only he can see right now. He’s starring 
in what might just be the most important 
story of our time.”        — DENZEL WASHINGTON

“With so many charitable causes, giving 
money doesn’t always translate into rapid 
progress, but Dr. Black’s work is different. 
From the moment we first heard him speak, 
we were impressed by his commitment and 
dedication to unraveling the complexities of 
the human brain.”      — PAULETTA WASHINGTON

“I’m blessed to join this group  
of compassionate souls.  
Dr. Black and his team are 
doing marvelous research.  
I’m honored to be a member  
of The Brain Trust.”  

— STEVIE WONDER

“My personal experience has shown 
me that there is an urgent need to 
find cures for brain diseases. By taking 
discoveries directly from the laboratory 
to the patients, we can make a huge 
and dramatic impact on people’s lives.” 

— DALE COCHRAN
7

8

9
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Two Decades of Brain	Scien	ce Innovation
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Fashion  
Industries Guild 
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What: The Fashion Industries Guild 
Gala celebrated its 60th year. The 
event benefited both the Diana and 
Steve Marienhoff Fashion Industries 
Guild Endowed Fellowship in Pediatric 
Neuromuscular Diseases, which 
helps advance research into the 
development of new protocols for 
a range of devastating neurological 
diseases affecting children, and the 
Cedars-Sinai Pediatric Undiagnosed 
Diseases Program, which provides 
diagnostic and treatment 
recommendations for undiagnosed 
medical mysteries in the youngest 
patients. The evening included dinner, 
a silent auction and a live band.
Who: Sabrina Kay, PhD, chancellor 
of Fremont College and CEO of 
Fremont Private Investments, received 
the Visionary Award. The Fashion 
Innovator Award went to Anine Bing, 
founder and creative director of an 
eponymous fashion line.
Where: Montage Beverly Hills

1	Dr. Sabrina Kay, Fashion Industries 
Guild President Joey Brooks,  
Dr. Charles Simmons and honoree 
Anine Bing 

2	Dennis Cronk and Eileen Ellis
3	Elena and Howard Leeds
4 Sharon Simmons and Dr. Charles 

Simmons
5	Dr. Sabrina Kay, Joey Brooks and 

Anine Bing
6	Howard Leeds, Eileen Ellis and 

Fashion Industries Guild Vice 
President Vlady Cornateanu 

7	Joey Brooks, Anine Bing, host Rico 
Gagliano and Rachel Waranch 
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Since 1956, the Fashion Industries 
Guild has raised more than  
$23 million to fund special 
pediatric programs and facilities 
at Cedars-Sinai, including 
the Fashion Industries Guild 
Congenital Heart Laboratory and 
the Hal Kaltman Fashion Industries 
Guild Congenital Heart Research 
Endowment. This support helps 
address the most common type of 
birth defects nationwide, affecting 
nearly 1 percent of U.S. births 
each year. Medical advances have 
dramatically improved survival 
rates for children with congenital 
heart defects, and the Cedars-
Sinai Department of Pediatrics 
and the Smidt Heart Institute’s 
Guerin Family Congenital Heart 
Program are working to extend 
these outcomes even further, into 
adulthood. Fashion Industries 
Guild support is helping advance 
the study of congenital heart 
disease and the development 
of more minimally invasive 
treatments for patients of all 
ages. Group members include 
manufacturers, designers, buyers, 
sales representatives, publicists, 
and other apparel and retail 
professionals.

About Us
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8	Jay Mangel, Lior and Jessica 
Lewensztain, and Ilse Metchek  

9	The evening’s entertainment
  0  Howard Leeds and Eileen Ellis 

 Ann Davis, Elaine Baum, Larry 
Baum, Roberta Sassower and 
Danny Sassower

8

9



The Heart Foundation
What: The 20th Galpin Motors Golf 
Classic benefiting The Heart Foundation 
brought the total raised from the 
event over two decades to $10 million. 
Heart disease remains the No. 1 cause 
of death for both men and women 
in the United States, and The Heart 
Foundation aims to help by supporting 
revolutionary research taking place 
at the Smidt Heart Institute under 
the direction of renowned cardiologist 
P.K. Shah, MD, director of the 
Oppenheimer Atherosclerosis Research 
Center, director of the Atherosclerosis 
Prevention and Treatment Center, and 
the Shapell and Webb Family Chair  
in Clinical Cardiology.
Who: Golfers, some of whom have 
participated in the event since its 
first year, played their way through 
Sherwood Country Club’s first-
class golf course and sampled 
Casamigos tequila and Mike’s Hard 
Lemonade along the way. Guests 
later enjoyed dinner, silent and live 
auctions, presentation of awards and 
a giveaway in which one lucky guest 
won a new Ford Mustang, courtesy of 
Galpin Motors.
Where: Sherwood Country Club, 
Thousand Oaks
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The Heart Foundation
Dedicated in loving memory 
of Steven S. Cohen, The Heart 
Foundation supports the 
groundbreaking research of world- 
renowned cardiologist P.K. 
Shah, MD, director of the Smidt 
Heart Institute’s Oppenheimer 
Atherosclerosis Research Center, 
director of the Atherosclerosis 
Prevention and Treatment Center, 
and the Shapell and Webb Family 
Chair in Clinical Cardiology. He 
is also director of the Steven S. 
Cohen Endowed Fellowship in 
Atherosclerosis Research. Shah 
is best known for his work to 
develop a mutant-gene-based 
therapy for reversing arterial 
plaque and for his research on a 
vaccine against atherosclerosis. 
The Heart Foundation’s mission 
is to save lives by educating 
the public about heart disease, 
promoting early detection and 
supporting research to find more 
effective ways to prevent and treat 
the No. 1 cause of death in the U.S.

About Us
1	Ofer Shemtov, Eric Anders, The 

Heart Foundation Chair Mark Litman, 
Gordon Klass and Barry Rudin

2	Robert Margolis and Frank Iannacone
3	(back row) Rob Kaffl, Terry Miller, 

Eva Weingarten, Barbara Walker, 
Cedars-Sinai President and CEO 
Thomas M. Priselac, and Lisa and 
Mark Sapiro; (front row) Bob Levey, 
The Heart Foundation Executive 
Director Catherine Erlinger, Jerry 
Cohen, Galpin Motors owners Jane 
and Bert Boeckmann, Dr. P.K. Shah 
and Mark Litman

4	(back row) Fay and Frank Mancuso; 
(front row) Vivian Fierstos, 
Frank Visco, and Bert and Jane 
Boeckmann

5	Marc Myers, Brian Rosenstein, 
Arnold Rosenstein and William Frank

6	Tom Eisenstadt, Steve Weber, and 
Mark and Lisa Sapiro

7	Galpin Ford General Manager 
Terry Miller, Albert Nassi, Kenneth 
Tarlow, Chris Gregoire Sr., Chris 
Gregoire Jr. and Dan Kane

8	Norm Langer, Eric Rose, Steven 
Garber and Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Mitchell Englander

9	Henry Weingarten and Eva 
Weingarten, with Ashton and 
Lindsay Cohen-Weingarten

  0  Rick Kaufman, Vickey Moseid and 
Dr. Marty Fishman 

	(back row) Dr. P.K. Shah, Mark 
Litman, Thomas M. Priselac; (front 
row) Bert and Jane Boeckmann

 Dr. Bruce Beard and Joanne Ward
   3	Gregg Cobarr, Glenn Cobarr, 

Stephen Plutsky and Tony Behrens
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I
 
n the days after a woman gives birth at Cedars-Sinai, amid the swirl of visitors’ queries about the 
baby’s name, weight and hair color, a nurse will set aside a private moment to focus solely on the 
new mother herself.
How is she feeling after the birth? Is she sad, anxious or overwhelmed? Does she think she’s  

doing OK as a new mother, or is she worried she’s somehow letting her baby or family down? 
The questions—gentle but focused—are part of the new Postpartum Depression Screening, 

Education and Referral Program at Cedars-Sinai. They elicit answers that help pinpoint whether 
a new mother is down, depressed or feeling hopeless. At the same time, the process offers 
reassurance. By bringing difficult topics into the open, the nurses help women who are at risk of 
postpartum depression open up about their struggles and help them to understand that they are  
not alone. 

“Unless we know that a woman is struggling with depression or anxiety, we can’t help her,” says 
Eynav Accortt, PhD, a clinical psychologist and assistant professor in the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at Cedars-Sinai. “Whether it’s due to the stigma attached to depression, feelings 
of shame or just not knowing who to turn to, unless they are given a window of opportunity, many 
women will never say a thing.”

Postpartum depression refers to the prolonged feelings of extreme sadness, hopelessness and 
anxiety that can occur after having a baby. Unlike the so-called “baby blues,” which are the worry 
and exhaustion that up to 80 percent of new mothers experience for a week or two after giving birth, 
postpartum depression is far more intense and long-lasting. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, at least 1 in 9 new mothers (and up 
to 1 in 5, depending on the mother’s age, race and location) suffers from postpartum depression. 
However, fewer than half will ever receive help. Without treatment, the condition can prevent the 
mother from bonding with her new baby, keep her from adequately caring for herself or her children, 
and leave her with feelings of futility, sorrow or anger. 

T
 
he reasons for not seeking treatment are complex, Accortt says. Some women worry 
that experiencing the symptoms of postpartum depression means they are failing at 
motherhood. Others face social, cultural or economic pressures that make admitting to the 

condition a taboo. And many don’t realize there’s a name for the downward spiral that is derailing 
their lives, or that successful treatment is both possible and widely available.

Thanks to the new program, all of the more than 6,500 women who give birth at Cedars-Sinai 
each year are screened for postpartum depression. They also receive educational materials that 
include information about how and where to get help. When a questionnaire reveals that a woman  
is at high risk for the condition, she is offered an appointment with a psychiatric social worker  
and given referrals for interventions like talk therapy, support groups and medication.
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The Helping Hand of Los Angeles       By Veronique de Turenne

On the Radar
Generous funding from The Helping Hand of Los Angeles  
is supporting a new postpartum depression screening program 
as well as an initiative to reduce C-sections.

“Unless we know that a 
woman is struggling with 
depression or anxiety, we 
can’t help her. Whether it’s 
due to the stigma attached 
to depression, feelings of 
shame or just not knowing 
who to turn to, unless they 
are given a window of 
opportunity, many women 
will never say a thing.”
—eynav accortt, phd



The result is that women who otherwise would have struggled alone are now getting help.
“I don’t think this program could have moved forward without the work of The Helping Hand 

volunteers,” Accortt says, referring to the 1,800-member volunteer group at Cedars-Sinai that makes 
women’s health the focus of its support. “We are so grateful to them for organizing and collecting 
the funds to make a critical and groundbreaking program like this possible.” 

A
 
nother program that has received aid from The Helping Hand is the Caesarean Reduction 
Task Force, which is part of the Childbirth Education Program. With up to 32 percent of 
babies born in the U.S. each year delivered via caesarean section, a national initiative has 

been launched to reduce that number. 
“There is a national agenda to safely lower the C-section rate because we feel that too many 

are being done nationwide,” says Kimberly D. Gregory, MD, director of the division of Maternal 
Fetal Medicine, vice chair of Women’s Healthcare Quality and Performance Improvement in the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, and the newly appointed The Helping Hand of Los 
Angeles–Miriam Jacobs Chair in Maternal-Fetal Medicine.

“Over the years, we have implemented upward of 20 projects geared to help physicians lower 
the rate of C-sections performed at Cedars-Sinai,” she says. “We’ve come down from a 35 percent 
rate of C-sections to 24 percent, which is very close to the ultimate goal of 23.8 percent, which is  
set nationally.”

Cedars-Sinai offers classes for new mothers to learn the true risks and benefits of the procedure. 
“The reason this initiative is so important is that it focuses on the health of the mother, not just 

the newborn,” says Paola Aghajanian, MD, director of Labor and Delivery at Cedars-Sinai and an 
assistant professor in Obstetrics and Gynecology. “Our goal is to give each woman the utmost 
opportunity to have a natural, vaginal delivery.”

When it comes to the generosity of The Helping Hand, Aghajanian is effusive in her praise.
“It’s incredibly important to have this group of volunteers who believe in the mission of advancing 

health for women, and who support our department in so many ways,” she says. “They are partners 
in so much of what we do to improve women’s health and wellbeing at Cedars-Sinai, and it really 
does take a team to meet the goals of this important initiative.” 
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The Helping Hand of Los Angeles       By Veronique de Turenne

The Helping Hand of Los Angeles is dedicated to supporting the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Cedars-Sinai. Over the 
past 87 years, The Helping Hand has raised nearly $24 million to further 
research and raise awareness for women’s and babies’ healthcare 
issues. Thousands of members have joined the group since its inception, 
including those volunteers who staff The Helping Hand Gift Shop. Funds 
generated through shop sales, membership dues, tributes, baby photos, 
and the annual Mother of the Year Luncheon and Fashion Show have been 
instrumental to the establishment of programs in family planning, oncology, 
fertility, inflammatory bowel disease and pregnancy, just to name a few.  
The group endowed The Helping Hand of Los Angeles–Miriam Jacobs 
Chair in Maternal-Fetal Medicine, held by Kimberly D. Gregory, MD, who 
directs the division of Maternal Fetal Medicine, and The Helping Hand of 
Los Angeles Chair in Obstetrics and Gynecology, held by Sarah J. Kilpatrick, 
MD, PhD, who chairs the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

About Us

“The reason this initiative 
is so important is that it 
focuses on the health of 
the mother, not just the 
newborn.”
—paola aghajanian, md



Sports Spectacular partners with 
top athletes and leading health 
professionals to improve everyday 
lives through research, prevention 
and education. In May 2014, the 
group pledged $10 million to 
establish the Sports Spectacular 
Diabetes and Obesity Wellness 
and Research Center at Cedars-
Sinai. The initiative will fund new 
medical research and encourage 
healthy eating and exercise. 
The center is headed by Richard 
Bergman, PhD, the Alfred Jay 
Firestein Chair in Diabetes 
Research and an internationally 
renowned expert in diabetes and 
obesity research, who oversees 
a world-class multidisciplinary 
team focused on finding ways to 
predict, prevent, treat and cure 
diabetes, obesity and associated 
conditions. Since its founding 
in 1986, revenue from Sports 
Spectacular’s annual gala and 
the generosity of supporters 
has helped raise more than 
$25 million for Cedars-Sinai, 
enabling groundbreaking research 
in genetics, creating a fellowship 
program for five young physician-
scientists each year in a variety 
of medical specialties, and 
now fostering discoveries and 
health advocacy with the Sports 
Spectacular Diabetes and Obesity 
Wellness and Research Center.

About Us

W
 
hen Suzanne Devkota, PhD, gets a gut feeling about a research topic, a solution isn’t 
far away.

As a research scientist at Cedars-Sinai, Devkota specializes in the gut microbiome, 
and, in the two years since she arrived from Harvard Medical School, she’s already made several 
important breakthroughs.

Her lab has been investigating the longstanding mystery of why vegans, who by definition eat 
a lower-protein diet than omnivores, don’t suffer from amino acid deficiency. Humans, after all, 
cannot produce nine of the 20 amino acids required for good health, and consuming animal-based 
proteins is the easiest surefire way to fill the gap. Yet vegans inexplicably do just fine.

Now Devkota’s lab has gathered compelling evidence that the missing amino acids may be 
produced by helpful gut bacteria. Certain fibers in the vegan diet, she says, provide a breeding 
ground for good bacteria to create and digest amino acids. Beyond exposing a hidden source  
of vegan wellness, the finding could have global health implications: Devkota envisions 
humanitarian aid workers prioritizing these bacteria-promoting fibers for populations facing 
starvation and malnutrition.

Another little-understood phenomenon—the “creeping fat” ubiquitous to Crohn’s syndrome— 
is coming into focus thanks to insight from Devkota’s lab. Until now, no one knew why ordinary 
abdominal fat migrates to the site of severe intestinal inflammation in Crohn’s patients. 

“We have a lot of data suggesting that creeping fat is a protective mechanism to prevent 
bacteria from leaving the gut,” Devkota says. “It’s almost like a sink for bacteria—so they don’t  
spill into the bloodstream.”

Additional exciting findings are in the pipeline, she says. 

D
 
evkota is the only Cedars-Sinai faculty member focused exclusively on the microbiome, 
though she’ll gladly wade into other territory when her curiosity is piqued. She regularly 
attends grand rounds, her ears pricked for the enigmas that puzzle clinicians. Strange 

immune reactions. Weird microbes. With a background in biochemistry, nutritional sciences 
and molecular metabolism, she’s equipped to collaborate with physician-scientists across many 
disciplines.

For example, she’s currently investigating how chemoradiation therapy affects the microbiome. The 
study focuses on rectal cancer patients who, under current protocols, receive six weeks of high-dose 
chemotherapy and radiation to the entire pelvic area before undergoing surgery to remove the rectum. 
Devkota hopes to learn which microbes—out of around 1,000 distinct species that inhabit the gut—are 
most affected by chemoradiation and the rate at which they repopulate. She’s also on the lookout for 
early markers indicating certain patients could forego rectum removal and stay cancer-free, which 

Gutsy Research
By Diane Krieger

Funding from Sports Spectacular is helping investigators understand  
how gut bacteria influence health and disease. 

Sports Spectacular 
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Gutsy Research
By Diane Krieger

Funding from Sports Spectacular is helping investigators understand  
how gut bacteria influence health and disease. 

currently is estimated to be about 30 percent of patients. “Is their microbiome 
more resilient?” she wonders. “And, if so, can we harness those unique 
features as a probiotic so no one needs to have the rectum-removal surgery?”

Since the National Institutes of Health’s Human Microbiome Project was 
launched in 2008, popular interest in the “gut garden” has exploded. Not 
since the AIDS epidemic has there been such urgent, patient-driven demand 
for progress. As ordinary people pelt their doctors with microbiome-related 
questions, those physicians are looking to researchers like Devkota to supply 
real-world therapies. 

“A whole new world has opened up to both researchers and the medical 
profession through the understanding of the microbiome,” she says. “It’s 
still early days. This field really emerged 10 years ago. There are more 
questions to be answered than people in the field studying it.”

Here’s what we already know. The healthy human body contains 
roughly 100 trillion bacteria—more than the total number of human cells. 
Scientists now believe these bacteria play a vital role in human disease 
and wellness. Research has linked variations in the gut microbiome not 
only to diseases of the GI tract but also to neurological conditions such as 
autism, Parkinson’s disease and multiple sclerosis.

Bacteria in the microbiome fall into three major classifications: 
symbionts (helpful), commensals (neutral) and pathobionts (harmful). 
“In my lab, we are interested in studying the pathobionts and the triggers 
that switch good bacteria into bad bacteria,” Devkota says. Among those 
triggers: sustained antibiotic use and sweeping dietary changes, for 
example, when non-Westerners adopt a fast-food diet.

D
 
evkota herself is the child of immigrants. Nepali on her father’s 
side, Egyptian on her mother’s, she grew up in Columbia, 
Missouri, and studied biology, chemistry and nutrition sciences 

at the University of Illinois before earning a PhD in molecular metabolism 
and nutrition from the University of Chicago. Today, she is one of more 
than 60 research scientists working in Cedars-Sinai’s extensive biomedical 
and translational research programs. 

A desire to move beyond mouse studies drew Devkota to Cedars-Sinai. 
As a postdoctoral fellow at the Joslin Diabetes Center, affiliated with 
Harvard Medical School, she found it hard to recruit human subjects 
and access human tissue samples without a physician’s badge. Lack of a 
medical degree, she was told, would be no barrier at Cedars-Sinai. 

“When I got here, I found it was true,” she says. “I work with physicians 
absolutely seamlessly. It’s just fantastic.”

What she hadn’t anticipated was the boost her work would get from 
Sports Spectacular, which supports the Sports Spectacular Diabetes and 
Obesity Wellness and Research Center at Cedars-Sinai, an important hub 
for Devkota’s research. 

Sports Spectacular Executive Director Beth Moskowitz and Devkota 
have formed a special bond that is helping to move the research forward.

“Beth is passionate about the science and about partnering with 
athletes to raise awareness for what we’re doing at Cedars-Sinai,” Devkota 
says. “She is completely committed. She puts together these fantastic 
events. She makes miracles happen.” 

Superathletes will personally contribute to Devkota’s next study: 
an effort to pin down how gut bacteria relates to optimal health. She’s 
currently putting together an all-star roster of research volunteers drafted 
from the NBA, NFL and Olympics. Her lab will compare their microbiomes 
to those of nonathletes. 

“I wouldn’t be able to do that without Sports Spectacular,” Devkota says.
Last year, Devkota was named the 2017 Sports Spectacular/Equinox 

Science and Performance honoree. The recognition came as a complete 
surprise at the group’s glitzy annual gala. “Suddenly my name gets 
called,” she recalls with a laugh. “I had to give a speech on the fly. I was 
incredibly honored.”

An ardent proponent of science outreach, Devkota will appear in 
a series of public service announcements commissioned by Sports 
Spectacular to raise awareness about diabetes and obesity. The spots, 
which feature comedian Bill Burr, have not yet been publicly released, but 
Devkota says the audience was in stitches when they were screened at  
the 2017 gala.

Sports Spectacular 
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In 2017, Dr. Suzanne Devkota 
was named the Sports 
Spectacular/Equinox Science 
and Performance honoree.
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Women’s Guild
What: Dedication luncheon in 
honor of Shelly Lu, MD, director of 
the Division of Digestive and Liver 
Diseases and the new Women’s Guild 
Chair in Gastroenterology
Who: Lu is the inaugural holder 
of the Women’s Guild Chair in 
Gastroenterology. Her research focuses 
on the molecular mechanisms of fatty 
liver disease, liver injury, liver cancer 
and colon cancer. At the ceremony, 
Cedars-Sinai Senior Vice President for 
Community Relations and Development 
Arthur J. Ochoa said the event was a 
celebration of “a powerful collaboration 
between an iconic, dynamic, unstoppable 
group of women and an incredibly 
accomplished and determined scientist.” 
He added that “Dr. Lu brings intellectual 
rigor, intense dedication and exquisite 
passion to everything she does.”
Where: Cedars-Sinai

1	Gina Furth, Cedars-Sinai Board of 
Directors Chair Marc H. Rapaport, 
Dr. Shelly Lu, Dr. Paul Noble—director 
of the Women’s Guild Lung Institute, 
and the Vera and Paul Guerin Family 
Distinguished Chair in Pulmonary 
Medicine—and Dr. Shlomo 
Melmed, executive vice president, 
Academic Affairs, dean of the 
Medical Faculty, and the Helene A. 
and Philip E. Hixon Distinguished 
Chair in Investigative Medicine

2	Dr. Shelly Lu and her husband,  
Dr. Lawrence Maldonado

3	Barbara Kaye Rothman, Gina Furth 
and Beverly Firestein

4	Gina Furth, Marc H. Rapaport and 
Sheri Rapaport

5	Gina Furth, Dr. Shelly Lu and  
Dr. Paul Noble 

6	Tania Tavangarian, Gina Furth and 
Pary Mosenifar

7	Lynn Beyer and Lauren Segal
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What: Women’s Guild raised nearly 
$600,000 from its special Hamilton 
event, which began with a cocktail party 
before members took their prime seats 
to enjoy the Tony-winning musical.
Who: The event was chaired by 
Barbara Belzberg and Atoosa Nehorai, 
and it attracted a capacity crowd.
Where: W Hotel and Hollywood 
Pantages Theatre

1	Atoosa Nehorai and Barbara Belzberg
2	Cam Wilder, Lynne Bozajian,  

Matt Harelson, Julie Harelson, 
Kate Harelson, Judy Briskin, 
Bernard Briskin, Sharon Briskin  
and Jeff Briskin

3	Alan Levy, Abby Levy, Georgina 
Rothenberg and Alan Rothenberg

4	Dr. Martin Cooper, Shelley Cooper, 
Laurie Gordon and Steven C. Gordon
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Founded in 1957, Women’s Guild 
has been a leader in providing 
resources for a wide range of 
programs at Cedars-Sinai. It 
supports the pursuit of knowledge 
and the development of diagnosis 
and treatment methods that will 
make a difference in the lives of 
countless patients for generations 
to come. To date, Women’s Guild 
has raised nearly $50 million in 
support of Cedars-Sinai’s most 
critical work. In 2013, Women’s 
Guild announced a pledge of 
$10 million to establish the 
Women’s Guild Simulation Center 
for Advanced Clinical Skills at 
Cedars-Sinai. In this facility, high-
tech human patient simulators 
animated by next-generation 
technology provide the ultimate 
training environment for health 
professionals from all specialties.

About Us
2

4

3

1
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Knocks
Hard

Volunteers for 
Cedars-Sinai’s 

Patient and Family 
Care Volunteer 

Program always 
come prepared to 
help and, just as 

importantly, listen. 

BY DIANE KRIEGER



Sometimes even the most skilled clinicians can  
use a hand when it comes to a challenging patient. 
That’s when they call in Cedars-Sinai’s visitation team 
from the Patient and Family Care Volunteer Program, 
sometimes referred to as the “angels of the hospital.”

The 25 volunteers in this program are 

handpicked for their exceptional people 

skills, their ability to stay calm, their 

kindness in holding a sobbing stranger’s 

hand, and their willingness to share in a 

patient’s excitement over a positive lab 

result or chuckle over a corny joke. They’re 

listeners more than talkers. They also know 

Cedars-Sinai like the back of their hands, 

from its chaplaincy and housekeeping 

services to the food stations in the cafeteria 

and what’s in stock at the gift shop. 

“The assignment is not about the 

volunteers themselves,” says coordinator 

Tammi Weinstein, who heads the program. 

“It’s about going on a patient’s journey, 

being there in the moment, listening to 

them and really being present.”

“This is the program that supports 

people in need, patients who are alone 

or scared, or people who have never 

been in a hospital before,” adds Barbara 

Leanse, longtime director of Cedars-

Sinai’s Volunteer Services.

In choosing participants, Weinstein 

and Leanse — who together with Associate 

Director Casey McGuire screen all 

prospective volunteers — look for steady 

eye contact, exceptional listening skills 

and innate compassion. Each trainee 

they pick receives 12 hours of supervised 

patient-visitation experience before they 

start knocking on doors by themselves. 

That knock is the hardest part of the job, 

says Leanse, who created the program 25 

years ago, “because you never know what’s 

waiting on the inside. It could be someone 

whose leukemia has come back. Many of 

these volunteers are picking up the phone 

and calling Social Work or Spiritual Care. 

They hear some very heavy things.” 

Being an angel isn’t for everyone, 

Leanse admits, but for the right person, 

this assignment can be a true calling. 

Mansoor “Elie” Alyeshmerni is 

one such person.

The 74-year-old, Iranian-

born businessman, Lake Tahoe marina 

owner and former linguistics professor 

was a patient at Cedars-Sinai in 2003 after 

undergoing thyroid surgery. But that wasn’t 

the impetus for his volunteer service. 

That came after the youngest of his three 

daughters was diagnosed with breast 

cancer in 2010, and he felt the need to 

perform a mitzvah, a good deed.

Alyeshmerni’s daughter lives in 

Minneapolis. He visited often while she 

was receiving chemotherapy but felt 

certain he wasn’t doing enough. When 

he accompanied her to the hospital, he 

noticed volunteers stepping up to help. 

He resolved to pay the debt forward by 

volunteering at Cedars-Sinai. What started 

as an act of charity quickly turned into a 

source of personal satisfaction. 
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Knocks
Hard



“I realized how much I enjoyed being able to assist someone,” 

Alyeshmerni says, adding that volunteering has changed how he 

communicates with everyone in his life. “I’ve become more of a listener,” 

he notes. “That’s a very wonderful thing. We are too focused on ourselves. 

It’s one of the greatest things you can do — to be focused on the other.”

A recent encounter with a Cedars-Sinai patient drove that 

point home. Alyeshmerni knocked on the door of an 86-year-

old woman whose face struck him as absolutely radiant. He and 

the patient fell into conversation. She spoke of her nomadic 

past — born in Poland, raised in Israel, moving to South Africa 

as a young bride and uprooting again 30 years later to settle in 

America. Pretty soon, they switched from accented English to 

flowing Hebrew, a language Alyeshmerni speaks fluently. 

 “Unbeknownst to me, this lady has Alzheimer’s,” he says. “But 

when she spoke Hebrew, she had no hesitation, no stopping or 

repeating. It was a very fluid conversation. We connected.” 

At 83, Juana Slomovits could be taking it easy. Instead, she 

helps others.

Most of the patients she visits are much younger than 

she. While Slomovits has no magic solution to their health problems, 

her upbeat attitude and winning smile can work spiritual wonders.

Slomovits started volunteering at Cedars-Sinai more than 15 

years ago. She stopped for a while to care for her husband in his 

final days, but then returned to volunteering. Her husband, Nicolas 

Slomovits, a Holocaust survivor from Hungary, met and married 

Juana in her native Santiago, Chile. The couple immigrated to 

the United States more than 50 years ago, raising two sons and 

operating a jewelry business in downtown Los Angeles. 

Slomovits’ language skills — both Spanish and Yiddish — come 

in handy. 

Many Latino patients like to keep her close by for comfort and 

conversation. “They don’t let me go,” she says, laughing. “They 

want to keep talking and are so happy to see me. They want to 

tell me their stories.” 

Of course, some stories take unpredictable twists and turns, 

but to a trained actor like Chanel Kipper, it’s an adventure 

in improvisation. “It’s such fun. You don’t know what’s 

behind door No. 1,” she says playfully. 
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Mansoor “Elie” Alyeshmerni, 74
Volunteer hours: 280 since January 2015

Hometown: Shiraz, Iran

What is the best part of volunteering? 
It happens once in a while that a person gets so engaged in 
conversation that they completely forget about their troubles. 
I’ve seen this kind of transformation three or four times—
where a person goes from a great deal of sadness or pain to 
some kind of exhilaration and involvement. I feel really lucky 
when something like that happens. 

What tips do you have for engaging patients in conversation? 
I look to see if they are reading a book or I ask what interests 
them. I try to gauge to what extent the person is interested 
in conversation. Sometimes they really are not interested. 
Sometimes I get a mixed message. They don’t want to be 
bothered, but they want to be distracted. In those spaces, I’ve 
had some really interesting conversations. 

What advice do you have for someone who might be 
considering becoming a Cedars-Sinai volunteer? 
They should absolutely do it. Cedars-Sinai Volunteer Services 
has a tremendous amount of wisdom in it. They would find 
where you belong, put you there and train you for it. And you 
will clearly be a better person for it. 

Chanel Kipper, 51
Volunteer hours:  67 since April 2016

Hometown: Honolulu, Hawaii

What do you like most about volunteering at Cedars-Sinai?  
You never know who you are going to meet. Everybody has an 
interesting story and comes from somewhere and has drama. 
It’s also really simple. It’s not about money or where you come 
from. It’s about interaction. It really is a nice way to spend a 
few hours. And it’s fun.

What advice do you have for someone who might be 
considering becoming a  Cedars-Sinai volunteer?   
Give it a go. You never know until you try. See how you feel 
after four to six weeks. If it’s not for you, you’ll know. But 
maybe you’ll surprise yourself. 

How do you feel at the end of your shift? 
I feel energized! It’s never draining, though you would think it 
would be. It always makes me feel good. 

“I’ve become more of a listener. That’s a very 
wonderful thing. We are too focused on ourselves. 

It’s one of the greatest things you can do— 
to be focused on the other.”  

 — MANSOOR “ELIE” ALYESHMERNI
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Born and raised in Hawaii, Kipper, 51, studied acting in New 

York and then worked professionally on the stage and screen for 10 

years before moving on to managing restaurants and, later, assisting 

in her husband’s medical practice. David Kipper, MD, is a Cedars-

Sinai–affiliated internist in private practice in Beverly Hills. Chanel 

Kipper is studying to be an aesthetician and plans to open a facial 

salon later this year.

“The most interesting guy I’ve met at Cedars-Sinai was a Catholic 

priest from Boston,” she says. “He’d been visiting his son in Los 

Angeles and suffered a heart attack. I talked and laughed with him for 

an hour. He had such an amazing story. He was a priest, then quit the 

priesthood, got married and had three kids. The marriage didn’t work 

out, so he went back to the priesthood. We had such a good time.”

However, visiting patients isn’t always so entertaining, Kipper says. 

It can be sad and humbling. But it’s always important work. 

“Sometimes people are very sick, and they really, truly have 

nobody — no family to come and visit them,” she says. “When I look 

back at my life, there were always random people who helped me 

at different stages. Nobody makes it alone. People always need 

relationships.”

G reg DeBrecourt can’t get enough of volunteering at Cedars-

Sinai (see page 4). In addition to his weekly Tuesday 

afternoon shift, he comes every Saturday or Sunday, plus 

most holidays. He likes to explore new floors and units.

Recently, while volunteering on a Thursday night, he was 

sent to the transplantation unit, where he’d never been before. 

Several patients were standing by to receive organs that night, 

mostly kidneys and lungs. It was early evening and the operations 

wouldn’t begin until midnight or later. So DeBrecourt did what he 

always does — he struck up a few conversations. 

“There was this guy about to get a kidney,” he recalls. “We went 

through all the details of what that means. There’s so much to it 

that I didn’t know. I walked out of there more educated, more 

knowledgeable. It’s just phenomenal.”

Asked how he finds the will to give so much of his time and 

emotional support to strangers, he responds without hesitation. 

“I’m taking as much as I’m giving. It is very, very rewarding. 

Simple as that.”

Juana Slomovits, 83 
Volunteer hours: 1,600 since August 2000

Hometown: Santiago, Chile

What made you start volunteering? 
I always wanted to go to a place where I can talk to people 
and be in contact and help. Finally, one day, I saw an ad in 
the newspaper. Cedars-Sinai needed volunteers. I went 
there, they interviewed me and I started. 

What is the best part of volunteering? 
I like to talk to people, to see that they are happy to see 
me. They smile at me, and they tell me their stories. It’s not 
much, but I think I’m helping a little bit. 

What do you find difficult about volunteering?   
When I cannot help. When I see people lying down and they 
cannot talk because they’re just too sick. It’s hard for me 
because I feel for them. But sometimes they say, “Thank 
you so much for stopping by,” and I didn’t do anything.  I 
just walked in and I said, “Hi, I came to see you and see if 
there’s anything I can do for you.” 

Greg DeBrecourt, 55
Volunteer hours:  180 since November 2015

Hometown: New York

What do you get out of volunteering?   
The reward to me is when a patient looks at me and says, 
“I’m so thankful that you came in to check on me.” And I 
reply: “Thank you, because I’m grateful for what you have 
brought into my life.” I’m getting just as much as I’m giving. 

What’s the most challenging aspect of the assignment?  
I have walked into a room, and five minutes into a 
conversation with a patient, I started to get emotional. You 
have to really fight that back. Change the subject. Take a 
minute. Take a breath. I don’t want them to see me upset. 

What advice do you have for someone who might be 
considering becoming a Cedars-Sinai volunteer? 
Just give it a try. Come in and shadow somebody doing it. 
It’s so important to give. Give back whatever you can.

“Sometimes people are very sick, and they really, 
truly have nobody — no family to come and visit them. 
When I look back at my life, there were always random 

people who helped me at different stages. Nobody 
makes it alone. People always need relationships.” 

 — CHANEL KIPPER



600,000
PATIENT CARE AND EDUCATIONAL 

VISITS SINCE  
COACH FOR KIDS’  

1994 LAUNCH

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PARTNERS

9th Street Elementary School
10th Street Elementary School
68th Street Elementary School
92nd Street Elementary School
93rd Street Elementary School
99th Street Elementary School

112th Street Elementary School
Alta Loma Elementary School
George Washington Carver 
Middle School
Centinela Elementary School
Hoover Street Elementary School

Florence Griffith Joyner 
Elementary School
Manchester Avenue  
Elementary School
Oak Street Elementary School
Wadsworth Avenue  
Elementary School

MOBILE MEDICAL UNITS
INTAKE ROOM

2 EXAM ROOMS
SOCIAL WORK CONSULTATION ROOM

MEDICATION DISPENSARY
MINI LAB FOR  

POINT-OF-CARE TESTING

SKID ROW

FIRST 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
SERVED

PEOPLE IN  
28 ZIP CODES  

SERVED
Among communities  

COACH visits regularly are: 
Compton
Koreatown
Pico-Union

Skid Row
South Los Angeles
Watts

Block by Block 
Cedars-Sinai	COACH	for	Kids®	mobile	
medical	units	are	a	welcome	sight	at	
schools,	homeless	shelters,	public	
housing	developments	and	health	fairs	
around	Los	Angeles.	These	vehicles	
bring	free	primary	and	preventive	
care	to	some	of	the	city’s	neediest	
neighborhoods.	COACH	for	Kids—part	
of	the	Maxine	Dunitz	Children’s	Health	
Center—recently	put	two	new,	fully	
equipped	units	on	the	road	to	deliver	
a	wide	range	of	vital	services	to	help	
children	and	families	lead	healthier	
lives.	The	inviting,	kid-friendly	artwork	
on	the	mobile	units	was	produced	by	
artist	Christian	Robinson.

in the community
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NUMBER OF IMMUNIZATIONS

32,000

“We	could	not	meet	many	of	our	
students’	needs	if	it	wasn’t	for	our	
partnership	with	COACH	for	Kids.	
For	two	decades,	they’ve	helped	our	
students	overcome	barriers		
so	they	can	focus	on	learning.”
—sylvia renteria

healthy start/wellness center coordinator  
los angeles unified school district



COACH FOR KIDS SERVICES
Case management 
Dental screenings and education
Free medications from onboard dispensary
Hearing, vision and dental screenings
Immunizations
Laboratory testing
Nutrition assessments and education
Parenting education and support groups
Physical examinations
Referrals to Cedars-Sinai or partnering  
community clinics
Tuberculosis screenings
Treatment for minor illnesses
Weight management

BILINGUAL  
COACH TEAM

(ENGLISH/SPANISH)

Medical director
Program director

Case manager
Certified drivers

Community health assistants
Dental hygienist

Family nurse practitioners
Outreach coordinators

Pediatric nurse practitioners
Registered nurses

Social workers

      COACH FOR KIDS 
     PARTICIPATES IN MORE 
THAN 50 ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
HEALTH FAIRS, INCLUDING:

Back-to-school immunization events  
around L.A.
Crenshaw HealthFest,  
Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza
First Ladies Health Initiative Health  
Screenings Day, Koreatown
LAPD National Night Out, South L.A.
Taste of Soul, Los Angeles
Telemundo Health Fair,  
Los Angeles Convention Center

     
 z PRESCHOOL (AND OLDER) CHILDREN with reduced access to care who  

must obtain required immunizations before starting school
 z FAMILIES who can’t afford over-the-counter medicine when their  

children get sick
 z CHILDREN failing in school because their vision problems have never  

been diagnosed or corrected with glasses
 z UNDOCUMENTED FAMILIES who have fled traumatic conditions in  

South America, Central America or Mexico and have no place else to  
turn for medical and mental health services

 z HOMELESS FAMILIES with reduced access to healthcare
 z TODDLERS AND PRESCHOOLERS with baby bottle tooth decay and older 

children with dental problems who have never seen a dentist

AMONG THOSE WHO DEPEND ON COACH FOR KIDS

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION 
call 310-423-4343  
or visit cedars-sinai.edu/coach

“Our COACH for Kids  
team touches thousands of 
lives in positive ways each 
year as we work closely with 
our community partners to 
meet the basic health needs 
of underserved residents 
and provide education that 
empowers them to protect 
their health.” 
—mICHELE RIGSBY PAULEY, RN, MSN, NP

COACH PROGRAM DIRECTOR  

Block by Block 
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NUMBER OF TOOTHBRUSHES  
GIVEN AWAY

44,000 



Giving Thanksparting shot

S
 

andie Sternberg (right), a Cedars-Sinai child life coordinator, shares a tender moment with good Samaritan Veronique Mastey, 

a parent of a former pediatric patient. The two found time to reconnect at a Pediatrics and Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) 

family dinner. The monthly dinners allow parents of current patients to meet, dine and chat with moms and dads who recently 

had a child in the PICU as well as with the caregiving team at Cedars-Sinai. The gatherings began through the Patient Family Center of 

Care Council, which aims to improve the hospital experience for the patient and the entire family. 

“The whole team of nurses took such good care of my daughter, Laura,” Mastey says. “They not only took care of her but they loved 

her. That makes such a difference.” 

When counseling other families, Mastey says she tries to help them navigate around Cedars-Sinai, and shares her experience with 

insurance companies and other aspects of caring for a chronically ill child. “California has a lot of good programs for children but not a 

lot of people know about them, so I make sure they know.”
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Come celebrate the more than 100-year history of  
Cedars-Sinai by visiting the Historical Conservancy  
Exhibit, located adjacent to the Medical Library on  
the Plaza Level.

You can help safeguard our proud heritage by donating 
your keepsake, commemorative items or any medical  
treasure to the Historical Conservancy.

For more information, contact Leo Gordon, MD, at 
historicalconservancy@cshs.org or 323-866-2925.

SAVE OUR STORY
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SEPTEMBER    10
SEPTEMBER     18
SEPTEMBER     19

     OCTOBER       25
      NOVEMBER        8
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Kol Nidre

 
 
Yom Kippur

 
 
Board of Governors Gala 
 

Women’s Guild Luncheon

EVENTS

*Dates are accurate as of press time but are subject to change.


